Disciple Christian
Chapter 1
Why Believe In Jesus Christ
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Why Should Everyone Believe in Jesus Christ ?
Because God Loves Us

that God loves us. This love is not abstract, merited, earned or limited; it is perfect,
eternal, and demonstrated in tangible action. John 3:16 declares that “God so loved the
world that He gave His only begotten Son,” showing that belief in Jesus is the response
to God'’s sacrificial love. Our faith is not merely about agreeing to a set of religious principles
but about personally receiving the gift of salvation God offers through His Son. Because we
are separated from God by sin (Romans 3:23), we could never restore ourselves to a right
relationship with Him. In His love, God bridged that gap by sending Jesus to bear the penalty
for our sins on the cross (Romans 5:8), offering forgiveness and eternal life to all who believe.

The primary reason to believe in Jesus Christ is rooted in the greatest truth of Scripture—

God’s love is also the source of our identity, purpose, and hope. Believing in Jesus is
believing that the God who created us values us enough to rescue and redeem us, not
because we deserved it, but because He chose to love us (Ephesians 2:4-5). This love is
unconditional—extended to the sinner, the broken, and the lost—and it transforms the one
who receives it. When we believe in Jesus, we are not only forgiven; we are adopted into
God'’s family (John 1:12) and given the privilege of calling Him Father. This adoption changes
our status from being under God'’s judgment to living under His grace, mercy, and protection.

Furthermore, believing in Jesus is the only way to experience the fullness of God’s love in a
personal, life-changing relationship. Jesus Himself said, “I am the way, the truth, and the life.
No one comes to the Father except through Me” (John 14:6). In Him, we discover that God’s
love is not distant or theoretical—it is near, present, and active in our lives. Through the Holy
Spirit, God’'s love is poured into our hearts (Romans 5:5), guiding, comforting, and
empowering us to live in righteousness. His love heals emotional wounds, gives peace in
trials, and assures us that nothing can separate us from Him (Romans 8:38-39).

Finally, the love of God revealed in Jesus gives us an eternal hope that goes beyond this life.
Faith in Christ assures us of a future where we will dwell forever in His presence, free from
sin, suffering, and death (Revelation 21:4). God’s love is not only a present reality—it is the
promise of eternal life, secured by the finished work of Jesus on the cross and His
resurrection from the dead. Believing in Jesus is the only way to receive this gift, and it is the
most reasonable and necessary response to the One who loved us first (1 John 4:19). It is in
this love that we find the true meaning of life, the assurance of forgiveness, and the hope of
everlasting joy.

God’s Love and the Call to Believe in Jesus

1. John 3:16 — God’s love demonstrated by giving His Son for our salvation.

2. John 3:17 —Jesus came not to condemn the world but to save it.
3



10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24,

25.

Romans 5:8 - God shows His love in that Christ died for us while we were still sinners.
1 John 4:9 —God’s love revealed through sending His Son into the world.
1 John 4:10 - Love defined by God sending His Son as the atoning sacrifice.

Ephesians 2:4-5 — God'’s great love makes us alive with Christ even when we were
dead in sin.

John 15:13 — Greater love has no one than to lay down one’s life for friends.
Romans 8:38-39 — Nothing can separate believers from the love of God in Christ.
Titus 3:4-5—God'’s kindness and love brought salvation, not by our works.
Galatians 2:20 — The Son of God loved us and gave Himself for us.

2 Corinthians 5:14-15 — Christ’s love compels us to live for Him.

1 Peter 3:18 — Christ suffered once for sins to bring us to God.

Isaiah 53:5-6 — Prophecy of the Messiah bearing our sins out of God’s redemptive
love.

John 14:6 — Jesus as the only way to the Father.

Acts 4:12 — Salvation found in no one else but Jesus.

Hebrews 9:28 — Christ offered once to bear the sins of many.

1 John 5:11-12 — Eternal life is in God’s Son; whoever has Him has life.
John 6:40 — Everyone who believes in the Son has eternal life.

John 20:31 —The Gospel written so we may believe Jesus is the Christ and have life.
1 Timothy 1:15 — Christ came into the world to save sinners.

Matthew 11:28-29 — Jesus calls the weary to find rest in Him.
Revelation 1:5 - Jesus loves us and freed us from our sins by His blood.
Psalm 86:15 — God is abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness.
Jeremiah 31:3 —God'’s everlasting love draws His people to Himself.

Zephaniah 3:17 — God delights in His people with love and rejoicing.



Because Everyone Has Sinned and Done Evil That Is
Destructive To Their Lives And To Those Aeound Them

Why? - Because every one of us has sinned and fallen short of the glory of God—we’ve done
wrong, whether great or small—and our sin separates us from the one true God. Yet, despite
this, God still loves us deeply. Out of that love, He offers us His grace, mercy, goodness, and
forgiveness. Through faith in Jesus Christ, anyone can be reconciled to God, receiving His
salvation, forgiveness, and His unmerited love. When we believe in Jesus Christ we recieve
eternal life and those who reject Jesus Christ, remain in eternal spiritual death caused by sin.
Moreover, those who believe in Jesus also receive the profound blessings and precious
promises of God, given freely as a gift of His great love. As we walk in this new life, we are
empowered to serve the needs of others through His love, bless people throughout the world,
and fulfill God’s purpose for our lives with joy.

When we repent, confess Jesus as Lord and Savior, and follow Him, we come to know the
truth, walk the path that leads to life, are born again, find our God-given purpose, and receive
eternal life with God in heaven.

God (Yahweh) is love—perfect and without evil. He is holy, righteous, and just, desiring that
none should perish or suffer eternal spiritual death. In His great love, He sent His divine Son,
Jesus (Yeshua), to save and redeem us, cleansing us from all unrighteousness so that we
may enter into God’s presence and have true fellowship with Him, forever

The testimony of God’s Word consistently centers on Jesus Christ as the promised
Messiah, the fulfillment of God's redemptive plan foretold since Genesis 3:15. From
Abraham’s offspring (Genesis 12:3) to the royal line of David (2 Samuel 7:12-16), the Old
Testament builds anticipation for the one who would deliver God’s people. In the fullness of
time, God sent His Son (Galatians 4:4), born of awoman, born under the law, to redeem those
under the law. Believing in Jesus is not merely accepting a figure of history—it is recognizing
Him as the incarnate Word (John 1:14), the exact imprint of God's nature (Hebrews 1:3), and
the only mediator between God and man (1 Timothy 2:5).

The life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ are not isolated events but are the very
foundation of Christian faith. His sinless life fulfills the righteous requirement of the Law
(Matthew 5:17), and His atoning death satisfies the justice of God, making peace through the
blood of His cross (Colossians 1:20). Paul declares in Romans 10:9 that “if you confess with
your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead,
you will be saved.” Belief in Jesus is not a blind leap, but a response to the divine revelation
and historical reality of God’s saving work in Christ. His resurrection vindicates His identity
as the Son of God (Romans 1:4) and assures believers of eternal life (John 11:25-26).

There is no better place to live and abide except for in Jesus Christ and His love and
goodness.

To believe in Jesus Christ is to embrace the heart of the gospel—the good news that God so
loved the world that He gave His only Son (John 3:16). This belief is more than intellectual
assent; it is a trustful surrender that results in new birth (John 3:3), justification by faith
(Romans 5:1), and the indwelling of the Holy Spirit (Ephesians 1:13-14). Scripture reveals
that without Christ, we are dead in sin, but through Him, we are made alive to God (Ephesians
2:4-5). Thus, believing in Jesus is the only way to be reconciled to the Father, to walk in
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newness of life, and to receive the promise of an imperishable inheritance. As Peter testified,
“There is salvation in no one else” (Acts 4:12), and this unshakable truth remains the
cornerstone of Christian hope.

Yeshus (Jesus of Nazareth) fulfilled the messianic prophecies not through conquest, but
through humility, compassion, and divine authority. He calmed storms, forgave sins, and
welcomed the outcast—displaying the heart of the Father in every word and deed. As the true
and better Adam, He succeeded where humanity failed, living in perfect obedience to God.
On the cross, Christ bore the curse of sin, fulfilling Isaiah’s prophecy of the suffering servant
who was “pierced for our transgressions” (Isaiah 53:5). His resurrection three days later was
not only a vindication of His identity but also a declaration that death and the grave had been
defeated. In Christ, the power of sin is broken, and the way to the Father is opened (Hebrews
10:19-22).

To believe in Jesus is to recognize Him as the divine provision of God's redemptive plan and
to trust in Him as Savior and Lord. This belief is not a shallow emotional experience, but a
Spirit-wrought conviction that transforms the heart and mind. Jesus Himself declared, “l am
the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me” (John
14:6). The call to believe is a call to repent, to lay down self-reliance, and to receive the free
gift of grace. In Him we are adopted, justified, sanctified, and destined for glory. The gospel
is clear: to believe in Jesus Christ is to be transferred from the kingdom of darkness into the
kingdom of God’s beloved Son (Colossians 1:13), to be united with Him in death and
resurrection, and to walk in the newness of life He alone provides (Romans 6:4).

SIN Causes Man’s Separation From God.:

Sin caused man's separation from God. However, God loves us so much that He
provides the way back into good fellowship with Him through Jesus Christ.

His steadfast lovingkindness leads us to repentance, and His grace and mercy forgive us of
all our sins—even though none of us deserves it. No one can earn forgiveness or
reconciliation with God; it is a free gift to those who believe and accept it by faith.

The original sin of Adam and Eve brought devastation to all mankind and caused separation
from God.
All men and women are born with the same sin nature in their spirit. We all have impure spirits,
and we all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.
God is holy, perfect, and pure; therefore, our impure spirits cannot come into His presence or
have fellowship with Him. We are spiritually separated from God.

However, God wants us to be transformed from having an impure spirit into the likeness of
Jesus Christ so that His Holy Spirit might dwell within our hearts. It is for this reason that God
sent Jesus Christ into the world—so we can be reconciled to God the Father.

Jesus Christ is the only mediator—the spiritual bridge for man to cross back to God. If we
believe in Jesus by faith, and through His free provision of grace and the washing of God's



Word, our minds and hearts are made pure by God. Moreover, if we keep His commandments,
Jesus and God the Father will dwell in our hearts by the Holy Spirit.

There could be nothing more horrible than to be eternally separated from God—and that is
what will happen to any person who willingly rejects the love of God and chooses not to follow
Jesus Christ.

Although sin causes everyone to be personally separated from God, if we each individually
repent (turn away from sin), believe in Jesus Christ, and receive His grace and forgiveness
by faith, we are reconciled back into fellowship with God and His love.

Key Scriptures:

Isaiah 59:2 But your iniquities have made a separation between you and your God, and your
sins have caused His face to be hidden from you, so that He does not hear.

Ephesians 2:12-14

Remember that you were at that time separate from Christ, excluded from the commonwealth
of Israel, and strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in the
world.

2:13 But now in Christ Jesus you who formerly were far off have been brought near by the
blood of Christ.

2:14 For He Himself is our peace, who made both groups into one, and broke down the barrier
of the dividing wall, 2:15 by abolishing in His flesh the enmity, which is the Law of
commandments contained in ordinances that in Himself He might make the two into one new
man, thus establishing peace.

Ephesians 2:1 - As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins, 2 in which you
used to live when you followed the ways of this world and of the ruler of the kingdom of the
air, the spirit who is now at work in those who are disobedient.



The Need For Salvation:

God has shown His immense love for us by giving us His divine Son, Jesus Christ.
Through Him, we have the hope to overcome temptation and sin, and we can be saved from
the spiritual death that sin brings. When anyone opens their heart and believes in Him, Jesus
becomes their deliverer, Lord, and mighty Savior.

We are saved by faith in Jesus Christ from the moment we first believe in Him. The process
of our salvation continues throughout our lives as born-again Christians, relying on the grace,
sanctification, and regeneration provided by Jesus and the Holy Spirit.

No one can save themselves by their good works or accomplishments apart from Jesus. He
is the only Way that a person can be saved, reconciled to God, and receive eternal life in
heaven.

Salvation is fundamentally the deliverance and redemption from sin, eternal condemnation,
and separation from God. Salvation is only made possible through Jesus Christ to anyone
who truly repents of their sins and believes in Jesus as their Lord and Savior. It is a central
object of faith throughout both the Old and New Testaments. Salvation through Jesus Christ
encompasses not just the forgiveness of sins but also the restoration of a person’s
relationship with God and the promise of eternal life in His presence.

In Ephesians 2:8-9 (AKJV), it is declared, "For by grace are you saved through faith; and that
not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not of works, lest any man should boast." This verse
highlights that salvation is a result of God's grace and is received through faith in Jesus Christ
alone. It is not earned through human effort or good works, thereby emphasizing God's
unmerited favor toward humanity. We are saved solely by our faith in Jesus Christ and His
victory over sin through the cross. Those who possess genuine faith in Jesus will repent,
produce good fruit and works, and love others as He has loved us. If a person does not repent
from their sins, nor bear good works, and does not purpose to love as Jesus loved us, then
that individual is lukewarm and has a false faith, abused the grace of Christ, and neglected
their salvation.

Again, good fruit and our works are not the deeds that save us; rather, they are evidence of a
person’s sincere belief and faith in Jesus Christ. Good fruit and works will come forth and be
evident in a true disciple of Jesus Christ. If things are not produced in a person’s life, then
they are self-willed, not following Jesus Christ, nor loving God and others as God intended
and commanded.

The magnitude of God’s love and His most merciful, unearned invitation to salvation is fully
revealed in the fact that, while we were still sinners, Jesus died for us to pay the penalty for
our sins—something we all deserve—so that we might be saved through grace and faith in
Him.

John 3:16 (AKJV) succinctly captures the essence of salvation: "For God so loved the world,

that he gave his only begotten Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish, but have
everlasting life." This verse underscores that salvation is a demonstration of God's love for
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humanity, expressed through the sacrifice of Jesus Christ on the cross. Belief in Jesus Christ
ensures us that we will not face eternal perdition but will instead receive the gift of eternal life.

Romans 10:9 (AKJV) outlines the essential components of salvation: "That if you shall
confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus, and shall believe in your heart that God has raised
him from the dead, you shall be saved." Confession of Jesus as Lord and belief in His
resurrection are foundational to experiencing salvation, as we signify a personal commitment
and acknowledgment of Jesus' lordship and saving power.

Foundations of Salvation:

The Bible teaches that all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God (Romans 3:23). The
consequence of sin is death, both physical and spiritual (Romans 6:23). However, God's love
and mercy shine through as He offers the gift of salvation (Ephesians 2:8-9). It is not earned
through human efforts but received by grace through faith.

God’s Redemptive Plan:

Salvation is rooted in God’s eternal redemptive plan, revealed progressively throughout the
Old Testament and fulfilled in Jesus Christ. The sacrificial system — including the offering of
spotless animals — was a symbolic foreshadowing of the perfect and final sacrifice to come.
This plan reached its climax when Jesus, the Lamb of God, willingly laid down His own life, in
love for us, paying the full penalty for our sins and redeeming us from the curse of sin and
death. Old Testament prophecies, such as Isaiah 53, foretold of the Suffering Servant who
would bear the iniquities of many, offering Himself in our place so that we might be reconciled
to God and receive eternal life.

Reconciliation to God:

Reconciliation to God is the restoration of our broken relationship with Him, made possible
only through Jesus Christ. Sin had separated humanity from its Creator, leaving us
alienated and without hope, but God, in His mercy, sent His Son to remove that barrier. By
laying down His life and paying the penalty for our sins, Jesus satisfied divine justice and
extended God'’s grace to all who believe. Through His death and resurrection, we are no
longer God’s enemies but are brought into peace, fellowship, and adoption as His children.
As 2 Corinthians 5:18-19 declares, “God... through Christ reconciled us to Himself... not
counting their trespasses against them,” making it possible for us to stand forgiven,
restored, and in communion with Him forever.

Jesus Christ, Our Only Savior:

The New Testament reveals Jesus as the fulfillment of God's plan for salvation. Jesus
proclaimed, "I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except
through me" (John 14:6). His sinless life, sacrificial death on the cross, and victorious
resurrection provide the basis for salvation. Through His atoning work, believers are
reconciled to God (2 Corinthians 5:18-19).

Salvation brings about a transformative change in the life of a believer of Jesus Christ,
as articulated in 2 Corinthians 5:17 (AKJV): "Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new
creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new." This verse
illustrates that salvation not only secures eternal life but also initiates a spiritual rebirth, where
we are made new and begins to live in accordance with God's purposes and principles.



Salvation and eternal life is only made possible through belief and faith in Jesus Christ,
Jesus declared, John 14:6-7 (AKJV) Jesus says to him, | am the way, the truth, and the life:
no man comes to the Father, but by me. 7 If you had known me, you should have known my
Father also: and from now on you know him, and have seen him.

Our salvation through Jesus Christ is a testament to God's mercy, love, and desire for
reconciliation with anyone who will repent, be born again and follow Jesus Christ as their Lord
and Savior. It underscores the profound significance of Jesus Christ's sacrificial death and
resurrection, offering hope and eternal life to all who believe in Him.

Jesus, the Resurrection and the Life:
InJohn 11:25-27 (AKJV), Jesus, the Resurrection and the Life:

In John 11:25-26,Jesus said to her, | am the resurrection, and the life: he that believes in me,
though he were dead, yet shall he live: 26And whoever lives and believes in me shall never
die. Believe you this? 27She says to him, Yes, Lord: | believe that you are the Christ, the Son
of God, which should come into the world.." This statement emphasizes Jesus as the source
of eternal life and the assurance of resurrection—a gift received through faith in Him.

What is a person “saved” from when they believe in Jesus
Christ?

According to the Bible, when a person is saved, they are saved from several things:

 Sin — Salvation involves forgiveness of sins through faith in Jesus Christ. Romans 6:23
states, “For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus
our Lord.”

« Judgment — Salvation saves a person from the eternal consequences of sin, which include
judgment and separation from God. John 3:16-18 explains that through belief in Jesus, one
is saved from perishing and gains eternal life.

» Wrath of God — Those who are saved are delivered from God’s righteous wrath against
sin. Romans 5:9 says, “Since, therefore, we have now been justified by his blood, much
more shall we be saved by him from the wrath of God.”

» Death — Salvation provides the hope of eternal life, overcoming the spiritual death caused
by sin. John 11:25-26 states, “I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me,
though he die, yet shall he live, and everyone who lives and believes in me shall never die.”

* Bondage to Satan — Salvation frees a person from the power of Satan and the kingdom of

darkness. Acts 26:18 mentions being turned “from darkness to light and from the power of
Satan to God.”
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Evil Darkness, Confusion, and Deception — Salvation delivers us from the blinding lies
of the enemy and the deceptive works of spiritual darkness that lead people astray.
Colossians 1:13 says, “He has delivered us from the domain of darkness and transferred
us to the kingdom of his beloved Son.”

Mental Anguish and Despair — Through Christ, believers receive peace that surpasses
understanding, replacing hopelessness and distress with the comfort of God’s presence.
John 14:27 — “Peace | leave with you; my peace | give to you...”

Addictions — Salvation brings freedom from destructive habits and sinful compulsions.
John 8:36 declares, “So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed.”

Spiritual Emptiness — Christ fills the inner void with His presence, purpose, and love,
bringing the abundant life that only He can give. John 10:10 — “| came that they may have
life and have it abundantly.”

Toxic Relationships —God calls believers into healthy fellowship that builds up, instead
of relationships that destroy or lead into sin. 2 Corinthians 6:17 says, “Therefore go out
from their midst, and be separate from them, says the Lord...”

Eternal Separation from God (Hell) — Salvation assures eternal life in the presence of
God instead of eternal separation from Him in Hell. This is often referred to as being saved
from the “second death” or eternal damnation. Revelation 20:14-15 describes the fate of
those who are not saved: “Then Death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. This is
the second death, the lake of fire. And if anyone’s name was not found written in the book
of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire.”

The Present Evil Age — Salvation delivers us from the corrupt system of the world that is
opposed to God’s truth. Galatians 1:4 — “Who gave himself for our sins to deliver us from
the present evil age...”

Futile Way of Life — Through Christ, we are redeemed from empty, meaningless living and
given true purpose. 1 Peter 1:18-19 — “...redeemed from the futile ways inherited from
your forefathers... with the precious blood of Christ.”

Fear of Death —The believer is freed from the lifelong slavery caused by the fear of dying.
Hebrews 2:14-15 — “.. .that through death he might destroy the one who has the power of
death... and deliver all those who through fear of death were subject to lifelong slavery.”

Slavery to Sin —We are set free from being slaves to sinful desires and empowered to live
in righteousness. Romans 6:17-18 — “...you have been set free from sin and have become
slaves to righteousness.”

Idolatry and False Worship — Salvation turns us from worshiping created things to

worshiping the true and living God. 1 Thessalonians 1:9 — “...how you turned to God from
idols to serve the living and true God.”
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The Curse of the Law — Christ redeems us from the curse that comes from failing to
perfectly keep God’s law. Galatians 3:13 — “Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law
by becoming a curse for us.”

Guilt and Shame —In Jesus, our sins are forgiven and our shame is removed. Psalm 34:5
— “Those who look to him are radiant, and their faces shall never be ashamed.”

The Second Death — The believer is saved from eternal punishment in the lake of fire.
Revelation 2:11 — “...the one who conquers will not be hurt by the second death.”

Restlessness of the Soul — Salvation brings true rest from the burdens and unrest
caused by sin and the world. Matthew 11:28-29 — “Come to me... and | will give you rest...
you will find rest for your souls.”

Spiritual Blindness — Without Christ, people cannot see or understand the truth of God’s
Word; salvation opens our eyes. 2 Corinthians 4:4 — “The god of this world has blinded
the minds of the unbelievers...”

Hardened Heart — God saves us from the spiritual deadness and hardness that keeps us
from responding to Him. Ezekiel 36:26 — “I will remove the heart of stone from your flesh
and give you a heart of flesh.”

Hopelessness — Salvation rescues us from a life without hope or God. Ephesians 2:12-
13 —"*...having no hope and without God... but now... brought near by the blood of Christ.”

Alienation from God —We are saved from being estranged from the Creator and brought
into fellowship with Him. Colossians 1:21-22 — “...you, who once were alienated... he has
now reconciled...”

Spiritual Orphanhood - In salvation, God adopts us as His children, rescuing us from
spiritual abandonment. Romans 8:15 — “...you have received the Spirit of adoption as
sons...”

Powerlessness to Resist Temptation —In Christ, we are given the strength to resist sin
and overcome temptation. 1 Corinthians 10:13 —“...he will also provide the way of escape,
that you may be able to endure it.”

The Dominion of the Flesh — We are set free from being ruled by our sinful nature.
Romans 8:12-13 — “...if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, you will live.”

The Sting of Death — Death no longer has victory over the believer. 1 Corinthians 15:55-
57 — “O death, where is your victory? O death, where is your sting? ...God... gives us the
victory through... Jesus Christ.”

A Worthless Mind — Salvation delivers us from a reprobate or depraved mind that rejects
God. Romans 1:28 — “...God gave them up to a debased mind to do what ought not to be
done.”
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« Wandering Without Purpose — Salvation gives us God’s direction instead of spiritual
aimlessness. Proverbs 3:6 — “In all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make straight
your paths.”

So another reason Why To Believe In Jesus - Is To Be Forgiven and

Receive God’s Grace and Mercy

Forgiveness is at the very heart of the gospel message. All humanity has sinned and fallen
short of God’s glory (Romans 3:23), leaving us guilty before a holy and righteous Judge. On
our own, we cannot erase the record of our wrongs or earn God’s favor. But in His love, God
provided a way for complete forgiveness through Jesus Christ. On the cross, Jesus bore our
sins in His body (1 Peter 2:24), taking upon Himself the punishment we deserved. Because
of His sacrifice, our sins can be washed away completely, “though they are red as crimson,
they shall be like wool” (Isaiah 1:18).

Receiving God’s forgiveness is more than the removal of guilt — it is the restoration of our
relationship with Him. When we confess our sins and trust in Jesus, He promises to cleanse
us from all unrighteousness (1 John 1:9). Forgiveness brings peace to the conscience,
freedom from the weight of shame, and reconciliation with our Creator. It is a divine act of
mercy, not something we can earn, but something freely given because of God’s great love.

Grace is the unmerited favor of God, freely poured out upon those who believe. It is by grace
we are saved through faith, “and this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God” (Ephesians
2:8-9). God'’s grace goes beyond forgiveness — it empowers us to live a new life, transforms
our hearts, and enables us to walk in obedience. Alongside grace is God’s mercy, His
compassionate withholding of the judgment we deserve. Grace gives us what we do not
deserve — salvation and eternal life; mercy spares us from what we do deserve — eternal
separation from Him.

To be forgiven and to receive God’s grace and mercy is to be given a fresh start, a clean slate,
and a new identity in Christ. It is the assurance that our sins are remembered no more
(Hebrews 8:12) and that His mercies are new every morning (Lamentations 3:22-23). In
Jesus, we are not only pardoned but welcomed as beloved children into God’s family, free to
live in His love and in the hope of eternal life. This is why believing in Jesus is the only way to
experience full forgiveness and to stand before God clothed in His grace and mercy forever.

Why Should Everyone Believe in Jesus Christ ? Cont.
More ( 136 Reasons) Why We Should Believe In Jesus:

1. He Demonstrates and Gives Us God’s Love — John 3:16 — “For God so loved
the world, that he gave his only Son...”
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

He Offers Eternal Life In Heaven — John 3:36 — “Whoever believes in the Son has
eternal life.”

He Died for Our Sins — Romans 5:8 — “While we were still sinners, Christ died for

us.

He is the Resurrection and the Life —John 11:25 —“| am the resurrection and the
life...”

He Forgives The Sins of Those Who Believe In Him — Ephesians 1:7 — “In him
we have redemption... the forgiveness of sins.”

He is the Only Way to Salvation — John 14:6 — “| am the way, and the truth, and
the life...”

He Gives Peace with God — Romans 5:1 — “We have peace with God through our
Lord Jesus Christ.”

He Delivers Us from Darkness — Colossians 1:13 — “He has delivered us from the
domain of darkness and transferred us to the kingdom of his beloved Son.”

He Transforms Our Lives — Romans 12:2 — “Be transformed by the renewal of
your mind, that by testing you may discern what is the will of God...”

He Gives Us New Life — 2 Corinthians 5:17 — “If anyone is in Christ, he is a new
creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new has come.”

He Gives Us a Sound Mind — 2 Timothy 1:7 — “God gave us a spirit not of fear but
of power and love and self-control.”

He Gives Us a Pure Heart — Psalm 51:10 — “Create in me a clean heart, O God,
and renew a right spirit within me.”

He Conquered Death — 1 Corinthians 15:54 — “Death is swallowed up in victory.”

He Brings Grace and Truth — John 1:17 — “Grace and truth came through Jesus
Christ.”

He Is Our Advocate — 1 John 2:1 — “We have an advocate with the Father, Jesus
Christ the righteous.”

He Reconciles Us to God — 2 Corinthians 5:19 — “In Christ God was reconciling
the world to himself.”

He Gives Us Access to God — Ephesians 2:18 — “Through him we... have access
to the Father.”
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18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24,

25.

26.

217.

28.

29.

30.

31.

32.

33.

34.

He Comforts and Consoles Us— 2 Corinthians 1:3—4 — “The God of all comfort...
comforts us in all our affliction.”

He Is Compassionate — Psalm 103:13 — “As a father shows compassion to his
children, so the Lord shows compassion to those who fear him.”

He Blesses Others and Our Lives Also — Genesis 12:2 — “| will bless you... so
that you will be a blessing.”

He Has All Authority — Matthew 28:18 — “All authority in heaven and on earth has
been given to me.”

He Will Return Again — Acts 1:11 — “This same Jesus... will come back in the same

way...

He is the Righteous Judge — Acts 10:42 — “He is the one appointed by God to be
judge...”

He Sends the Holy Spirit — John 14:26 — “The Helper, the Holy Spirit... will teach
you all things.”

He Gives Us Power Over Sin — Romans 6:14 — “Sin will have no dominion over

you...

He is the Cornerstone — 1 Peter 2:7 — “The stone that the builders rejected has
become the cornerstone.”

He Is Worthy of Worship — Revelation 5:13 — “To him... be blessing and honor
and glory...”

He Unites Believers — Galatians 3:28 — “You are all one in Christ Jesus.”

He Gives Us a New ldentity — 2 Corinthians 5:17 — “If anyone is in Christ, he is a
new creation.”

He Intercedes for Us — Hebrews 7:25 — “He always lives to make intercession for
them.”

He Will Reign Forever — Luke 1:33 — “Of his kingdom there will be no end.”

Jesus is the Son of God — 1 John 4:14 — “The Father has sent his Son to be the
Savior of the world.”

He Rose from the Dead — Matthew 28:6 — “He is not here, for he has risen...”
He is the Fulfillment of Prophecy — 2 Corinthians 1:20 — “All the promises of God

find their Yes in him.”
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35.

36.

37.

38.

30.

40.

41.

42.

43.

44,

45.

46.

47.

48.

49.

50.

51.

He is the Bread of Life —John 6:35— “| am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me
shall not hunger.”

He is the Light of the World — John 8:12 — “| am the light of the world. Whoever
follows me will not walk in darkness.”

He is the Good Shepherd — John 10:11 — “The good shepherd lays down his life
for the sheep.”

He Reveals God the Father — John 14:9 — “Whoever has seen me has seen the
Father.”

He is the Image of the Invisible God — Colossians 1:15 — “The image of the
invisible God...”

He Created All Things — John 1:3 — “All things were made through him...”

He Upholds the Universe — Hebrews 1:3 — “He upholds the universe by the word
of his power.”

He Came to Serve, Not to Be Served — Matthew 20:28 — “The Son of Man came...
to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.”

He Humbled Himself for Us — Philippians 2:8 — “He humbled himself by becoming
obedient to the point of death...”

He Was Tempted, Yet Without Sin — Hebrews 4:15 — “Tempted as we are, yet
without sin.”

He Breaks Down Walls of Division — Ephesians 2:14 — “He... has broken down...
the dividing wall of hostility.”

Heis the Head of the Church — Ephesians 5:23 — “Christ is the head of the church,
his body.”

He Sanctifies Believers — Ephesians 5:26 — “Cleansed... by the washing of water
with the word.”

He Fills Believers with Joy — John 15:11 — “That my joy may be in you, and that
your joy may be full.”

He Gives Abundant Life — John 10:10 — “I came that they may have life and have
it abundantly.”

He Heals the Brokenhearted — Isaiah 61:1 (Luke 4:18) — “He has sent me to bind
up the brokenhearted.”

He Casts Out Fear — 1 John 4:18 — “Perfect love casts out fear.”
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52.

53.

54.

55.

56.

57.

58.

59.

60.

61.

62.

63.

64.

65.

66.

67.

68.

69.

He is the Author and Finisher of Our Faith —Hebrews 12:2 — “Jesus, the founder
and perfecter of our faith.”

He Gives Wisdom — Colossians 2:3 — “In whom are hidden all the treasures of
wisdom and knowledge.”

He Strengthens Us — Philippians 4:13 — “I can do all things through him who
strengthens me.”

He Will Never Leave Us — Matthew 28:20 — “| am with you always, to the end of
the age.”

He Will Wipe Away Every Tear — Revelation 21:4 — “He will wipe away every tear
from their eyes.”

He Will Make All Things New — Revelation 21:5 — “Behold, | am making all things

new.

Jesus Gives Living Water — John 4:14 — “Whoever drinks of the water... will never
be thirsty again.”

He Invites All to Come to Him — Matthew 11:28 — “Come to me, all who labor and
are heavy laden...”

He Heals the Sick — Matthew 8:16 — “He healed all who were sick.”
He Casts Out Demons — Matthew 8:16 — “With a word he drove out the spirits.”

He Has Power Over Nature — Matthew 8:27 — “Even the winds and the sea obey
him!”

He Raises the Dead — John 11:43 — “Lazarus, come out!”
He Performs Miracles — John 2:11 — “This... manifested his glory.”

He Teaches with Authority — Mark 1:22 — “He was teaching... as one who had
authority.”

He Fulfills the Law — Matthew 5:17 — “| have not come to abolish them but to fulfill
them.”

He Blesses the Poor in Spirit — Matthew 5:3 — “Blessed are the poor in spirit...”

He Comforts Those Who Mourn — Matthew 5:4 — “Blessed are those who
mourn...”

He Promises to Answer Prayer — Matthew 7:7 — “Ask, and it will be given to

you...
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70.

71.

72.

73.

74.

75.

76.

77.

78.

79.

80.

81.

82.

83.

84.

85.

86.

87.

88.

He Knows Our Hearts — John 2:24-25 — “He himself knew what was in man.”

He Paid the Ransom for Many — Mark 10:45 — “To give his life as a ransom for
many.”

He Welcomes Children — Matthew 19:14 — “Let the little children come to me...”

He Calls Sinners to Repentance — Mark 2:17 — “| came not to call the righteous,
but sinners.”

He Rewards Faith — Mark 5:34 — “Your faith has made you well.”

He Does the Will of the Father — John 5:30 — “I seek not my own will but the will
of him who sent me.”

He Prays for Believers — John 17:20 — “I do not ask for these only, but also for
those who will believe in me...”

He Brings True Freedom — John 8:36 — “If the Son sets you free, you will be free
indeed.”

He Shows Compassion — Matthew 9:36 — “He had compassion for them...”
He Overcame the World — John 16:33 — “Take heart; | have overcome the world.”

He Gives Victory Over the Enemy — 1 John 3:8 — “The Son of God appeared... to
destroy the works of the devil.”

He Will Judge with Justice — Acts 17:31 — “He will judge the world in
righteousness.”

He Is Coming Soon — Revelation 22:20 — “Surely | am coming soon.”
Jesus Is the True Vine — John 15:5 — “l am the vine; you are the branches...”
He Prepares a Place for Us — John 14:2—-3 — “| go and prepare a place for you...”

He Is the Gate for the Sheep — John 10:9—*| am the gate. Whoever enters through
me will be saved.”

He Knows His Sheep Personally — John 10:14 — “| know my own and my own
know me.”

He Gives Us Rest for Our Souls — Matthew 11:29 — “You will find rest for your
souls.”

He Bears Our Burdens — 1 Peter 5:7 — “Cast all your anxiety on him because he
cares for you.”
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89.

90.

91.

92.

93.

94.

95.

96.

97.

98.

99.

100.

101.

102.

103.

104.

105.

106.

He Gives Spiritual Sight — John 9:39 — “So that the blind will see.”
He Is Our Peace — Ephesians 2:14 — “He himself is our peace.”

He Breaks Chains of Bondage — Isaiah 61:1 (Luke 4:18) — “To proclaim liberty to
the captives.”

He Hears Our Prayers — John 14:13 — “Whatever you ask in my name, | will do it.”

He Is Always with Us — Matthew 28:20 — “| am with you always, even to the end of
the age.”

He Delivers from Evil — Matthew 6:13 — “Deliver us from evil.”

He Provides for Our Needs — Matthew 6:32 — “Your heavenly Father knows that
you need them all.”

He Is Gentle and Lowly in Heart — Matthew 11:29 — “| am gentle and lowly in
heart.”

He Loves Us Unconditionally — John 13:1 — “He loved them to the end.”

He Gives Hope That Does Not Disappoint — Romans 5:5 — “Hope does not put
us to shame.”

He Gave Us the New Covenant — Luke 22:20 — “This cup... is the new covenant
in my blood.”

He Paid the Ultimate Price — 1 Corinthians 6:20 — “You were bought with a price.”

He Makes Us Children of God — John 1:12 — “He gave the right to become children
of God.”

He Gives Us an Inheritance — Romans 8:17 — “Heirs of God and fellow heirs with
Christ.”

He Will Confess Us Before the Father — Matthew 10:32 — “| will... acknowledge
before my Father...”

He Will Reward the Faithful — Revelation 22:12 — “| am coming soon, bringing my
recompense with me.”

He Is Faithful and True — Revelation 19:11 — “He is called Faithful and True.”

He Has the Name Above All Names — Philippians 2:10 — “At the name of Jesus
every knee should bow.”
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107.

108.

109.

110.

111.

112.

113.

114.

115.

116.

117.

118.

119.

120.

121.

122.

He Will Reign Forever as King of Kings — Revelation 19:16 — “King of kings and
Lord of lords.”

Jesus Gives Us the Mind of Christ — 1 Corinthians 2:16 — “We have the mind of
Christ.”

He Is the Mediator Between God and Man — 1 Timothy 2:5 — “There is one
mediator... Christ Jesus.”

He Empowers Us to Do Greater Works — John 14:12 — “Whoever believes in
me... will do even greater things.”

He Was Anointed by God — Acts 10:38 — “God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with
the Holy Spirit...”

He Frees Us from Condemnation — Romans 8:1 — “There is... no condemnation
for those who are in Christ Jesus.”

He Was Made Like Us to Help Us — Hebrews 2:17 — “He had to be made like his
brothers in every respect.”

He Is Merciful and Faithful — Hebrews 2:17 — “A merciful and faithful high priest.”

He Sympathizes with Our Weaknesses — Hebrews 4:15 — “Not... unable to
sympathize with our weaknesses.”

He Perfects Our Faith — Hebrews 12:2 — “Looking to Jesus, the founder and
perfecter of our faith.”

He Will Never Blot Out Our Names from the Book of Life — Revelation 3:5 —“I
will never blot out the name... from the book of life.”

He Gives Us Spiritual Gifts — Ephesians 4:7 — “Grace was given... according to
the measure of Christ’s gift.”

He Is the Foundation of Our Faith — 1 Corinthians 3:11 — “No one can lay a
foundation... other than... Jesus Christ.”

He Gave Us the Holy Spirit as a Guarantee — 2 Corinthians 1:22 — “Put his Spirit
in our hearts as a deposit.”

He Strengthens Us in Trials — 2 Corinthians 12:9 — “My grace is sufficient for
you...”

He Is the Anchor of Our Soul —Hebrews 6:19 — “We have this hope as an anchor
for the soul.”
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123.

124.

125.

126.

127.

128.

129.

130.

131.

132.

133.

134.

135.

136.

He Brings True Joy — John 16:24 — “Ask and you will receive, and your joy will be
complete.”

He Removes Our Shame — Romans 10:11 — “Whoever believes in him will not be
put to shame.”

He Destroys the Power of Death — Hebrews 2:14 — “He destroyed the one who
has the power of death...”

He Teaches Us to Love — John 13:34 — “Just as | have loved you... love one
another.”

He Brings Reconciliation Among People — Ephesians 2:14 — “He has made us
both one...”

He Guards Our Hearts and Minds — Philippians 4.7 — “The peace of God... will
guard your hearts...”

He Helps Us Bear Fruit — John 15:5 — “Whoever abides in me... bears much fruit.”

He Is Our Example in Suffering — 1 Peter 2:21 — “Leaving you an example, so that
you might follow...”

He Calls Us Friends — John 15:15 — “| have called you friends.”

He Completes the Good Work He Started in Us — Philippians 1:6 — “He who
began a good work... will bring it to completion.”

He is the Mediator Between Us and God — 1 Timothy 2:5 — “There is one
mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus.”

He Warns Us of False Beliefs and False Teachers — Matthew 7:15 — “Beware
of false prophets, who come to you in sheep’s clothing...”

He Is Faithful — 2 Thessalonians 3:3 — “The Lord is faithful; he will strengthen you
and guard you...”

He Is the Same Yesterday, Today, and Forever — Hebrews 13:8 — “Jesus Christ
is the same yesterday and today and forever.”

Why Believe in Jesus Christ?

Because God Calls Us

The call of God is one of the most profound truths in Scripture, revealing His sovereign

initiative in drawing people to Himself. We do not come to God on our own terms or by our
own wisdom—rather, He is the One who seeks us first (John 6:44). This calling flows out of
His great love and mercy, as seen throughout the Bible. In the Old Testament, God called
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Abraham out of his homeland to follow Him into a covenant relationship (Genesis 12:1-3),
and He called Israel to be His chosen people (Isaiah 41:9). These examples show that God’s
call is personal, purposeful, and rooted in His plan for redemption. In the New Testament, this
same God calls individuals to follow Jesus Christ, not just into belief, but into a transformed
life shaped by His will (2 Timothy 1:9).

God'’s call is not merely an invitation—it is a summons from the Creator to respond in faith
and obedience. Jesus modeled this during His ministry by personally calling His disciples,
saying, “Follow Me” (Matthew 4:19). This call was not based on their qualifications, but on His
authority and purpose for their lives. In the same way, God calls people today out of spiritual
darkness into His marvelous light (1 Peter 2:9). Responding to this call is an act of trust,
acknowledging that His wisdom and plans are far greater than our own. It is also a recognition
that the God who calls is faithful to equip and guide those He chooses (1 Thessalonians 5:24).

The calling of God is also deeply connected to the work of the Holy Spirit. The Spirit convicts
hearts (John 16:8), opens spiritual understanding (1 Corinthians 2:10-12), and draws people
to repentance (Acts 2:37-39). This inner work makes God’s call effective—it is not a mere
outward announcement, but a supernatural awakening that leads to salvation and new life.
Paul emphasizes that believers are “called according to His purpose” (Romans 8:28-30),
meaning that God’s call is not random; it is intentional and directed toward His ultimate goal
of conforming us to the image of Christ.

Finally, God’s call is both present and eternal. In the present, it is a call to follow Jesus daily,
walking in holiness, love, and service. But it also points toward the eternal hope of being with
Him forever (1 Thessalonians 4:16-17). This future aspect gives believers courage and
perseverance, knowing that “the God of all grace... has called you to His eternal glory in
Christ” (1 Peter 5:10). Because God calls us, we can live with confidence that our lives have

meaning, direction, and destiny. The call of God is the starting point of our salvation, the
guiding force of our discipleship, and the sure promise of our eternal inheritance.

God’s Call in Scripture
1. God’s Call to Salvation

1. Isaiah 55:6 — Seek the Lord while He may be found; call upon Him while He is near.
2. Jeremiah 31:3 —God draws us with everlasting love.

3.  Matthew 11:28 — Jesus calls the weary and burdened to find rest in Him.

4. John 6:44 —No one comes to Jesus unless the Father draws them.

5. Acts 2:39 —The promise is for all whom the Lord our God will call.

6. Romans 1.6 —Believers are called to belong to Jesus Christ.

7. 2 Timothy 1:9 — God saved us and called us with a holy calling.
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2. God’s Call to Discipleship and Holiness

8. Matthew 4:19 — Jesus calls His disciples to follow Him and become fishers of men.

9. Romans 8:28-30 — Those called by God are predestined to be conformed to the
image of His Son.

10. 1 Corinthians 1:9 — Called into the fellowship of God’s Son.
11. 1 Peter 1:15— Called to be holy as God is holy.
12. 1 Thessalonians 4:7 —Called to live a holy life, not in impurity.
13. Ephesians 4:1 — Live worthy of the calling you have received.
14. Colossians 3:15 — Called to peace as members of one body.

3. God’s Call to Eternal Life and Glory
15. 1 Peter 2:9 — Called out of darkness into God’s marvelous light.
16. 1 Thessalonians 2:12 — Called into His kingdom and glory.
17. Hebrews 3:1 — Partakers of a heavenly calling.
18. 1 Peter 5:10— God has called you to His eternal glory in Christ.
19. Philippians 3:14 — Press toward the goal for the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.

20. Revelation 17:14 —The called, chosen, and faithful will be with the Lamb in victory.

Because Jesus Took the Penalty of Our Sin

At the heart of the Gospel is the truth that Jesus Christ willingly bore the penalty of our
sin so that we could be forgiven and reconciled to God. The Bible teaches that “the wages of
sin is death” (Romans 6:23) — eternal separation from God is the just result of human
rebellion. Because God is holy and just, sin cannot go unpunished. Yet because God is also
love, He provided a substitute to take our place. Jesus, the sinless Son of God (1 Peter 2:22),
came into the world to bear our sins in His own body on the cross (1 Peter 2:24). This was not
a symbolic gesture but a real payment for our guilt. By His sacrifice, He satisfied the justice
of God while extending mercy to sinners.

The penalty for sin is not merely physical death but spiritual death — separation from the life
of God (Ephesians 2:1-3). On the cross, Jesus experienced the full weight of that penalty. As
Paul writes in 2 Corinthians 5:21, God made Him “who knew no sin to be sin for us,” meaning
that our guilt was placed upon Him so that we could be clothed in His righteousness. This is
the essence of substitutionary atonement — the innocent taking the place of the guilty. When
Jesus cried out, “It is finished” (John 19:30), He was declaring that the debt for sin had been
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paid in full. The barrier between God and humanity was removed, making reconciliation
possible for all who believe.

This truth reveals the depth of God'’s love and the seriousness of sin. If sin could have been
excused or overlooked, the cross would have been unnecessary. But because the penalty
was real and unavoidable, Jesus had to die in our place. This shows that salvation is not
earned by human effort, religious ritual, or moral improvement; it is received as a gift of grace
through faith in the finished work of Christ (Ephesians 2:8-9). Believing in Jesus means
trusting that His death is sufficient to cover every sin — past, present, and future — and
resting in the assurance that there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus
(Romans 8:1).

The resurrection of Jesus is the divine confirmation that His payment was accepted by the
Father. If Jesus had remained in the grave, there would be no assurance that the penalty was
truly removed. But His victory over death proves that sin’s power has been broken and that
eternal life is secure for those who belong to Him (1 Corinthians 15:17-22). Because Jesus
took the penalty of our sin, we are free from the curse of the law, restored to fellowship with
God, and empowered by the Holy Spirit to live in holiness. This is why the believer’s hope and
confidence rest entirely on Christ — the One who took our place, bore our punishment, and
opened the way to everlasting life.

Jesus Took the Penalty of Our Sin — Key Scriptures
Old Testament Prophecies
1. Isaiah 53:4-5—He bore our griefs and was pierced for our transgressions.
2. Isaiah 53:6 —The Lord laid on Him the iniquity of us all.
3. Isaiah 53:10-11 — The suffering Servant bears sin and justifies many.
4. Psalm 22:16-18 — Prophecy of the Messiah’s suffering on the cross.
5. Daniel 9:26 — The Anointed One will be cut off, but not for Himself.
Jesus 'Own Words
6. Matthew 20:28 — The Son of Man came to give His life as a ransom for many.
7. John 10:11 — The Good Shepherd lays down His life for the sheep.
8. John 15:13 — Greater love has no one than to lay down one’s life for friends.
Apostolic Teaching

9. Romans 3:23-25 — God presented Christ as a sacrifice of atonement through His
blood.
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10. Romans 5:8 —While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.
11. Romans 6:23 —The wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ.

12. 2 Corinthians 5:21 — He became sin for us so we could become God’s
righteousness.

13. Galatians 3:13 — Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse
for us.

14. Ephesians 1:7 —In Him we have redemption through His blood.

15. Philippians 2:8 — He humbled Himself to the point of death, even death on a cross.
16. Colossians 2:13-14 —He forgave us, nailing the record of debt to the cross.

17. Hebrews 9:28 — Christ was offered once to bear the sins of many.

18. 1 Peter 2:24 —He bore our sins in His body on the tree.

19. 1 Peter 3:18-Christ suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, to bring
us to God.

20. 1 John 2:2 — He is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and for the sins of the whole
world.

Because of the Need for Repentance

Repentance is at the very heart of the Gospel message and one of the clearest reasons why
we must turn to Jesus Christ. Scripture teaches that “all have sinned and fall short of the glory
of God” (Romans 3:23), meaning that every person is guilty before a holy God. Sin is not
simply a collection of bad habits or mistakes—it is rebellion against God’s authority and a
breaking of His law. This guilt demands a response, and the biblical answer is repentance:
turning away from sin and turning toward God. Without repentance, there can be no true
reconciliation with Him, for unrepented sin continues to separate us from His presence (Isaiah
59:2). Jesus began His ministry by declaring, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand”
(Matthew 4:17), making it clear that repentance is not optional—it is the doorway into God’s
kingdom.

Repentance is more than feeling sorry for wrongdoing; it is a change of mind, heart, and
direction. The Greek word metanoia means a complete turning—away from sin and toward
God’s will. This change is empowered by the Holy Spirit, who convicts the world of sin,
righteousness, and judgment (John 16:8). True repentance is evidenced by transformation:
forsaking sinful ways, pursuing righteousness, and producing fruit consistent with a changed
heart (Luke 3:8). The apostle Paul described this as “godly sorrow” that leads to repentance
without regret (2 Corinthians 7:10). Such repentance is not a human work that earns salvation,
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but a God-given response to His grace, preparing the heart to receive the forgiveness that
comes only through Jesus Christ.

The need for repentance also reveals the urgency of salvation. Acts 17:30-31 declares that
God “commands all people everywhere to repent” because He has set a day of judgment
through Jesus Christ. This means that repentance is not merely a religious ritual—it is a divine
command tied to eternal consequences. Those who refuse to repent remain under the just
judgment of God, while those who humble themselves and turn to Him in faith are forgiven,
cleansed, and restored to fellowship with Him (1 John 1:9). Jesus Himself warned that “unless
you repent, you will all likewise perish” (Luke 13:3), underscoring that repentance is a matter
of spiritual life and death.

Ultimately, repentance is not a message of condemnation but of hope. God’s call to repent
flows out of His deep desire to forgive and restore (Ezekiel 33:11). Through repentance and
faith in Christ, the burden of sin is lifted, the conscience is cleansed, and the heart is renewed.
Acts 3:19 promises that when we repent and turn to God, our sins are wiped away and “times
of refreshing” come from the Lord. This is why the Gospel cannot be separated from the call

to repentance—it is the gracious offer of a new beginning, a restored relationship with God,
and the assurance of eternal life through Jesus Christ.

Repentance in Scripture

Old Testament Foundations

1. 2 Chronicles 7:14 — If God’s people humble themselves, pray, and turn from wicked
ways, He will forgive and heal.

2. Proverbs 28:13 — Whoever conceals sin will not prosper, but confession and
forsaking bring mercy.

3. Isaiah 55:6-7 — Seek the Lord, forsake wicked ways, and return to Him for abundant
pardon.

4. Ezekiel 18:30-32 — Repent and turn from all transgressions so iniquity will not be
your ruin.

5. Joel 2:12-13 — Return to God with all your heart, for He is gracious and merciful.
The Call of John the Baptist

6. Matthew 3:1-2 — John preaches, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.”

7.  Luke 3:8 —Bear fruit in keeping with repentance.

8. Mark 1:4 —John’s baptism was for repentance and the forgiveness of sins.
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Jesus 'Teaching

9. Matthew 4:17 — Jesus begins His ministry calling for repentance because the
kingdom is near.

10. Luke 5:32 —Jesus came to call sinners to repentance.
11. Luke 13:3 —Unless you repent, you will all likewise perish.
12. Luke 15:7 —Heaven rejoices over one sinner who repents.

Apostolic Preaching

13. Acts 2:38 — Repent and be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness
of sins.

14. Acts 3:19 — Repent and turn back so your sins may be blotted out.

15. Acts 17:30 — God commands all people everywhere to repent.

16. Acts 20:21 — Testifying of repentance toward God and faith in Jesus Christ.

17. Acts 26:20 — Paul urged repentance and deeds consistent with repentance.
Theological Foundations

18. Romans 2:4 —God’s kindness leads to repentance.

19. 2 Corinthians 7:10 — Godly sorrow produces repentance leading to salvation.

20. 2 Peter 3:9 — God is patient, not wanting anyone to perish but all to come to
repentance.

Because We Need to Be Saved

The need for salvation is universal because the human condition is universally marked
by sin. Scripture declares that “all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God” (Romans
3:23), meaning no one meets God’s perfect standard of holiness. Sin is more than individual
acts of wrongdoing—it is a state of rebellion against God that results in separation from Him
(Isaiah 59:2). This separation is deadly, for “the wages of sin is death” (Romans 6:23), both
physical death and eternal spiritual death. Left to ourselves, we cannot bridge this gap or
undo our guilt through good works or religious rituals. The reality is that without divine
intervention, every person faces judgment and eternal separation from God (Hebrews 9:27).
This is why salvation is not optional—it is an urgent necessity.

God’s plan of salvation is rooted in His love and mercy. From the beginning, He promised a

Redeemer who would crush the power of sin and death (Genesis 3:15). In the fullness of time,
that Redeemer came—Jesus Christ, the Son of God—who “came to seek and to save the lost”
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(Luke 19:10). Salvation is not merely rescue from punishment; it is deliverance from sin’s
power and restoration to a right relationship with God. Through His life, death, and
resurrection, Jesus accomplished what we could never achieve on our own: He bore our sins
(1 Peter 2:24), satisfied God'’s justice (Romans 3:25-26), and opened the way to eternal life
(John 14:6).

To be saved means more than avoiding eternal condemnation—it means receiving new life,
reconciliation with God, and the indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit (Titus 3:5-6). Salvation
transforms our hearts, renews our minds, and empowers us to live in obedience to God’s will.
It is both a present reality—Dbringing forgiveness, peace, and spiritual freedom—and a future
hope—promising eternal life in God’s presence where there will be no more sin, suffering, or
death (Revelation 21:4). Without salvation, a person remains in bondage to sin and under
God’s righteous judgment; with salvation, we are adopted into God’s family and secured in
His love forever.

The urgency of salvation is echoed throughout the New Testament. Paul writes, “Now is the
day of salvation” (2 Corinthians 6:2), emphasizing that no one should delay responding to
God’s offer of grace. Salvation is received by grace through faith—not by works—so that it
may be entirely the gift of God (Ephesians 2:8-9). This means it is available to all who repent
and believe in Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior (Acts 16:31). The reason we need to be saved
is not simply to escape judgment but to experience the fullness of God’s purpose for us:
eternal life in Christ, restored fellowship with our Creator, and the joy of glorifying Him forever.

Why We Need to Be Saved & How God Saves Us
Our Need for Salvation
1. Romans 3:23 - All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.
2. Ecclesiastes 7:20 — No one on earth is righteous and without sin.
3. lIsaiah 53:6 — All have gone astray; each has turned to their own way.
4. Romans 6:23 — The wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life.
5. Isaiah 59:2 — Sin separates us from God.
6. Jeremiah 17:9 —The heart is deceitful and desperately wicked.
7. Hebrews 9:27 — It is appointed for people to die once, then face judgment.
God'’s Provision for Salvation
8. John 3:16 — God loved the world and gave His Son for our salvation.

9. Romans 5:8 —While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.
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10. 1 Peter 2:24 — Jesus bore our sins in His body on the cross.
11. Isaiah 53:5 — By His wounds we are healed.

12. 2 Corinthians 5:21 — He became sin for us so we could become God’s
righteousness.

13. Hebrews 9:28 — Christ was offered once to bear the sins of many.

The Response God Requires

14. Acts 2:38 —Repent and be baptized for the forgiveness of sins.

15. Romans 10:9-10 — Confess with your mouth and believe in your heart that Jesus is
Lord.

16. Ephesians 2:8-9 — Salvation is by grace through faith, not works.
17. John 14:6 — Jesus is the only way to the Father.
The Promise to the Saved

18. John 5:24 —Whoever believes has eternal life and will not come into judgment.
19. 1 John 5:11-12 — Eternal life is in God’s Son; whoever has the Son has life.

20. Revelation 21:4 — God will wipe away every tear, and there will be no more death or
pain.

Because We Need to Be Delivered from Sin and Evil

The Bible is clear that humanity’s greatest problem is not political instability, economic
hardship, or even physical suffering—it is the spiritual bondage of sin and the power of evil.
From the moment of Adam and Eve’s disobedience in the Garden (Genesis 3:1-7), sin entered
the world and spread to all people (Romans 5:12). Sin is not just wrong actions; it is a corrupt
nature that inclines us away from God and toward rebellion against His will. This sin nature
opens the door for evil to influence and enslave us, both personally and collectively. Jesus
declared that “everyone who practices sin is a slave to sin” (John 8:34), revealing that apart
from divine intervention, we remain trapped in a spiritual prison. We need deliverance—not
just from sin’s penalty, but also from its power and presence.

This deliverance is something we cannot accomplish on our own. No amount of moral
discipline, self-help, or religious effort can break the chains of sin and evil. The Old Testament
foreshadows God'’s deliverance through stories like Israel’'s exodus from Egypt, where God
rescued His people from slavery by His power (Exodus 14:13-14). This event points to the
greater spiritual deliverance accomplished through Jesus Christ, who came to “proclaim
liberty to the captives” (Luke 4:18). Through His death and resurrection, Jesus broke the
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power of sin (Romans 6:6—7) and disarmed the spiritual forces of evil (Colossians 2:15). He
delivers us from Satan’s dominion and brings us into the kingdom of God’s beloved Son
(Colossians 1:13-14).

Deliverance from sin is both a one-time event and an ongoing process. At the moment of
salvation, we are justified—declared righteous before God—and freed from sin’s ultimate
penalty (Romans 8:1-2). Yet the Christian life also involves sanctification, the ongoing work
of the Holy Spirit who empowers us to overcome sinful habits, resist temptation, and grow in
holiness (Galatians 5:16-17). This daily deliverance requires dependence on God’s Word,
prayer, and the Spirit's power. In this way, we not only escape the grip of personal sin but also
become equipped to stand against the schemes of the evil one (Ephesians 6:10-11).

Ultimately, our complete deliverance will come when Jesus returns to fully and finally remove
sin and evil from creation. Revelation 21:27 promises that nothing impure will enter the eternal
city, and Revelation 20:10 assures that Satan himself will be cast into the lake of fire forever.
Until that day, we cling to the promise of 2 Thessalonians 3:3: “The Lord is faithful, and He
will strengthen you and protect you from the evil one.” The reason we need to be delivered

from sin and evil is not only to escape destruction but to live in the freedom, purity, and joy
God intended for us—walking in fellowship with Him now and forever.

Deliverance from Sin and Evil — Key Scriptures

Old Testament Foundations
1. Exodus 14:13-14 — God will fight for you; you need only to be still.
2. Psalm 34:17 — The righteous cry out, and the Lord delivers them from all troubles.
3.  Psalm 40:2 — God lifts us from the pit of destruction and sets our feet on solid rock.
4. Psalm 51:10-12 — Prayer for cleansing, renewal, and restoration.
5. Psalm 107:13-14 — God saves from distress and breaks chains of bondage.
6. Isaiah 1:18 — Though sins are scarlet, they will be as white as snow.
7. lIsaiah 61:1 —The Spirit of the Lord anoints to proclaim liberty to captives.
The Mission of Jesus
8. Matthew 6:13 — Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from the evil one.
9. Matthew 11:28-30 — Jesus offers rest to the weary and burdened.
10. Luke 4:18 — Jesus came to set the oppressed free.

11. John 8:34-36 — If the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed.
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12. John 10:10 — Jesus came to give abundant life, while the thief comes to steal, Kill,
and destroy.

The Work of Salvation

13. Romans 6:6—7 —We are no longer slaves to sin; we have been set free.
14. Romans 8:1-2 — No condemnation in Christ; the Spirit frees from sin and death.

15. Colossians 1:13-14 — God delivers from the dominion of darkness into Christ’s
kingdom.

16. Colossians 2:15 — Christ disarmed rulers and authorities, triumphing over them.

Ongoing Deliverance and Victory

17. Ephesians 6:10-11 — Be strong in the Lord; put on the full armor of God.
18. 2 Thessalonians 3:3 —The Lord will strengthen and guard you from the evil one.

19. Hebrews 2:14-15 — Jesus destroyed the devil's power and freed those in fear of
death.

20. 1 John 3:8 —The Son of God appeared to destroy the works of the deuvil.

Because We Need to Be Reconciled to God

The Bible teaches that humanity was created for fellowship with God, but sin broke that
relationship. In the beginning, Adam and Eve enjoyed unbroken communion with their
Creator, walking with Him in perfect harmony (Genesis 3:8). Yet when they disobeyed, sin
entered the world, and spiritual separation occurred. This separation is the essence of our
need for reconciliation—without it, we remain alienated from God (Colossians 1:21). Sin not
only distorts our moral nature but also places us under God’s just judgment (Romans 6:23).
The problem is not that God has moved away from us, but that our rebellion has erected a
barrier that only He can remove. Thus, reconciliation is not merely about restoring peace of
mind—it is about restoring peace with God Himself.

Reconciliation is God’s work from beginning to end. We cannot bridge the gap through good
works, religious rituals, or moral improvement. Instead, God took the initiative, motivated by
His love, to make reconciliation possible. Paul declares, “God was in Christ reconciling the
world to Himself, not counting their trespasses against them” (2 Corinthians 5:19). This
reconciliation was accomplished through the death of Jesus Christ, who bore our sins and
removed the enmity between God and humanity (Romans 5:10). By satisfying the demands
of justice through His sacrifice, Jesus opened the way for us to be restored to right
relationship with the Father.
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This reconciliation is received by faith and repentance. It is not automatic—though the offer
is universal, it must be personally accepted. Through trusting in Christ’s atoning work, we are
not only forgiven but also adopted into God’s family (Ephesians 2:13-19). The hostility
between God and the sinner is replaced by peace, friendship, and intimate fellowship.
Moreover, reconciliation transforms our relationships with others; as Paul explains, those
who are reconciled to God are entrusted with “the ministry of reconciliation” (2 Corinthians
5:18), called to extend God'’s peace and forgiveness to the world.

Ultimately, reconciliation points toward the eternal restoration of all things. In Christ, God is
not only repairing the broken bond between Himself and individual believers but is also
reconciling all creation to Himself (Colossians 1:19-20). This means that one day, in the new
heaven and new earth, there will be no more sin, division, or separation from God’s presence
(Revelation 21:3-4). The need for reconciliation is urgent—without it, we remain spiritually

dead and under judgment; with it, we enter into the joy, peace, and eternal life that comes
from being fully restored to the God who made and loves us.

Reconciliation with God — Key Scriptures
The Problem: Sin Separates Us from God

1. Genesis 3:23-24 — Adam and Eve are driven from God’s presence.
2. lIsaiah 59:2 — Sin separates humanity from God.

3.  Romans 3:23 — All have sinned and fall short of God’s glory.

4. Romans 6:23 — The wages of sin is death, but God offers eternal life.

5. Ephesians 2:1-3 — We were dead in trespasses and sins, following the ways of the
world.

God’s Provision: Reconciliation Through Christ

6. Romans 5:8 — God demonstrates His love by Christ dying for us while we were
sinners.

7.  Romans 5:10 —We were reconciled to God through the death of His Son.

8. 2 Corinthians 5:18-19 — God reconciled us to Himself through Christ and gave us
the ministry of reconciliation.

9. 2 Corinthians 5:21 — God made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, so we might
become His righteousness.

10. Colossians 1:20-22 — Through Christ’s death, God reconciles all things to Himself,
making peace.
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11. Ephesians 2:13-16 —We who were far away have been brought near by the blood of
Christ.

12. Hebrews 2:17 — Jesus became a merciful high priest to make atonement for the
people’s sins.

Our Response: Receiving and Living in Reconciliation

13. Acts 3:19 —Repent and turn to God so sins may be wiped away.
14. John 14:6 — Jesus is the only way to the Father.

15. Romans 10:9-10—-Confess Jesus as Lord and believe God raised Him from the dead
to be saved.

16. Galatians 4:4-7 — Through Christ we receive adoption as sons and the Spirit of
sonship.

17. Ephesians 4:32 — Forgive one another as God in Christ forgave you.

18. Colossians 3:13-14 — Forgive as the Lord forgave you; love binds everything
together in unity.

The Final Goal: Eternal Fellowship with God

19. Revelation 21:3-4 — God will dwell with His people; no more death, mourning, or
pain.

20. Revelation 22:3-4 — His servants will see His face, and His name will be on their
foreheads.

To Gain Wisdom and Understanding

The Bible repeatedly teaches that wisdom and understanding are not just intellectual
achievements but spiritual necessities. Proverbs 4.7 declares, “Wisdom is the principal thing;
therefore get wisdom: and with all thy getting get understanding.” Wisdom is the ability to see
life from God’s perspective and live accordingly, while understanding is the discernment to
apply truth rightly in any situation. Without these, we are easily misled by deception, sin, and
the shifting values of the world. Humanity’s fall in the Garden of Eden was, in part, a rejection
of God’s wisdom in favor of human reasoning (Genesis 3:6). To live a life pleasing to God, we
must regain that divine perspective through faith in Jesus Christ, who is Himself “the wisdom
of God” (1 Corinthians 1:24).

True wisdom begins with a right relationship with God. Proverbs 9:10 states, “The fear of the
Lord is the beginning of wisdom, and the knowledge of the Holy One is understanding.” This
reverence is not a paralyzing fear but a deep respect for God’s authority, holiness, and truth.
It recognizes that apart from Him, we cannot know truth in its fullness. James 1:5 assures
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believers that if we lack wisdom, we can ask God, who gives generously without finding fault.
This wisdom is not merely about solving life’s problems; it is about walking in God’s ways,
avoiding sin, and making decisions that honor Him. It leads to moral clarity, spiritual stability,
and eternal perspective.

Wisdom and understanding are also essential for spiritual growth and protection against
falsehood. The New Testament warns that in the last days, many will be deceived by false
doctrines and worldly philosophies (Colossians 2:8). Without God’s wisdom, people are
vulnerable to destructive choices and the influence of the enemy. In contrast, wisdom from
above is “pure, peaceable, gentle, open to reason, full of mercy and good fruits” (James 3:17).
Understanding enables us to discern between truth and error, righteousness and sin, and
temporary gain versus eternal reward. When we pursue wisdom through God’s Word, prayer,
and the guidance of the Holy Spirit, we are equipped to navigate life’s complexities in a way
that reflects Christ’s character.

Ultimately, gaining wisdom and understanding prepares us for both present faithfulness and
eternal life. Jesus praised those who not only hear His words but also put them into practice
(Matthew 7:24), likening them to a wise builder whose house stands firm. In Christ “are hidden
all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge” (Colossians 2:3), meaning that a deeper
relationship with Him leads to deeper insight into life, purpose, and God’s eternal plan. The
pursuit of wisdom is not a side goal in the Christian life—it is central to living in alignment with
God’s will, resisting the pull of sin, and experiencing the joy and peace that come from walking
in His truth.

Wisdom and Understanding — Key Scriptures
Old Testament Foundations

1. Proverbs 4:7 — Wisdom is the principal thing; get wisdom, and with all your getting
get understanding.

2. Proverbs 2:6 — The Lord gives wisdom; from His mouth come knowledge and
understanding.

3. Proverbs 3:13-14 —Blessed is the one who finds wisdom and gains understanding.

4. Proverbs 9:10 — The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom; knowledge of the
Holy One is understanding.

5. Proverbs 16:16 — Getting wisdom is better than gold; understanding is better than
silver.

6. Ecclesiastes 7:12 — Wisdom preserves the life of the one who has it.

7. Job 28:28 —The fear of the Lord is wisdom; to depart from evil is understanding.
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8. Psalm 111:10 - The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom; those who do His
commandments have good understanding.

9. Daniel 2:21 — God gives wisdom to the wise and knowledge to those with
understanding.

10. Isaiah 11:2 —The Spirit of wisdom and understanding rests upon the Messiah.

New Testament Teaching

11. Matthew 7:24 — Whoever hears Jesus 'words and acts on them is like a wise man
building on rock.

12. Luke 21:15 - Jesus will give wisdom that opponents cannot resist or contradict.
13. 1 Corinthians 1:24 — Christ is the power of God and the wisdom of God.

14. 1 Corinthians 1:30 — Christ became for us wisdom from God, righteousness,
sanctification, and redemption.

15. Ephesians 1:17 — Paul prays for the Spirit of wisdom and revelation to know God
better.

16. Colossians 1:9 - Paul asks that believers be filled with knowledge of God’s will in all
wisdom and understanding.

17. Colossians 2:3 —In Christ are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.
18. James 1:5 —If anyone lacks wisdom, they should ask God, who gives generously.
19. James 3:17 —Wisdom from above is pure, peaceable, gentle, and full of mercy.

20. 2 Timothy 3:15 — Scripture makes us wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus.

To Understand Our True Purpose in Life

One of the most profound questions every person faces is, Why am | here? The Bible
teaches that our true purpose in life begins and ends with God. We were created by Him and
for Him (Colossians 1:16), designed to live in fellowship with Him, to glorify His name, and to
enjoy His presence forever. Without this divine relationship, life may be filled with activity,
ambition, and temporary pleasures, but it will lack ultimate meaning. Ecclesiastes 12:13
distills the conclusion of life’s search for purpose: “Fear God and keep His commandments,
for this is the whole duty of man.” Knowing God through faith in Jesus Christ is the foundation
for discovering why we exist and how we are to live.

Our true purpose is not self-defined but God-given. In Ephesians 2:10, Paul writes that we are
God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand
for us to walk in. This means that every believer has a unique role in God'’s plan, yet all share
the same ultimate aim: to reflect His glory (Isaiah 43:7) and proclaim His excellencies (1 Peter
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2:9). This purpose is not limited to religious activities but encompasses all of life—our work,
relationships, service, and even our trials are opportunities to honor God. Jesus modeled this
perfectly, saying, “I have come down from heaven not to do My will but to do the will of Him
who sent Me” (John 6:38), showing that living for God'’s will is central to true purpose.

Understanding our true purpose also changes how we view life’s challenges and seasons.
Without God’s perspective, suffering and hardship may seem meaningless; but in Christ,
even trials can be used for eternal good (Romans 8:28-29). Our purpose includes becoming
more like Jesus, which often happens through the refining process of life’s struggles. Paul’s
own life demonstrates this: whether preaching the Gospel, enduring persecution, or building
up the Church, he lived with a singular focus—"that | may know Him” (Philippians 3:10) and
“finish the race” (2 Timothy 4:7). Purpose is found not in ease or comfort but in faithful
obedience to God’s calling.

Ultimately, our true purpose in life is inseparable from eternity. Earthly goals—success,
wealth, fame—are temporary, but our relationship with God has everlasting significance.
Jesus asked, “What good will it be for someone to gain the whole world, yet forfeit their soul?”
(Matthew 16:26). When we live for God’s purposes, we store up treasures in heaven (Matthew
6:19-21), impact others for Christ, and prepare for the day we will stand before Him.
Understanding and living in this God-given purpose leads to the deepest fulfillment, enduring
joy, and the confident hope that our lives are part of something far greater than ourselves—
His eternal kingdom.

Finding and Living God’s Purpose — Key Scriptures
Created for God’s Glory and Will

1. Genesis 1:27-28 — Humanity created in God’s image to reflect Him and steward
creation.

2. Isaiah 43:7 —God created us for His glory.
3. Micah 6:8 —What God requires: do justice, love mercy, walk humbly with Him.

4. Ecclesiastes 12:13 — Fear God and keep His commandments—this is humanity’s
whole duty.

5. Jeremiah 29:11 — God’s plans are for welfare and a future filled with hope.
Purpose Fulfilled in Christ

6. John 6:38 —Jesus came to do the will of the Father.

7. John 15:8 — Bearing fruit glorifies God and proves discipleship.

8. Matthew 5:16 — Let your light shine so others glorify the Father.
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9. Ephesians 1:11-12 —We are predestined to live for the praise of God’s glory.

10. Ephesians 2:10 — We are God’s workmanship, created for good works prepared in
advance.

Living Purposefully in God’s Mission
11. Matthew 28:19-20 — The Great Commission to make disciples of all nations.
12. 1 Peter 2:9 — Called to proclaim God'’s excellencies as His people.
13. Colossians 3:17 — Do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus.

14. Colossians 3:23-24 — Work heartily as for the Lord, knowing your reward comes
from Him.

15. Philippians 3:13-14 — Press toward the goal for the prize of God’s upward call.
Eternal Perspective and Lasting Impact

16. Matthew 6:19-21 — Store up treasures in heaven where they cannot be destroyed.

17. Matthew 16:26 — Gaining the world means nothing if you lose your soul.

18. Romans 8:28-29 — God works all things for good to those called according to His
purpose.

19. 2 Timothy 4:7-8 — Fight the good fight, finish the race, keep the faith.

20. Revelation 4:11 — God created all things, and by His will they exist and were created.

Because We Need to Learn How to Love God

Loving God is the greatest and highest calling of every believer. When Jesus was asked
which commandment was the greatest, He quoted Deuteronomy 6:5: “You shall love the Lord
your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind” (Matthew 22:37). This
command shows that loving God is not an optional aspect of faith—it is the very foundation
of our relationship with Him. Yet, because of our sinful nature, we do not naturally love God
as we should. Our hearts are prone to wander, our minds are often distracted, and our
affections are divided. This is why we must learn how to love Him—because genuine love for
God grows through knowing Him, trusting Him, and living in obedience to His Word.

Loving God begins with recognizing His love for us. 1 John 4:19 declares, “We love Him
because He first loved us.” God demonstrated His love supremely through the gift of His Son,
Jesus Christ, who gave His life to redeem us from sin (Romans 5:8). When we understand the
depth of His sacrifice, our hearts are moved to respond in gratitude, devotion, and worship.
Love for God is not just an emotional response—it is a commitment to place Him above all
else, treasuring Him more than worldly possessions, relationships, or ambitions. This love
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involves every part of our being: our heart (affections), soul (life and will), and mind (thoughts
and understanding).

To learn to love God, we must walk daily in His truth and presence. Jesus said, “If you love
Me, keep My commandments” (John 14:15). Obedience is the natural fruit of genuine love,
and it deepens our fellowship with Him. Prayer, worship, and meditating on His Word are
essential practices that cultivate our love for God. As we spend time in His presence, we learn
to delight in His character—His holiness, mercy, faithfulness, and power. We also learn to
trust Him in trials, understanding that His ways are always good and His plans for us are
rooted in love (Jeremiah 29:11).

Ultimately, learning to love God prepares us for eternity, where we will worship Him perfectly
and without sin. In this life, our love will never be flawless, but it can grow continually as we
abide in Christ and walk by the Spirit (Galatians 5:22). The more we know Him, the more we
will love Him; and the more we love Him, the more we will desire to glorify Him in everything
we do. This is why the Christian life is not just about believing certain truths but about
cultivating a living, loving relationship with the God who made us, redeemed us, and calls us
His own.

Loving God — Key Scriptures

Old Testament Command and Call to Love God
1. Deuteronomy 6:5 — Love the Lord with all your heart, soul, and strength.

2. Deuteronomy 10:12 — Fear the Lord, walk in His ways, love Him, and serve Him with
all your heart.

3. Deuteronomy 11:13 — Love the Lord and serve Him with all your heart and soul.

B

Joshua 22:5 - Love the Lord, walk in all His ways, keep His commandments, and
serve Him wholeheartedly.

5. Psalm 31:23 - Love the Lord, all His saints; the Lord preserves the faithful.
6. Psalm 97:10 — Love the Lord and hate evil.

7. Psalm 116:1 -1 love the Lord, for He heard my voice and my supplication.
8. Proverbs 8:17 — God loves those who love Him and seek Him diligently.

Jesus 'Teaching on Loving God

9. Matthew 22:37-38 — Love God with all your heart, soul, and mind; this is the first and
greatest commandment.

10. Mark 12:30 — Love the Lord with all your heart, soul, mind, and strength.
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11. Luke 10:27 — Love God with all your being, and your neighbor as yourself.

12. John 14:15-If you love Me, keep My commandments.

13. John 14:21 -Those who love Jesus keep His commands and are loved by the Father.
14. John 15:9-10 — Remain in My love by keeping My commands.

The Apostolic Call to Love God

15. Romans 8:28 — All things work together for good for those who love God.

16. 1 Corinthians 2:9 —God has prepared things for those who love Him beyond human
imagination.

17. 1 Corinthians 8:3 — Whoever loves God is known by Him.
18. Ephesians 6:24 —Grace be with all who love our Lord Jesus Christ with undying love.
19. James 1:12 —The crown of life is promised to those who love God.

20. 1 John 4:19-21 — We love because He first loved us; loving God includes loving
others.

To Learn to Love and Serve Others

Love and service are at the very core of the Christian life, flowing directly from the example
and command of Jesus Christ. When asked about the greatest commandment, Jesus said
that the second is like the first: “You shall love your neighbor as yourself” (Matthew 22:39).
This kind of love is not merely sentimental feeling—it is selfless action, seeking the good of
others as an expression of our love for God. Serving others becomes the natural outflow of a
heart transformed by God’s grace. In John 13:34-35, Jesus makes it clear that the mark of
His disciples is their love for one another. Without love, our service is empty (1 Corinthians
13:1-3), but when motivated by love, service becomes a living testimony of the Gospel.

The greatest model for loving and serving others is Jesus Himself. He came not to be served,
but to serve and to give His life as a ransom for many (Mark 10:45). This service included
teaching, healing, feeding the hungry, washing His disciples ’feet (John 13:14-15), and
ultimately laying down His life for sinners. By following His example, we learn that true
greatness in God’s kingdom is measured not by how many serve us, but by how many we
serve in humility and love. This kind of service is not driven by obligation, but by a heart that
reflects the servant nature of Christ (Philippians 2:3-7).

Loving and serving others is also a direct act of obedience to God’s will. Galatians 5:13
reminds believers that we are called to freedom, but that freedom should be used to serve
one another through love. Service is not limited to acts within the church—it extends to
meeting practical needs, showing hospitality, encouraging the discouraged, and even
blessing those who mistreat us (Luke 6:27-28). In doing so, we reflect God’s compassion and
mercy to the world, demonstrating His love in tangible, impactful ways. Serving others also
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strengthens the body of Christ, as each member uses their spiritual gifts to build up and care
for one another (1 Peter 4:10-11).

Ultimately, learning to love and serve others prepares us for eternity, where service to God
and joyful fellowship will be unbroken. In this life, it is part of our sanctification—shaping us
into the likeness of Christ, teaching humility, and deepening compassion. When we love and
serve as Jesus did, we fulfill the law of Christ (Galatians 6:2) and bear witness to the
transformative power of the Gospel. Such a life brings glory to God, draws others to Him, and

leaves an eternal impact that no earthly achievement can match. By loving and serving others,
we live out our true calling as Christ’s disciples, walking in the very footsteps of our Savior.

Loving and Serving Others — Key Scriptures

Jesus 'Example of Love and Service

1. Mark 10:45 - The Son of Man came not to be served, but to serve and give His life as
aransom.

2. John 13:14-15 — Jesus washed the disciples ‘feet and commanded them to do
likewise.

3. John 15:12-13 - Love one another as | have loved you; greater love lays down its life
for friends.

4. Matthew 20:26-28 — Greatness in God’s kingdom comes through serving others.
5. Luke 22:27 — Jesus is among His disciples as one who serves.
Commands to Love One Another
6. Matthew 22:39 — Love your neighbor as yourself.
7. John 13:34-35 — Love one another; by this all will know you are My disciples.
8. Romans 13:8-10 - Love fulfills the law; love does no harm to a neighbor.
9. 1 Corinthians 13:1-3 —Without love, even great service amounts to nothing.
10. Galatians 5:13 — Use your freedom to serve one another through love.
Serving in the Body of Christ
11. Romans 12:10-11 —Be devoted in love; serve the Lord with zeal.
12. 1 Corinthians 12:25-27 — Care for each other as members of one body.

13. Ephesians 4:11-12 — Leaders equip the saints for works of service to build up the
body.
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14. Philippians 2:3-4 — Consider others more important than yourselves; look to their
interests.

15. Colossians 3:23-24 — Serve wholeheartedly as unto the Lord, not people.

Practical Expressions of Love and Service

16. 1 Peter 4:10-11 — Use your gifts to serve others as faithful stewards of God’s grace.
17. Hebrews 6:10 — God remembers your work and love shown in serving His people.
18. James 2:14-17 — Faith without works is dead; meet the needs of others.

19. 1 John 3:16-18 — Love in action and truth means meeting others ’'needs.

20. Galatians 6:2 — Bear one another’s burdens and fulfill the law of Christ.

To Recieve The Blessings And Promises of God

Numerous blessings and promises of God are mentioned throughout Scripture,
revealing His desire to pour out His goodness on those who belong to Him. From the earliest
pages of the Bible, God speaks promises of provision, protection, guidance, and eternal life
to His people. These blessings are not random acts of kindness but are rooted in His covenant
relationship with humanity. In the Old Testament, God promised Abraham that through his
seed all nations would be blessed (Genesis 12:2—3), a promise ultimately fulfilled in Jesus
Christ (Galatians 3:14-16). Receiving the blessings of God begins with being in right
relationship with Him through faith, for His promises are given to those who walk in covenant
with Him.

The promises of God are both spiritual and practical, encompassing forgiveness of sins, the
gift of the Holy Spirit, peace in trials, and provision for our needs. Ephesians 1:3 tells us that
God “has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places.” This
means that the greatest blessings are not limited to material prosperity but include the riches
of grace, the hope of eternal life, and the transforming presence of the Holy Spirit. God’s
promises are sure because they are based on His unchanging character (Numbers 23:19),
and they are inherited through faith and obedience (Hebrews 6:12). When we trust and follow
Him, we position ourselves to experience the fullness of what He has pledged.

Receiving God’s blessings also requires aligning our lives with His will. Many promises in
Scripture are conditional, linked to trust, obedience, and perseverance. For example, Joshua
1:8 promises prosperity and success to those who meditate on and obey God’s Word. Jesus
said that those who seek first God’'s kingdom and righteousness will have their needs
provided for (Matthew 6:33). This doesn’t mean life will be free of hardship, but it does mean
that God will faithfully meet our needs and work all things together for good (Romans 8:28).
His blessings often flow into and through our lives so we can bless others, reflecting His
generosity to the world.
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Ultimately, the greatest promise of God is eternal fellowship with Him. Revelation 21:3—4
assures us that He will dwell with His people, wipe away every tear, and remove death and
pain forever. Every other blessing we enjoy now is a foretaste of this ultimate fulfillment. In
Christ, we receive the promises made throughout Scripture, for “all the promises of God find
their Yes in Him” (2 Corinthians 1:20). This truth should stir our faith, inspire obedience, and
fill us with hope. To receive the blessings and promises of God is to enter into the fullness of
His love, grace, and purpose for our lives—now and for all eternity.

While as Christians we do benefit in so many ways from believing in Jesus Christ, these
blessings should never be the main focus and reason of our faith. The true center of
Christianity is not what we gain but who we worship: Jesus Himself. Our calling is to glorify
God, bless and magnify His holy name, and to recognize and appreciate the divine nature of
Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior. We are to love Him with all our heart, soul, mind, and
strength, following Christ in obedience and humility, and showing that love by serving God
and others rather than living self-centered lives. When our faith shifts from God’s glory to our
personal gain, we risk turning the gospel into self-focused pursuit rather than God-centered
devotion. Yet on the other hand, the reminder of acknowledging and being thankful for all the
ways God blesses each of us reinforces our belief and faith, assuring us that our love for God
and service to Him and others is not in vain. We would be foolish not to appreciate all of the
blessings and benefits that God graciously bestows upon us, for they testify of His goodness
and strengthen our walk with Him.

The Blessings and Promises of God — Key Scriptures

God’s Covenant Promises in the Old Testament
1. Genesis 12:2-3 —God’s promise to bless Abraham and all nations through him.
2. Deuteronomy 28:1-2 —Blessings will come upon those who obey God’s commands.

3. Joshua 1:8 — Prosperity and success for those who meditate on and obey God’s
Word.

4. Psalm 1:1-3 — The blessed person delights in God’s law and prospers like a fruitful
tree.

5. Psalm 37:4 — God grants the desires of those who delight in Him.
6. Isaiah 41:10 - God promises to strengthen, help, and uphold His people.

7. Jeremiah 29:11 — God’s plans for His people are for welfare, not evil, to give a future
and hope.

Spiritual Blessings in Christ
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8. Matthew 6:33 — Seek first God’s kingdom and righteousness, and all needs will be
met.

9. Matthew 7:7-8 — Ask, seek, and knock, and God will answer.

10. John 14:27 — Jesus gives peace unlike the world’s peace.

11. John 15:7 — Ask whatever you wish, and it will be done if you remain in Christ.

12. Romans 8:28 — God works all things for the good of those who love Him.

13. 2 Corinthians 1:20 — All the promises of God are “Yes” in Christ.

14. Ephesians 1:3 - God has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing.
Conditions and Encouragement for Receiving Promises

15. Philippians 4:19 — God will supply all your needs according to His riches in glory.

16. Hebrews 6:12 — Inherit the promises through faith and patience.

17. James 1:5—God gives wisdom generously to those who ask.

18. James 1:12 —The crown of life is promised to those who love God.

The Eternal Promise

19. 1 Peter 1:3-4 — An inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading.

20. Revelation 21:3-4 — God will dwell with His people; no more death, sorrow, or pain.

To Receive Eternal Life

Eternal life is the ultimate promise of God to those who believe in Jesus Christ. It is not merely
life that lasts forever but a quality of life rooted in an unbroken relationship with God Himself.
Jesus defined eternal life in John 17:3 as knowing “the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom
You have sent.” This means eternal life begins the moment a person is saved, as they are
brought from spiritual death into spiritual life through faith in Christ (John 5:24). We receive it
not by works or religious merit, but as a free gift of God’s grace (Romans 6:23). The hope of
eternal life answers the deepest human longing for purpose, peace, and the assurance of life
beyond the grave.

The need for eternal life is grounded in the reality of sin and death. Apart from God’s saving
work, all humanity is spiritually dead (Ephesians 2:1-3) and under the penalty of eternal
separation from Him (Matthew 25:46). Jesus came to rescue us from this fate, declaring in
John 10:28, “I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish.” His death on the cross paid
the penalty for our sins, and His resurrection opened the way to life everlasting for all who
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believe (1 Corinthians 15:20-22). Without Him, there is no eternal life; He is “the way, the truth,
and the life” (John 14:6), the only source through whom this gift can be received.

Eternal life is both a present possession and a future hope. In the present, believers
experience newness of life—freedom from sin’s dominion, peace with God, and the indwelling
of the Holy Spirit (Titus 3:5-7). In the future, eternal life will be fully realized in the new heaven
and new earth, where God will dwell with His people forever, and there will be no more death,
mourning, crying, or pain (Revelation 21:3-4). This future reality gives believers courage to
endure trials, knowing their suffering is temporary compared to the glory that awaits them
(Romans 8:18).

Receiving eternal life shapes every part of the Christian life. It motivates us to live in holiness
(1 John 3:2-3), to share the Gospel so others may believe (Mark 16:15-16), and to set our
hearts on things above rather than earthly distractions (Colossians 3:1-4). Eternal life is not
just about where we will be after death—it is about knowing and enjoying God now and
forever. It is the greatest blessing of salvation and the ultimate reason we must respond to
God’s invitation through repentance and faith in His Son.

Eternal Life — Key Scriptures

The Promise of Eternal Life

1. Genesis 3:22 — Access to the tree of life is connected to eternal life.

2. Daniel 12:2 — Everlasting life promised to those who are wise and righteous.

3. Matthew 19:29 —Those who follow Christ will receive eternal life.

4. John 3:15 —Whoever believes in Jesus has eternal life.

5. John 3:16 — God gave His Son so believers would not perish but have eternal life.

6. John 5:24 —Believers have passed from death into life.

7. John 6:40 — Everyone who looks to the Son and believes will have eternal life.
The Way to Eternal Life

8. John 10:28 — Jesus gives eternal life and no one can snatch believers from His hand.

9. John 14:6 — Jesus is the only way to the Father and to life.

10. Romans 6:23 — Eternal life is God’s gift through Jesus Christ.

11. 1 Timothy 6:12 — Take hold of eternal life to which you were called.

12. Titus 1:2 —The hope of eternal life promised by God who cannot lie.
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13. Titus 3:7 —Being justified by His grace, we become heirs of eternal life.

Living in the Hope of Eternal Life

14. 1 John 2:25 - God has promised us eternal life.
15. 1 John 5:11 - God has given us eternal life, and this life is in His Son.
16. 1 John 5:13 — Believers can know they have eternal life.

17. Jude 1:21 —Keep in God’s love as you wait for the mercy of Jesus that leads to eternal
life.

18. Revelation 2:7 — Those who overcome will eat from the tree of life.
19. Revelation 21:3-4 — Eternal life in God’s presence with no more death or sorrow.

20. Revelation 22:14 — Those who keep God’s commands have the right to the tree of
life.

To Abide in Jesus and His Love Forever

To abide in Jesus is to remain in a close, continual, and living relationship with Him, drawing
our strength, joy, and purpose from His presence. In John 15:4-5, Jesus says, “Abide in me,
and | in you... for apart from me you can do nothing.” Abiding is not a temporary visit or a
fleeting moment of faith — it is a steadfast dwelling in Him, a daily surrender of our will to His,
and a constant dependence on His life flowing in us. This deep connection transforms our
hearts, shapes our character, and keeps us anchored in His truth, no matter the storms we
face.

Abiding in Jesus also means living in the continual experience of His love. John 15:9 reveals
His heart: “As the Father has loved me, so have | loved you. Abide in my love.” This is not a
distant or conditional love, but an unchanging, eternal love that never fails. To abide in His
love is to rest securely in the knowledge that He is for us, that He cares for every detail of our
lives, and that nothing can separate us from His love (Romans 8:38-39). His love is the
source of our peace, our confidence, and our ability to love others in the same way He has
loved us.

The promise of abiding in Him is not just for this life but for eternity. Jesus assures us that
those who remain in Him will bear fruit that lasts forever and will one day dwell with Him in
His Father’s house (John 14:2-3). Abiding now prepares us for the joy of abiding forever in
Heaven, where we will live in His perfect presence, free from sin, fear, and pain. In that eternal
home, we will see Him face to face, worship Him without distraction, and experience the
fullness of His love without end.

Abiding in Jesus forever is the ultimate fulfillment of God’s plan for His people — a
relationship of unbroken fellowship and perfect love. It begins the moment we put our trust in
Him and continues throughout our earthly life, sustained by His Spirit. Then, when this life
ends, it will blossom into the eternal reality of living with Him forever. This is why He calls us
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to remain in Him now — so that our hearts are prepared, our lives are fruitful, and our love for
Him grows deeper each day, until that glorious moment when we will abide in His presence
and His love for all eternity.

Why to Believe in Jesus — To Enter into Heaven

Heaven is the eternal dwelling place of God, a realm of perfect love, holiness, peace, and joy
where no sin, suffering, or death can enter. From the moment humanity fell into sin, the
entrance to this perfect kingdom became barred, for God’s dwelling is holy, and nothing
unclean can be in His presence. Our own goodness, efforts, or religious works cannot earn
us entry, because as Romans 3:23 declares, “all have sinned and fall short of the glory of
God.” Without divine intervention, we are left in spiritual separation from the One who created
us, unable to bridge the gap between our sinfulness and His perfection. The promise of
Heaven is not merely a reward for the morally upright; it is a gift of grace, given only through
the way God Himself has provided — His Son, Jesus Christ.

Jesus came into the world with a clear mission: to make a way for us to be reconciled to God
and to open the door to eternal life in Heaven. In John 14:6, Jesus plainly states, “I am the
way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.” This is not
one option among many; it is the only way, because only Jesus is without sin, and only His
sacrifice could fully pay the penalty of our sins. On the cross, He bore the judgment we
deserved, satisfying the justice of God while offering mercy to all who believe. His
resurrection from the dead broke the power of death, proving His authority to grant eternal
life. By placing our faith in Him, we are cleansed of sin, clothed in His righteousness, and
made fit to enter the presence of God forever.

To enter Heaven is not just about escaping eternal punishment; it is about entering into the
fullness of fellowship with God, the Creator who loves us with an everlasting love. In Heaven,
there will be no more sorrow, pain, or tears (Revelation 21:4), and believers will dwell in the
light of God’s glory forever. Jesus Himself described it as His Father’s house, with “many
rooms” prepared for those who love and follow Him (John 14:2-3). This eternal home is a
place of unbroken peace and worship, where we will see God face to face and experience the
joy of His presence without end. It is a reality that far surpasses anything this world can offer,
and it is freely offered to all who receive Christ as Savior and Lord.

Rejecting Jesus is to reject the only way into this eternal kingdom. The Bible makes it clear
that those who do not believe remain separated from God, facing eternal separation in a place
the Scriptures call the “lake of fire” (Revelation 20:15). But God’s desire is that none should
perish, and that all should come to repentance (2 Peter 3:9). This is why believing in Jesus
is not merely a suggestion — it is the most urgent and important decision a person can ever
make. Through Him alone the gates of Heaven are opened, the barrier of sin is removed, and
the promise of eternal life becomes certain. When we believe in Jesus, we are not only saved
from judgment, but we are welcomed into the family of God and guaranteed an everlasting
home with God in Heaven.

Heaven is portrayed in Scripture as a place of unimaginable beauty and perfect peace, where
God Himself dwells among His people. The book of Revelation describes it as a city with
streets of pure gold, gates made of pearls, and foundations adorned with precious stones
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(Revelation 21:18-21). In this holy city, there will be no more death, mourning, crying, or
pain, for “the former things have passed away” (Revelation 21:4). God will wipe away every
tear from our eyes, and His glory will be the light of the city, eliminating the need for the sun
or moon. There will be no sin, no evil, and no separation — only the eternal joy of living in the
presence of the Lord, worshiping Him, serving Him, and experiencing the fullness of His love
forever.
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