
Chapter 6 – AUTHORITY 
 

All ' Authority ' in heaven and on earth has been given by God the Father 
to Jesus Christ. 
Jesus Christ, therefore is the only one who can spiritually delegate godly 
authority, to any man. 
Man can give all kinds of positions in the church to other men, but unless Jesus 
Christ has first spiritually given and established His authority in that person's life, 
then any appointment by man alone is fruitless and not recognized by God. 
    Man often judges and elects other men by their outward appearance, but 
God judges by the heart; Man looks at physical strengths and abilities, but God 
wants to use those who are humble and willing. 
    When true spiritual authority from God becomes evident in any Christian's 
life by their faithful demonstration of God's love, in all wisdom and truth to other 
people; then this is a confirmation that this person can be delegated authority 
within the church. 
 
KEY SCRIPTURES 
 
MATTHEW 28:18 And Jesus came up and spoke to them, saying, " All 
authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth. 
28:19 Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father, and the Son and the Holy Spirit, 
28:20 teaching them to observe all that I commanded you; and lo, I am with you 
always, even to the end of the age." 
 
MAT 10:1 And having summoned His twelve disciples, He gave them authority 
over unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to heal every kind of disease and 
every kind of sickness. 
 
MAT 20:26 It is not so among you, but whoever wishes to become great among 
you shall be your servant. 
20:27 and whoever wishes to be first among you shall be your slave 
20:28 just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give 
His life a ransom for many. 
 
MAT 23:11 But the greatest among you shall be your servant. 23:12 And 
whoever exalts himself shall be humbled and whoever humbles himself shall be 
exalted. 
 
1 TIM 2:12 But I do not allow a woman to teach or exercise authority over a man, 
but to remain quiet. 
 
 
 
 



Question: "How much authority should a pastor have over a church?" 
 
Answer: The church is called “the flock of God” (1 Peter 5:2), “God’s heritage” (1 
Peter 5:3), and “the church of God” (Acts 20:28). Jesus is “the head of the 
church” (Ephesians 5:23) and “the chief Shepherd” (1 Peter 5:4). The church 
rightly belongs to Christ, and He is the authority over it (Matthew 16:18). This is 
just as true of the local church as of the universal Body of Christ. 
 
God’s blueprint for building His church includes using men in the office of pastor. 
The pastor is first an elder, and along with the other elders, the pastor is 
responsible to do the following: 
 
1) Oversee the church (1 Timothy 3:1). The primary meaning of the word bishop 
is “overseer.” The general oversight of the ministry and operation of the church is 
the responsibility of the pastor and the other elders. This would include the 
handling of finances within the church (Acts 11:30). 
 
2) Rule over the church (1 Timothy 5:17). The word translated “rule” literally 
means “to stand before.” The idea is to lead or to attend to, with an emphasis on 
being a diligent caretaker. This would include the responsibility to exercise 
church discipline and reprove those who err from the faith (Matthew 18:15-17; 1 
Corinthians 5:11-13). 
 
3) Feed the church (1 Peter 5:3). Literally, the word pastor means “shepherd.” 
The pastor has a duty to “feed the flock” with God’s Word and to lead them in the 
proper way. 
 
4) Guard the doctrine of the church (Titus 1:9). The teaching of the apostles was 
to be committed to “faithful men” who would teach others also (2 Timothy 2:2). 
Preserving the integrity of the gospel is one of the pastor’s highest callings. 
 
Some pastors consider the title overseer as a command to have their hand in 
everything. Whether it’s running the sound system or selecting songs for Sunday 
or picking out drapes for the nursery, some pastors feel it their duty to be 
involved in every decision. Not only is this exhausting for the pastor, who finds 
himself in every committee meeting, it’s also hampering certain others from using 
their gifts in the church. A pastor can oversee and delegate at the same time. In 
addition, the biblical model of a plurality of elders, along with deacons appointed 
to assist the pastor and elders, precludes the pastor from being a “one-man 
show.” 
 
The command to “rule” the church is sometimes taken to extremes as well. A 
pastor’s official responsibility is to govern the church along with the elders, and 
his focus should be primarily spiritual: matters such as edifying believers and 
equipping the saints to do the work of the ministry (Ephesians 4:12) are a 
pastor’s main concern.  



We have heard of pastors who seem more dictatorial than shepherd-like, 
requiring those under their authority to seek their permission before making an 
investment, going on vacation, etc. Such men, it seems to us, simply desire 
control and are not fit to rule the church of God (see 3 John 9-10). 
 
First Peter 5:3 contains a wonderful description of a balanced pastoral ministry: 
“Neither as being lords over God’s heritage, but being examples to the flock.” 
The pastor’s authority is not something to be “lorded over” the church; rather, a 
pastor is to be an example of truth, love, and godliness for God's flock to follow. 
(See also1 Timothy 4:12.) A pastor is “the steward of God” (Titus 1:7), and he is 
answerable to God for his leadership in the church. GotQuestions.org  
 
 
Chapter 6 - AUTHORITY - PASTORS and TEACHERS 
 
     Pastors and teachers are like shepherds who care for and feed the sheep, 
and we as Christians being discipled, are like the sheep who need to be fed daily 
the Word of God. 
A good Christian pastor or teacher will not only teach the Holy Scriptures in word 
but will also demonstrate the Love of God to all those who come to church, to 
appropriately minister to their needs, or at least to be responsible to direct 
another Christian within the church to meet any legitimate need that they might 
have. 
     Pastors and teachers are appointed by God to equip us as Christians, with 
the knowledge of the ways of God, and to give further wisdom and understanding 
of How we should live our lives as Christians, so that each one of us can fully 
Love and minister to others properly, in the ways that God intended, and so that 
we also grow up into the likeness of Jesus Christ unhindered. 
As we believe God's Truth that is taught by various Christian pastors and 
teachers, it is those messages of the Word of God that makes us free from sin, 
through the grace of Jesus Christ. 
 
KEY SCRIPTURES 
 
EPHESIANS 3:11 And He Himself gave some to be apostles, some prophets, 
some evangelists and some to be pastors and teachers,... 
 
Why Do We Need Pastors and Teachers ? 
 
EPHESIANS 3:12,13 ... for the equipping of the saints, for the work of the 
ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ, till we all come to the unity of the 
faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a perfect man, to the measure of 
the stature of the fullness of Christ. 
 
 
 



EPHESIANS 4:14 That we should no longer be children, tossed to and fro and 
carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, in the cunning 
craftiness of deceitful plotting. 
 
1 TIM 3:1 It is trustworthy statement if any man aspires to the office of overseer, 
it is a fine work he desires to do. 3:2 An overseer, then, must be above reproach, 
the husband of one wife, temperate, prudent, respectable, hospitable, able to 
teach, 
3:3 not addicted to wine or aggressive to fight, but gentle, uncontentious, free 
from the love of money. 3:4 He must be one who manages his own household 
well, keeping his children under control with all dignity. 
3:5 But if a man does not know how to manage his own household, how will he 
take care of the church of God ? 3:6 And not a new convert, lest he become 
conceited and fall into the condemnation incurred by the devil. 
3:7 And he must have a good reputation with those outside the church, so that he 
may not fall into reproach and the snare of the devil. 
 
Chapter 6 - AUTHORITY – ELDERS 
 
   Elders are certain Christian leaders or rather servants appointed by God who 
may or may not have a formal title or office, appointed by man, within the church. 
Elders are not necessarily old, they could be young or old by age, but having 
wisdom of God's truths along with spiritual maturity and a sincere love from God 
for others is what makes a person an elder of the church. 
   An elder is led by the Holy Spirit and knows How to oversee other Christians 
and protect their welfare from spiritual harm and further minister to their needs. 
 
KEY SCRIPTURES 
 
1 PETER 5:1-5 Therefore, I exhort the elders among you, as your fellow 
elder and witness of the sufferings of Christ, and a partaker also of the glory that 
is to be revealed, shepherd the flock of God among you, by overseeing not under 
compulsion, but voluntarily, according to the will of God; and not for sordid gain, 
but with eagerness; 
Nor lording over those who are allotted to your charge, but proving to be 
examples to the flock. And when the Head Shepherd appears, you will receive 
the unfading crown of glory. 
You younger men, likewise, be subject to your elders; and all of you, clothe 
yourselves with humility toward one another, for God is opposed to the proud, but 
gives grace to the humble. 
 
1 CORIN 12:27,28 Now you are Christ's body and individually members of it. And 
God has appointed in the church, first apostles, second prophets, third teachers, 
then miracles, then gifts of healings, helps administrations, various kinds of 
tongues. 
 



1 TIM 5:17 Let the elders who rule well be considered worthy of double honor, 
especially those who work hard at preaching and teaching. 
 
JAMES 5:14 Is anyone among you sick ? Let him call for the elders of the 
church, and let them pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the 
Lord; 
 
Question: "What are the qualifications of elders and deacons?" 
 
Answer: The Bible has a very clear set of qualifications for a deacon and an 
elder and their positions in the body of believers. There is a difference between 
these two terms even though in our society they are quite often used 
interchangeably. We first see the word that is translated "deacon" used in Acts, 
although it is veiled. "Then the twelve called the multitude of the disciples unto 
them, and said, It is not reason that we should leave the word of God, and serve 
tables" (Acts 6:2). The word "serve" is the Greek word "diakoneo," and it comes 
from a word that means an attendant, a waiter, or one who ministers to another, 
and it is from this word that we get the word “deacon.” The context here is that 
there was a dispute in the church in Acts about the way the pooled resources 
were being allocated, and the apostles were being called upon to arbitrate, and it 
was a distraction from their ability to give out the gospel. Therefore, a group of 
seven men were appointed to take care of this task. A deacon, therefore, is one 
who serves others and especially in the body of born-again believers that make 
up a local congregation. 
 
The Apostle Paul gives us the qualifications of the bishop or elder in his first letter 
to Timothy. The Greek word that is used for the office of a bishop or elder is 
"episkope," and the word used for the one who holds the office is "episkopos." 
The bishop himself is the superintendent or the officer in general charge or the 
overseer of the congregation. Our English word "Episcopal" has its basis in the 
Greek root, which means "knowledge gained by inspection, or seeking out, to 
look on or to exercise oversight of." Therefore, the bishop or elder was one who 
was the overseer in charge of the oversight of the local body of believers. This is 
what we might call a pastor or minister today. 
 
The qualifications of the bishop/elder/pastor are found in 1 Timothy 3:1-7: "This is 
a faithful saying: If a man desires the position of a bishop, he desires a good 
work. A bishop then must be blameless, the husband of one wife, temperate, 
sober-minded, of good behavior, hospitable, able to teach; not given to wine, not 
violent, not greedy for money, but gentle, not quarrelsome, not covetous; one 
who rules his own house well, having his children in submission with all 
reverence (for if a man does not know how to rule his own house, how will he 
take care of the church of God?); not a novice, lest being puffed up with pride he 
fall into the same condemnation as the devil. Moreover he must have a good 
testimony among those who are outside, lest he fall into reproach and the snare 
of the devil." 



 
The Apostle Paul repeats these qualifications of a bishop/elder/pastor (the same 
Greek word "episkopos" is used) in his letter to Titus. "For this reason I left you in 
Crete, that you should set in order the things that are lacking, and appoint elders 
in every city as I commanded you—if a man is blameless, the husband of one 
wife, having faithful children not accused of dissipation or insubordination. For a 
bishop must be blameless, as a steward of God, not self-willed, not quick-
tempered, not given to wine, not violent, not greedy for money, but hospitable, a 
lover of what is good, sober-minded, just, holy, self-controlled, holding fast the 
faithful word as he has been taught, that he may be able, by sound doctrine, both 
to exhort and convict those who contradict." (Titus 1:5-9). 
 
The qualifications of a deacon are similar to those of a bishop/elder/pastor. 
"Likewise deacons must be reverent, not double-tongued, not given to much 
wine, not greedy for money, holding the mystery of the faith with a pure 
conscience. But let these also first be tested; then let them serve as deacons, 
being found blameless. Likewise, their wives must be reverent, not slanderers, 
temperate, faithful in all things. Let deacons be the husbands of one wife, ruling 
their children and their own houses well. For those who have served well as 
deacons obtain for themselves a good standing and great boldness in the faith 
which is in Christ Jesus." (1 Timothy 3:8-13). The word translated "deacon" in 
this passage is the same Greek word "diakoneo" as is used in Acts 6:2, and 
therefore we know we are talking about the same office. 
 
There is no ambiguity about these qualifications. Rather, they are simple, 
straightforward statements. Both the deacon and the bishop/elder/pastor should 
be a male, the husband of one wife, of sterling character and one who rules his 
own home in a biblical way. These qualifications also presuppose that one 
seeking such an office is a born-again believer and walks in submission to God's 
Word. Being faithful to the Word enables these men to be able to exhort and to 
teach or convince others of God's truth. 
 
These are not offices to be taken lightly. The Lord Jesus Himself is called the 
"Shepherd and Bishop of our souls" (1 Peter 2:25). The two words used here are 
interesting. The word "Shepherd" is the Greek word "poimen," and it is also 
translated "pastor" (Ephesians 4:11). This poimen is one who tends herds or 
flocks and is used metaphorically of Christian pastors because pastors should 
guide as well as feed the flock the bread of life, the Word of God. The word 
translated "bishop" is the same word, "episkopos," used by the Apostle Paul in 1 
Timothy and in Titus. Paul also instructs Timothy on the things that exemplify the 
walk of a good minister. Beginning in 1 Timothy 4:11 through 6:2, Paul gives 
Timothy 12 things that he should "command and teach." 
 
 
 



Clearly, these are important offices in the church. The New Testament office of 
the bishop/elder/pastor seems to replace the office of the prophet and priest of 
the Old Testament. The office of the prophet was that in which the Lord gave to 
the prophet and the prophet gave to the people (Numbers 12:6). Therefore, the 
prophet stood facing the people and represented God. The priest, on the other 
hand, represented the people before the Lord (Leviticus 1:5-8). Therefore, the 
priest stood facing God and represented the spiritual needs of the people by 
offering their sacrifices. Since the canon of Scripture is filled, we have the 
complete word of God (Revelation 22:18-19). The bishop/elder/pastor holds a 
dual role. This man not only gives God's word to the people in his congregation, 
but he is charged with the oversight of the spiritual growth of that congregation. 
That is a very sobering thing for a man to take on, and it should never be done 
lightly. Therefore, a biblically unqualified individual should not occupy either the 
office of a bishop/elder/pastor or a deacon in the body of born-again believers. 
 
Chapter 6 - AUTHORITY – DEACONS 
 
KEY SCRIPTURES 1 TIM 3:8 Deacons likewise must be men of dignity, not 
double-tongued, or addicted to much wine or fond of sordid gain, 3:9 but holding 
to the mystery of the faith with a clear conscience. 
3:10 And let these also first be tested; then let them serve as deacons if they are 
beyond reproach. 
3:12 Let deacons be husbands of only one wife, and good managers of their 
children and their households. 
3:13 For those who have served well as deacons obtain for themselves a high 
standing and great confidence in the faith that is in Christ Jesus. 
 
Question: "What are the responsibilities of deacons in the 
church?"  GotQuestions.Org 
 
Answer: In the New Testament, the word usually translated "serve" is the Greek 
word diakoneo, which literally means "through the dirt." It refers to an attendant, 
a waiter, or one who ministers to another. From this word we get the English 
word “deacon.” We first see the word "deacon" used this way in the book of Acts. 
“And the twelve summoned the full number of the disciples and said, "It is not 
right that we should give up preaching the word of God to serve tables” (Acts 
6:2). The men who were giving themselves to feeding the flock by preaching and 
teaching realized that it wasn’t right for them to leave those activities to wait 
tables, so they found some other men who were willing to serve, and put them in 
place to minister to the church’s physical needs while the elders or pastors 
ministered to their spiritual needs. It was a better use of the resources they were 
given, and a better use of everyone’s gifts. It also got more people involved in 
serving and helping one another. 
 
Today, for the biblical church, these roles are essentially the same. Elders and 
pastors are to “preach the word…reprove, rebuke, and exhort, with complete 



patience and teaching” (2 Timothy 4:2), and deacons are to be appointed to take 
care of everything else. In a modern church, this might include taking on 
administrative or organizational tasks, ushering, being responsible for building 
maintenance, or volunteering to be the church treasurer. It depends on the need 
and the gifts of the available men. 
 
The responsibilities of a deacon are not clearly listed or outlined; they are 
assumed to be everything that does not include the duties of an elder or pastor, 
which is to preach, teach, and exhort. But qualifications for a deacon’s character 
are clearly outlined in Scripture. They are to be blameless, the husband of one 
wife, a good household manager, respectable, honest, not addicted to alcohol 
and not greedy (1 Timothy 3:8-12). According to the Word, the office of deacon is 
an honor and a blessing. “For those who serve well as deacons gain a good 
standing for themselves and also great confidence in the faith that is in Christ 
Jesus” (1 Timothy 3:13). 
 
Question: "Can women serve as deacons in the 
church?" GotQuestions.Org 
 
Answer: Scripture is not completely clear whether a woman can serve as a 
deacon or not. The statement that deacons are to be “men worthy of respect” (1 
Timothy 3:8 NIV) and the qualification “the husband of but one wife” (1 Timothy 
3:12) would seem to disqualify women from serving as deacons. However, some 
interpret 1 Timothy 3:11 as referring to women deacons because the Greek word 
translated “wives” can also be translated “women.” Paul likely here refers not to 
deacons’ wives, but to the women who serve as deacons. The use of the word 
“likewise” as an introduction in verse 8 suggests a third group of leaders in 
addition to elders and deacons. Also, Paul gave no requirements for elders’ 
wives when outlining the qualifications for eldership. Why would he then list 
qualifications for deacons’ wives? If it were important for the wives of leaders to 
behave in a certain way, it is logical to assume he would be more—or at least 
equally—concerned for the elders’ wives since elders are in a more prominent 
position in the church. But he makes no such demands on elders’ wives. 
 
Romans 16:1 refers to Phoebe with the same word Paul uses in 1 Timothy 3:12. 
It is unclear, though, whether Paul is saying Phoebe is a deacon or whether he is 
just saying she is a servant. In the early church, women servants cared for sick 
believers, the poor, strangers, and those in prison. They instructed women and 
children (Titus 2:3-5). Phoebe may not have had the official designation of 
“deacon” but Paul thought enough of her to entrust her with the tremendous 
responsibility of delivering the epistle to the Romans to the church in Rome 
(Romans 16:1-2). Clearly he saw her not as inferior or less capable, but as a 
trusted and valued member of the body of Christ. 
 
Scripture does not give much support to the idea of women serving as deacons, 
but it does not necessarily disqualify them either. Some churches have instituted 



the office of deaconess, but most differentiate it from the office of deacon. If a 
church does institute the position of deaconess, the church leadership should 
ensure that the deaconess is in submission to the restrictions Paul places on the 
ministry of women in other passages (such as 1 Timothy 2:11-12), just as all 
leadership is to be in submission to the church authority structure and ultimately 
to our supreme authority, Christ Jesus. 
 
Chapter 6  - AUTHORITY - LAY WORKERS 
 
JOHN 13:5 " Then He ( Jesus ) poured water into the basin, and began to wash 
the disciples' feet, and to wipe them with the towel with which He was girded." 
 
Every Christian Church needs many lay workers to effectively minister to the 
needs of those within the church and to fulfill the basic administrative functions. 
Serving as one of your churches lay workers can be one of the most fulfilling 
callings from God. 
Every Christian should prayerfully consider volunteering as a lay worker; Let your 
pastor know you're desire. 
If you see a need or a problem within the church don't just complain, rather try to 
personally fill that need yourself. 
 
Some of the positions that you can aspire to are listed below... 
 
Sunday School Teacher 
Usher 
Counselor 
Youth Director/ Assistant 
Worship Team 
Sound Perso 
Missions 
Administration 
Child Care 
Singles 
Group Leader 
Marriage Counselor 
Home Fellowship 
Secretary 
New Believers 
Counselor 
Discipleship Teacher 
Home Visitation 
Helps 
Bible School Teacher 
 
 
 



Chapter 6 – SABBATH 
 
     God set up one day a week as the ' Sabbath ' a special day of rest, and the 
other six days man should labor. 
   This is a day to worship God, and to become spiritually refreshed, and to 
further grow in the love of God with others in the church. 
Many Christians have various viewpoints on which day of the week should be 
regarded as the Sabbath, some believe Saturday, some Sunday. 
However we should not be legalistic; for we should judge no man by what day he 
keeps holy. 
 
KEY SCRIPTURE 
 
EXODUS 20:8 Remember the sabbath,day, to keep it holy. 
20:9 Six days you shall labor and do all your work, 
20:10 but the seventh day is a sabbath of the Lord your God; in it you shall not 
do any work, you or your son or your daughter, your male or your female servant 
or your cattle or your sojourner, who stays with you. 
 
Question: "What is the Sabbath day?" 
 
Answer: At first glance, the question “What is the Sabbath day?” seems fairly 
simple. According to Exodus 20:8-11, the Sabbath is the seventh day of the 
week, on which we are to rest, in remembrance that God created the universe in 
six days and then “rested” on the seventh day. However, due to the 
misunderstanding and misinterpretation of some Christian groups, the meaning 
of the Sabbath day rest has been confused.  
 
Some Christian groups, such as the Seventh Day Adventists, view the Sabbath 
as the day of worship, the day on which Christians should attend church / 
worship services. While these groups typically also teach that no work is to be 
done on the Sabbath, the concept of the “day of worship” is sometimes more 
emphasized than the “day of rest.” The problem with this is that the Bible 
nowhere commands that the Sabbath be the day of worship. In Exodus 20:8-11, 
“keeping the Sabbath holy” is defined as not working on the Sabbath. Nowhere in 
this passage is the Sabbath described as a day especially set aside for worship. 
Similarly, other Scriptures command against working on the Sabbath, but say 
nothing of the Sabbath being the ordained day for worship (Exodus 16:23-
29; 31:14-16; 35:2-3; Deuteronomy 5:12-15; Nehemiah 13:15-22; Jeremiah 
17:21-27). In the Old Covenant, there was not one day set aside for worship. 
Sacrifices were made daily at the tabernacle / temple. The “worship” was 
continual. The idea that the Sabbath day is the God-ordained day of corporate 
worship is not biblical. 
 
 
 



Now that is not to say the Sabbath was not set apart for worship. The New 
Testament records Jews and converts to Judaism meeting in the synagogues on 
the Sabbath (Mark 6:2; Luke 4:31; Luke 13:10-16; Acts 13:14,27,42-
44; 15:21;16:13; 17:2; 18:4). Obviously, with no work being done on the Sabbath 
day, the Sabbath day would be the ideal day to have organized worship services. 
However, again, the Bible does not command that the Sabbath day be the day of 
worship. The Bible describes worship on the Sabbath, but does not prescribe 
organized corporate worship on the Sabbath. 
 
Further, once the New Covenant was established by the death and resurrection 
of Jesus Christ, the Bible nowhere describes Christians setting aside the 
Sabbath day as the day of worship. The only Scriptures that describe Christians 
in any sense meeting on the Sabbath are in fact pointing to evangelistic efforts at 
Jewish synagogues, which met on the Sabbath day. Acts 3:2 records the early 
Christians meeting every day. The Bereans studied the Scriptures every day 
(Acts 17:11). Acts 20:7 and 1 Corinthians 16:2 both mention Christians meeting 
on the first day of the week. There is no evidence in the New Testament that the 
Apostles or the early Christians in any sense observed the Sabbath day as the 
prescribed day of worship. 
 
Traditionally, Christians have held their primary corporate worship services on 
Sundays, the first day of the week, in celebration of Christ’s resurrection, which 
occurred on a Sunday (Matthew 28:1; Mark 16:2; Luke 24:1; John 20:1). It is 
important to understand, though, that Sunday is not the commanded day of 
corporate worship either. There is no explicit biblical command that either 
Saturday or Sunday be the day of worship. Scriptures such as Romans 14:5-
6 and Colossians 2:16 give Christians freedom to observe a special day, or to 
observe every day as special. God’s desire is that we worship and serve Him 
continually, every day, not just on Saturday or Sunday. Please read our other 
articles on the Sabbath day and Sabbath keeping to explore this issue further. 
 
It is our contention that the Sabbath command, which, biblically speaking, is to 
rest on the seventh day of the week, is not binding on Christians, but is rather a 
matter of grace. However, even if the Sabbath command does apply to New 
Covenant believers in Christ, the command would be to observe the Sabbath as 
the day of rest, not necessarily to set aside the Sabbath day as the weekly day of 
corporate worship. GotQuestions.org  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Chapter 6 – COMMUNION 
 
    Jesus Christ instructed His disciples and all Christians today to take part in a 
special ordinance and gathering called the " The Lord's Supper " or " 
Communion." 
  This ordinance was instituted by Jesus at the last supper with His disciples just 
before His betrayal, by the breaking and eating of the bread and the drinking of 
the cup. Jesus instructed us to do this in remembrance of Him and to partake of 
communion in a worthy manner. 
Communion is when Christians have intimate fellowship with other Christians and 
proclaim the Lord's death till He comes once again. The reason Why we proclaim 
the Lord's death is for us to reflect and remember the great Love Jesus gave by 
laying down His life for us at the cross. 
We should always continue to highly regard the provision of His grace as 
precious and not abuse His mercy by continuing in deliberate sin; Furthermore, 
remembering that it is because of the body and blood of Jesus Christ that we 
have new life. 
 
KEY SCRIPTURES 
 
1 CORIN 11:23-27 " For I received from the Lord that which I also delivered to 
you, that the Lord Jesus in the night in which He was betrayed took bread; 11:24 
and when He had given thanks, He broke it, and said, " This is My body, which is 
for you; do this in remembrance of Me." 
11:25 In the same way He took the cup also, after supper, saying " This cup is 
the New Covenant in My blood; Do this as often as you drink it, in remembrance 
of Me." 11:26 For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim 
the Lord's death until He comes. 
11:27 Therefore whoever eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an 
unworthy manner, shall be guilty of the body and the blood of the Lord." 11:28 
But let a man examine himself, and so let him eat of the bread and drink of the 
cup. 
11:29 For he who eats and drinks, eats and drinks judgement to himself, if he 
does not judge the body rightly. 11:30 For this reason many among you are weak 
and sick, and a number sleep. 
 
LUKE 22:19,20 And when He had taken some bread and had given thanks, He 
broke it, and gave it to them, saying, " This is My body which is given for you; do 
this in remembrance of Me." 
22:20 And in the same way He took the cup after they had eaten, saying, " This 
cup which is poured out for you is the new covenant in My blood." 
 
 
 
 
 



COMMUNION 
 
JOHN 6:47-58 Truly, truly I say to you, he who believes has eternal life. 
6:48 I am the bread of eternal life. 
6:49 Your fathers ate the manna in the wilderness and they died; 
6:50 This is the bread which comes down from heaven, so that one may eat of it 
and not die. 
6:51 I am the living bread that came down out of heaven; if anyone eats of these 
bread, he shall live forever and the bread also which I give for the life of the world 
is My flesh. 
6:52 The Jews therefore began to argue with one another, saying, " How can this 
man give us his flesh to eat ? 
6:53 Jesus therefore said to them, Truly, truly, I say to you, unless you eat the 
flesh of the Son of Man and drink His blood, you have no life in yourselves. 
6:54 He who eats My flesh and drinks My blood has eternal life, and I will raise 
him up on the last day. 
6:55 For My flesh is true food, and My blood is true drink. 6:56 He who eats My 
flesh and drinks My blood abides in Me, and I in him. 
6:57 As the living Father sent Me, and I live because of the Father, so he who 
eats Me, he shall also live because of Me. 
6:58 This is the bread which came down out of heaven; not as the fathers ate, 
and died, he who eats this bread shall live forever. 
 
MAT 26:26-28 And while they were eating Jesus took some bread, and after a 
blessing He broke it and gave it to the disciples, and said, " Take, eat; this is My 
body." 
26:27 And when He had taken a cup and given thanks, He gave it to them, 
saying, " Drink from it, all of you; 
26:28 For this is My blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for 
forgiveness of sins. 
 
ACTS 2:42-47 And they were continually devoting themselves to the apostles 
teaching 
and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer. 
2:43 And everyone kept feeling a sense of awe; and many wonders and signs 
were taking place through the apostles. 
2:44 And all those who had believed were together and had all things in 
common. 
2:45 and they began selling their property and possessions, and were sharing 
them with all, as anyone might have need. 
2:46 And day by day continuing with one mind in the temple and breaking bread 
from house to house, they were taking their meals together with gladness and 
sincerity of heart. 
2:47 praising God, and having favor with all the people. And the Lord was adding 
to their number day by day those who were being saved. 
 



JOHN 13:1 Now before the Feast of the Passover, Jesus knowing that His hour 
had come that He should depart out of this world to the Father, having loved His 
own who were in the world, He loved them to the end. 
13:2 And during supper, the devil having already put into the heart of Judas 
Iscariot, the son of Simon, to betray Him. 
1 CORIN 10:21 You cannot drink the cup of the Lord and the cup of demonic; 
you cannot partake of the table of the Lord and the table of demons. 
 
Question: "What is the importance of the Lord's supper / Christian 
Communion?" 
 
Answer: A study of the Lord’s Supper is a soul-stirring experience because of 
the depth of meaning it contains. It was during the age-old celebration of the 
Passover on the eve of His death that Jesus instituted a significant new 
fellowship meal that we observe to this day. It is an integral part of Christian 
worship. It causes us to remember our Lord’s death and resurrection and to look 
for His glorious return in the future. 
 
The Passover was the most sacred feast of the Jewish religious year. It 
commemorated the final plague on Egypt when the firstborn of the Egyptians 
died and the Israelites were spared because of the blood of a lamb that was 
sprinkled on their doorposts. The lamb was then roasted and eaten with 
unleavened bread. God’s command was that throughout the generations to come 
the feast would be celebrated. The story is recorded in Exodus 12. 
 
During the Last Supper—a Passover celebration—Jesus took a loaf of bread and 
gave thanks to God. As He broke it and gave it to His disciples, He said, “’This is 
my body given for you; do this in remembrance of me.’ In the same way, after the 
supper he took the cup, saying, ‘This cup is the new covenant in my blood, which 
is poured out for you’” (Luke 22:19-21). He concluded the feast by singing a 
hymn (Matthew 26:30), and they went out into the night to the Mount of Olives. It 
was there that Jesus was betrayed, as predicted, by Judas. The following day He 
was crucified. 
 
The accounts of the Lord’s Supper are found in the Gospels (Matthew 26:26-
29;Mark 14:17-25; Luke 22:7-22; and John 13:21-30). The apostle Paul wrote 
concerning the Lord’s Supper in 1 Corinthians 11:23-29. Paul includes a 
statement not found in the Gospels: “Therefore, whoever eats the bread or drinks 
the cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner will be guilty of sinning against the 
body and blood of the Lord. A man ought to examine himself before he eats of 
the bread and drinks of the cup. For anyone who eats and drinks without 
recognizing the body of the Lord eats and drinks judgment on himself” (1 
Corinthians 11:27-29). We may ask what it means to partake of the bread and 
the cup “in an unworthy manner.” It may mean to disregard the true meaning of 
the bread and cup and to forget the tremendous price our Savior paid for our 
salvation.  



Or it may mean to allow the ceremony to become a dead and formal ritual or to 
come to the Lord’s Supper with unconfessed sin. In keeping with Paul’s 
instruction, we should examine ourselves before eating the bread and drinking 
the cup. 
 
Another statement Paul made that is not included in the gospel accounts is “For 
whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death 
until He comes” (1 Corinthians 11:26). This places a time limit on the ceremony—
until our Lord’s return. From these brief accounts we learn how Jesus used two 
of the frailest of elements as symbols of His body and blood and initiated them to 
be a monument to His death. It was not a monument of carved marble or molded 
brass, but of bread and wine. 
 
He declared that the bread spoke of His body which would be broken. There was 
not a broken bone, but His body was so badly tortured that it was hardly 
recognizable (Psalm 22:12-17; Isaiah 53:4-7). The wine spoke of His blood, 
indicating the terrible death He would soon experience. He, the perfect Son of 
God, became the fulfillment of the countless Old Testament prophecies 
concerning a Redeemer (Genesis 3:15; Psalm 22; Isaiah 53). When He said, “Do 
this in remembrance of me,” He indicated this was a ceremony that must be 
continued in the future. It indicated also that the Passover, which required the 
death of a lamb and looked forward to the coming of the Lamb of God who would 
take away the sin of the world, was fulfilled in the Lord’s Supper. The New 
Covenant replaced the Old Covenant when Christ, the Passover Lamb (1 
Corinthians 5:7), was sacrificed (Hebrews 8:8-13). The sacrificial system was no 
longer needed (Hebrews 9:25-28). The Lord’s Supper/Christian Communion is a 
remembrance of what Christ did for us and a celebration of what we receive as a 
result of His sacrifice.  GotQuestions.org 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Chapter 6 – WORSHIP 
 
    Worship is the act of paying divine honor and adoration to God. The Greek 
word for worship is 'proskuneo' which means 'to kiss the hand or towards'. 
Worship expresses our total love for God with all reverence. Every Christian 
should worship God in various ways. We can worship God through songs of 
praise, and especially by presenting our bodies as a holy sacrifice by keeping 
ourselves away from being selfish and doing evil, this demonstrates our 
reverence of God. 
 
KEY SCRIPTURES 
 
ROMANS 12:1 I urge you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God to present 
your bodies a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your spiritual 
service of worship.' 
 
JOHN 4:23,24 But the hour is coming and now is when the true worshipers shall 
worship the Father in spirit and in truth; for such people the Father seeks to be 
His worshipers. God is Spirit and those who worship Him must worship in spirit 
and truth. 
We spiritually enter the presence of God when we sing praises to His Name and 
it is the will of God that we worship Him and give Him all the glory. 
 
PSALM 84:4 How blessed are those who dwell in Your house, they are ever 
praising You. 
 
EPHESIANS 5:18-20 And do not get drunk with wine, foe that is dissipation, but 
be filled with the Spirit, speaking to one another in psalms and hymns and 
spiritual songs, singing and making melody with your heart to the Lord; always 
giving thanks for all things in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to God, even the 
Father; 
 
PSALM 29:2 Give unto the Lord the glory due unto His name; worship the Lord 
in the beauty of holiness. 
 
PSALM 40:3 And He put a new song in my mouth, a song of praise to our God; 
Many will see and fear, And will trust in the Lord. 
 
MATTHEW 4:10 Then Jesus said to him,' Begone Satan, For it is written, ' You 
shall worship the Lord your God, and serve Him only. 
 
PSALM 100:4 You shall enter His gates with thanksgiving and His courts with 
praise. Give thanks to Him; Bless His Name. 
 
 
 



Question: "What is a biblical theology of worship?" 
 
Answer: Recently, there is a renewed focus on worship—what it is and how it is 
to be done. The church that does not operate under the biblical theology of 
worship is in danger of both failing to give God glory and failing to offer worship 
that is pleasing to Him. Worship is as misunderstood a doctrine as any other 
within the church. Contrary to popular belief, worship does not begin and end 
with the singing portion of our church services. Worship is also not limited to only 
bowing in reverence before God. To begin with, worship is only determined by 
God Himself, and not everything we do is acceptable to God as worship just 
because we are sincere or it makes us feel good.  
 
Hebrews 12:28 tells us that we must “serve God acceptably with reverence and 
godly fear” (NKJV). The Greek word translated “serve” here is a form of the word 
“worship” and is used 21 times in the New Testament in the contexts of service 
and worship. Another form of the word "worship” is the Greek word therapeuo—
from which we get the English word “therapy”—and this is most often seen 
translated "heal" in reference to the healing of others. In the New Testament, this 
word is seen in every case of Jesus' healings.  
 
Other Greek words translated “worship” are prokeneuo meaning “paying 
homage” (1 Corinthians 14:25), sebazomai, meaning “to render religious honor” 
(Romans 1:25), and sebomai meaning “to revere or adore” (Acts 16:14). We see 
this same word used by Jesus to describe the vain, hypocritical worship of God 
(Matthew 15:9), leading us to the conclusion that not all “worship” is acceptable 
to God. 
 
But true biblical worship is to be first and foremost reverent (Hebrews 12:28). 
This means it is to be done with the understanding of who it is being worshiped. 
God is holy, just, righteous, perfect, powerful, loving, wrathful etc. Those who 
wish to worship biblically must worship God as He is revealed in Scripture. 
Second, we must worship in truth (John 4:24). This means that it needs to line up 
according to the truths in Scripture. Adding our own version of worship and 
“expressing ourselves” is not true worship if it does not accord with the Word of 
God. Personal expressions of worship are not indicated anywhere in Scripture 
and can lead to activities that are not God-honoring. Third, true worship is 
worship in Spirit. Because God is Spirit, true worship is a pure, holy, spiritual 
worship, the offering of the soul and the homage of the heart rather than merely 
that of the lips. Finally, true worship will always produce a change in the heart of 
the worshipper, causing a greater desire to love and obey the God we worship. If 
worship does not propel us into greater obedience, it isn't worship. Unless we 
come out of it with a greater commitment to obedience, it isn’t worship. Jesus 
said those who love Him will keep His commandments. If we say we love and 
worship Him, but do not obey Him, our worship is worthless.  
 
 



True biblical worship of the one true and living God is to be a lifestyle, not a 
moment in time (1 Corinthians 10:31). Just as they will be in eternity, our lives 
now are to be lives of total worship of God. When we eat, sleep, work, serve, and 
live from sunup to sundown, all that we do is to be in a spirit of worship of God. 
We are not to offer temporary, experience-oriented worship on Sunday, and then 
lead a secular life the rest of the week. True worship is offered to God from the 
depths of our inner being in praise and prayer, in song, in giving, and in living, but 
always based upon His revealed truth. 
 
 
 
Question: "What is true worship?" 
 
Answer: The Apostle Paul described true worship perfectly in Romans 12:1-2: “I 
urge you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God to present your bodies a 
living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God which is your spiritual service of 
worship. And do not be conformed to this world but be transformed by the 
renewing of your mind that you may prove what the will of God is, that which is 
good and acceptable, or well pleasing and perfect.” 
 
This passage contains all the elements of true worship. First, there is the 
motivation to worship: “the mercies of God.” God’s mercies are everything He 
has given us that we don’t deserve: eternal love, eternal grace, the Holy Spirit, 
everlasting peace, eternal joy, saving faith, comfort, strength, wisdom, hope, 
patience, kindness, honor, glory, righteousness, security, eternal life, 
forgiveness, reconciliation, justification, sanctification, freedom, intercession and 
much more. The knowledge and understanding of these incredible gifts motivate 
us to pour forth praise and thanksgiving—in other words, worship! 
 
Also in the passage is a description of the manner of our worship: “present your 
bodies a living and holy sacrifice.” Presenting our bodies means giving to God all 
of ourselves. The reference to our bodies here means all our human faculties, all 
of our humanness—our hearts, minds, hands, thoughts, attitudes—are to be 
presented to God. In other words, we are to give up control of these things and 
turn them over to Him, just as a literal sacrifice was given totally to God on the 
altar. But how? Again, the passage is clear: “by the renewing of your mind.” We 
renew our minds daily by cleansing them of the world’s “wisdom” and replacing it 
with true wisdom that comes from God. We worship Him with our renewed and 
cleansed minds, not with our emotions. Emotions are wonderful things, but 
unless they are shaped by a mind saturated in Truth, they can be destructive, 
out-of-control forces. Where the mind goes, the will follows and so do the 
emotions. First Corinthians 2:16 tells us we have “the mind of Christ,” not the 
emotions of Christ.  
 
 
 



There is only one way to renew our minds, and that is by the Word of God. It is 
the truth, the knowledge of the Word of God, which is to say the knowledge of the 
mercies of God, and we’re back where we began. To know the truth, to believe 
the truth, to hold convictions about the truth, and to love the truth will naturally 
result in true spiritual worship. It is conviction followed by affection, affection that 
is a response to truth, not to any external stimuli, including music. Music as such 
has nothing to do with worship. Music can’t produce worship, although it certainly 
can produce emotion. Music is not the origin of worship, but it can be the 
expression of it. Do not look to music to induce your worship; look to music as 
simply an expression of that which is induced by a heart that is rapt by the 
mercies of God, obedient to His commands. 
 
True worship is God-centered worship. People tend to get caught up in where 
they should worship, what music they should sing in worship, and how the 
worship looks to other people. Focusing on these things completely misses the 
point. Jesus tells us that true worshipers will worship God in spirit and in truth 
(John 4:24). This means we worship from the heart and the way God has 
designed. Worship can include praying, reading God's Word with an open heart, 
singing, participating in communion, and serving others. It is not limited to one 
act, but is done properly when the heart and attitude of the person are in the right 
place. 

It’s also important to know that worship is reserved only for God. Only He 
is worthy and not any of His servants (Revelation 19:10). We are not to worship 
saints, prophets, statues, angels, any false gods, or Mary, the mother of Jesus. 
We also should not be worshiping for the expectation of something in return, 
such as a miraculous healing. Worship is done for God—because He deserves 
it—and for His pleasure alone. Worship can be public praise to God (Psalm 
22:22, 35:18) in a congregational setting, where we can proclaim through prayer 
and praise our adoration and thankfulness to Him and what He has done for us. 
True worship is felt inwardly, and then comes out through our actions. "Going 
through the motions" out of obligation is displeasing to God and is done 
completely in vain. He can see through all the hypocrisy, and He hates it. He 
demonstrates this in Amos 5:21-24 as He talks about coming judgment. Another 
example is the story of Cain and Abel, the first sons of Adam and Eve. They both 
brought gift offerings to the Lord, but He was only pleased with Abel's. Cain 
brought the gift out of obligation; Abel brought his finest lambs from his flock. He 
brought out of faith and admiration for God. 

True worship is not confined to what we do in church or open praise 
(although these things are both good and we are told in the Bible to do them). It 
is the acknowledgment of God and all His power and glory in everything we do. 
The highest form of praise and worship is obedience to Him and His Word. To do 
this, we must know God; we cannot be ignorant of Him (Acts 17:23). Worship is 
to glorify and exalt God—to show our loyalty and admiration to our Father. 
 
 
    GotQuestions.org  



 
Chapter 6 - GIFTS OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 
 
    The gifts of the Holy Spirit are so to speak, the spiritual tools, given to 
Christians by God, to enable them to minister effectually to others. 
  The spiritual gifts of God's Holy Spirit are still real and good for every Christian 
today. Yet there are also many false demonstrations of God's Holy Spirit by men 
in many churches that we need to be on guard against. 
God will help give spiritual discernment to us to help distinguish between the 
genuine demonstration of the gifts of the Holy Spirit vs those who attempt to 
falsely display the gifts of Holy Spirit which God has not given them. 
   The focus of Christian teaching should never mainly be upon the gifts of 
the Holy Spirit, but rather on How to Love others as Jesus loved us; However 
some teaching on the the gifts of the Holy Spirit is essential so that everything 
would be done in God's order, so that it be truly edifying to others. 
 
Question: "What is the spiritual gift of teaching?" 
 
Answer: The spiritual gift of teaching is one of the gifts of the Holy Spirit(Romans 
12:6-8; 1 Corinthians 12:28; Ephesians 4:1-12). It is a gift given by the Holy 
Spirit, enabling one to effectively communicate the truths of Bible to others. It is 
most often, but not always, used in the context of the local church. The gift of 
teaching involves the analysis and proclamation of the Word of God, explaining 
the meaning, context and application to the hearer’s life. The gifted teacher is 
one who has the unique ability to clearly instruct and communicate knowledge, 
specifically the doctrines of the faith and truths of the Bible. 
 
God gave spiritual gifts to edify His church. Paul instructed the church at Corinth 
to seek to edify and build up Christ’s church, telling them that since they were 
“eager” to have spiritual gifts, they should “try to excel in gifts that build up the 
church” (1 Corinthians 14:12). A spiritual gift (charismata in Greek) is a 
supernatural, God-given ability to perform a ministry for the building up of the 
body of Christ. It is given graciously by God and cannot be earned. While a 
spiritual gift can be developed, it does require a supernatural ability to exercise it. 
One of these gifts is teaching. 
 
The Greek word for teacher is didaskalos, which means to teach or instruct. We 
see examples all through the Bible of teaching. Jesus Himself was the Great 
Teacher, and Jesus commanded His disciples to “go and make disciples of all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you” (Matthew 
28:19-20). Jesus commanded His disciples to teach new disciples everything He 
had commanded, instructing them in both doctrine and holy living. Christ's 
ministers are not to teach the commandments of men or anything that is of their 
own, or other men's devising, but only that which is ordered by Christ. 
 



There are several contexts in which the gift of teaching can be used: Sunday 
school classes, Bible schools and colleges, seminaries, and home Bible studies. 
The one with the gift can teach either individuals or groups. A person with the 
natural talent to teach can teach just about anything, but a person with the 
spiritual gift of teaching teaches the content of the Bible. He can teach the 
message of a book, as a whole book, or break it down to individual paragraphs or 
verses. No new material originates from one with the gift of teaching. The teacher 
simply explains or expounds the meaning of the Bible text.  
 
It is a supernatural gift of the Holy Spirit. One without this gift can understand the 
Bible as he hears/reads it, but he cannot explain it as one with the gift can. 
Although it can be developed, the spiritual gift of teaching is not something that 
can be learned or acquired, as with a college degree. A person with a PhD but 
without the gift of teaching will not be able to expound the Bible as one without a 
degree but having the gift of teaching does.  
 
In Ephesians 4:11-12, Paul lists foundational gifts for the building up of the local 
church. The gifts are given for the building up of the body of Christ. In verse 11 
teachers are linked with pastors. This does not necessarily suggest one gift, but it 
does seem to imply that the pastor is also a teacher. The Greek word for pastor 
ispoiemen which means “shepherd.” A pastor is one who cares for his people in 
the same way a shepherd cares for his sheep. Just as a shepherd feeds his 
sheep, the pastor also has the responsibility to teach his people the spiritual food 
of the Word of God.  
 
The church is edified through use of the gift of teaching as people listen to the 
Word of God, what it means, and how to apply it to their own lives. God has 
raised up many with this gift to build people up in their faith and enable them to 
grow in all wisdom and knowledge (2 Peter 3:18). 
 
How can Christians know if they have the gift of teaching?  
 
They should begin by asking God for opportunities to teach a Sunday school 
class or Bible study, under the authority and guidance of a gifted teacher. If they 
find they can explain the meaning of the Bible and others respond favorably and 
"bear good fruit " in their lives, they probably have the gift and should ask God for 
further opportunities to use and develop their gift. 
  Any Christian can receive one or more of the gifts of the Holy Spirit throughout 
their lives, and some may not be recognizable at first in a person's life, but as 
they step out in faith desiring to serve and to love others, God will many times 
increase the spiritual gifts in a person's life. 
 
 
 
 
 



KEY SCRIPTURES  
 
1 CORIN 12:4-11 Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit. And there 
are varieties of ministries, and the same Lord. 
And there are varieties of effects, but the same God who works all things in all 
persons. 
But to each one is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. For 
to one is given the word of wisdom through the Spirit, and to another the word of 
knowledge, according to the same Spirit; 
 
   To another faith, by the same Spirit, and to another gifts of healing by the one 
Spirit, and to another the effecting of miracles, and to another prophecy, and to 
another the distinguishing of spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, and to 
another the interpretation of tongues. 
   But one and the same Spirit works all these things, distributing to each one 
individually just as He wills. 
 
GIFTS OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 
 
1 CORIN 14:1-40 
Pursue Love, yet desire earnestly spiritual gifts, but especially that you may 
prophesy.  
14:2 For one who speaks in a tongue does not speak to men, but to God; for no 
one understands, but in his spirit he speaks mysteries.  
14:3 But one who prophesies speaks to men for edification and exhortation and 
consolation. 
14:4 One who speaks in a tongue edifies himself; but the one who prophesies 
edifies the church.  
14:5 Now I wish that you all spoke in tongues, but even more that you would 
prophesy; and greater is one who prophesies than one who speaks in tongues, 
unless he interprets, so that the church may receive edifying. 
14:6 But now, brethren, if I come to you speaking in tongues, what shall I profit 
you, unless I speak to you either by revelation or of knowledge or of prophecy or 
of teaching ? 
 
14:12 So also you, since you are zealous of spiritual gifts, seek to abound for the 
edification of the church. 
14:13 Therefore let one who speaks in a tongue pray that he may interpret.  
 
14:18 I thank God, I speak in tongues more than you all; 
14:19 However, in the church I desire to speak five words with my mind, that I 
may instruct others also, rather than ten thousand words in a tongue. 
 
14:26 What is the outcome then, brethren? When you assemble, one has a 
psalm, another has a teaching, another has a revelation, another has a tongue, 
another has a interpretation. Let all things be done for edification. 



14:27 If anyone speaks in a tongue it should be by two or at the most three and 
each in turn and let one interpret; 
14:28 But if there is no interpreter, let him keep silent in the church and let him 
speak to himself and to God 
14:29 And let two or three prophets speak and let the others pass judgment.  
14:30 But if a revelation is made to another who is seated, let the first keep silent. 
14:31 For you can all prophesy one by one, so that all may learn and all may be 
exhorted; 
 
 
 
 
Question: "Is there a biblical spiritual gifts list?" 
 
Answer: There are actually three biblical lists of the “gifts of the Spirit,” also 
known as spiritual gifts. The three main passages describing the spiritual gifts 
areRomans 12:6-8; 1 Corinthians 12:4-11; and 1 Corinthians 12:28. The spiritual 
gifts identified in Romans 12 are prophesying, serving, teaching, encouraging, 
giving, leadership, and mercy. The list in 1 Corinthians 12:4-11 includes the word 
of wisdom, the word of knowledge, faith, healing, miraculous powers, prophecy, 
distinguishing between spirits, speaking in tongues and interpretation of tongues. 
The list in 1 Corinthians 12:28 includes healings, helps, governments, diversities 
of tongues. A brief description of each gift follows: 
 
Prophecy – The Greek word translated “prophesying” or “prophecy” in both 
passages properly means to “speak forth” or declare the divine will, to interpret 
the purposes of God, or to make known in any way the truth of God which is 
designed to influence people. The idea of telling the future was added sometime 
in the Middle Ages and is in direct contradiction to other scriptural passages that 
condemn such fortune-telling or predicting the future (Acts 16:16-18). 
 
Serving – Also referred to as “ministering,” the Greek word diakonian, from which 
we get the English “deacon,” means service of any kind, the broad application of 
practical help to those in need.  
 
Teaching – This gift involves the analysis and proclamation of the Word of God, 
explaining the meaning, context and application to the hearer’s life. The gifted 
teacher is one who has the unique ability to clearly instruct and communicate 
knowledge, specifically the doctrines of the faith.  
 
Encouraging – Also called “exhortation,” this gift is evident in those who 
consistently call upon others to heed and follow God’s truth, which may involve 
correction or building others up by strengthening weak faith or comforting in 
trials.  
 
 



Giving – Gifted givers are those who joyfully share what they have with others, 
whether it is financial, material, or the giving of personal time and attention. The 
giver is concerned for the needs of others and seeks opportunities to share 
goods, money and time with them as needs arise.  
 
Leadership – The gifted leader is one who rules, presides over or has the 
management of other people in the church. The word literally means “guide” and 
carries with it the idea of one who steers a ship. One with the gift of leadership 
rules with wisdom and grace and exhibits the fruit of the Spirit in his life as he 
leads by example.  
 
Mercy – Closely linked with the gift of encouragement, the gift of mercy is 
obvious in those who are compassionate toward others who are in distress, 
showing sympathy and sensitivity coupled with a desire and the resources to 
lessen their suffering in a kind and cheerful manner.  
 
Word of wisdom – The fact that this gift is described as the “word” of wisdom 
indicates that it is one of the speaking gifts. This gift describes someone who can 
understand and speak forth biblical truth in such a way as to skillfully apply it to 
life situations with all discernment. 
 
Word of knowledge – This is another speaking gift that involves understanding 
truth with an insight that only comes by revelation from God. Those with the gift 
of knowledge understand the deep things of God and the mysteries of His Word.  
 
Faith – All believers possess faith in some measure because it is one of the gifts 
of the Spirit bestowed on all who come to Christ in faith (Galatians 5:22-23). The 
spiritual gift of faith is exhibited by one with a strong and unshakeable confidence 
in God, His Word, His promises, and the power of prayer to effect miracles.  
 
Healing – Although God does still heal today, the ability of men to produce 
miraculous healings belonged to the apostles of the first century church to affirm 
that their message was from God. Christians today do not have the power to heal 
the sick or resurrect the dead. If they did, the hospitals and morgues would be full 
of these “gifted” people emptying beds and coffins everywhere. 
 
Miraculous powers – Also known as the working of miracles, this is another 
temporary sign gift which involved performing supernatural events that could only 
be attributed to the power of God (Acts 2:22). This gift was exhibited by Paul 
(Acts 19:11-12), Peter (Acts 3:6), Stephen (Acts 6:8), and Phillip (Acts 8:6-7), 
among others.  
 
 
 
 
 



Distinguishing (discerning) of spirits – Certain individuals possess the unique 
ability to determine the true message of God from that of the deceiver, Satan, 
whose methods include purveying deceptive and erroneous doctrine. Jesus said 
many would come in His name and would deceive many (Matthew 24:4-5), but 
the gift of discerning spirits is given to the Church to protect it from such as 
these.  
 
Speaking in tongues – The gift of tongues is one of the temporary “sign gifts” 
given to the early Church to enable the gospel to be preached throughout the 
world to all nations and in all known languages. It involved the divine ability to 
speak in languages previously unknown to the speaker. This gift authenticated 
the message of the gospel and those who preached it as coming from God. The 
phrase “diversity of tongues” (KJV) or “different kinds of tongues” (NIV) 
effectively eliminates the idea of a “personal prayer language” as a spiritual gift.  
 
Interpretation of tongues – A person with the gift of interpreting tongues could 
understand what a tongues-speaker was saying even though he did not know the 
language that was being spoken. The tongues interpreter would then 
communicate the message of the tongues speaker to everyone else, so all could 
understand. 
 
Helps – Closely related to the gift of mercy is the gift of helps. Those with the gift 
of helps are those who can aid or render assistance to others in the church with 
compassion and grace. This has a broad range of possibilities for application. 
Most importantly, this is the unique ability to identify those who are struggling 
with doubt, fears, and other spiritual battles; to move toward those in spiritual 
need with a kind word, an understanding and compassionate demeanor; and to 
speak scriptural truth that is both convicting and loving. 
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Chapter 6 - UNITY OF THE SPIRIT -  The Church of 
Believers 
 
    ' Unity ' among Christians is one of the most important spiritual qualities for 
many reasons; There is spiritual strength in unity; Love comes forth through 
unity; The successful outcome missions and ministry is depended upon unity; 
Godly solutions to the problems we face is found when we have unity and agree. 
Yet ' unity ' must be according to God's ways and not from our own conceptions. 
   The word of God within the Bible gives the standards for true spiritual unity 
within the church. 
   Unity Church, The Bahai Faith or similar ' Unitarian philosophy are in 
gross error because they all have misconstrued the scriptures. They imply within 
their teachings that all religions and philosophies should be unified by ' accepting 
' each other's doctrines. This may sound seemly good, however in reality no one 
can attain true spiritual unity by intermixing beliefs. This would be like taking the 
pure truth of God found in Christianity and polluting it with strange beliefs and 
religious rituals, which can only bring confusion. 
   Rather God wants us to become truly unified in Him through a living 
relationship with Jesus Christ. This is only way to have true unity, if a person 
abides in the grace of Jesus Christ and receive the Spirit of God. 
   Satan is always trying to bring disunity among Christians, such as divorce, 
accusations, bitterness, revenge, unforgiveness. 
Unity is something we must constantly desire so that God can establish it within 
our lives. 
 
KEY SCRIPTURES  
 
PSALM 133:1 Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell in 
unity.  
 
COL 3:14 And beyond all these things put on Love, which is the perfect bond of 
unity. 
 
UNITY OF THE BODY - The Church of Believers  
 
GALATIANS 6:2 Bear one another's burden's and thus fulfill the law of Christ. 
 
1 CORIN 13:5 Love does not take into account a wrong suffered. 
 
EPHES 4:15,16 But speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in all aspects 
into Him, who is the head, even Christ, from whom the whole body, being fitted 
and held together by that which every joint supplies, according to the proper 
working of each individual part, causes the growth of the body for the building up 
of itself in love. 
 
 



1 CORIN 1:10 Now I exhort you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
that you all agree and there be no divisions among you, but you be made 
complete in the same mind and in the same judgment. 
 
PHIL 1:27 Only conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ so 
that whether I come and see you or remain absent, I may hear of you that you 
are standing firm in one spirit, with one mind, striving together for the faith of the 
gospel. 
 
JOHN 17:20-23 I do not ask in behalf of those alone, but for those also who 
believe in Me through their word; that they all may be one; even as You, Father 
are in Me, and I in You, that they also may be in Us; that the world may believe 
that You did send Me. 
And the glory which You have given Me I have given to them; that they may be 
one, just as We are one; 
I in them, and You in Me, that they may be perfected in unity, that the world may 
know that You did send Me, and did love them, even as You did love Me. 
 
EPHES 4:3-6 Being diligent to preserve the unity of the Spirit in the bond of 
peace, 4:4 There is one body and one Spirit, just as also you were called in one 
hope of your calling; 4:5 One Lord, one Faith, one baptism, 4:6 One God, and 
Father of all is over all and through all and in all. 
 
ECC 4:12 And if one can overpower him who is alone, two can resist him. A cord 
of three strands is not quickly broken. 
 
 
Chapter 6 – Truth 
 
HOW SHALL WE KNOW THE TRUTH ? 
 
• You shall know the truth, if you continue to learn, abide in and live Jesus' 

Word... 
 
JESUS SAID, " If you continue in My Word, you shall know the Truth and the 
Truth will make you free. " John 8:31 
 
JESUS did NOT SAY - In order for us to learn the truth, and to be saved it was 
necessary to seek and listen to the words of teachers of other religions. 
 
JESUS SAID, " I am the Way, the TRUTH, and the Life. No one comes to the 
Father except through Me " John 14:6 
 
• You will know the TRUTH, If you LOVE Jesus and keep ( Obey ) His 

Commandments and Jesus will give you another HELPER- THE SPIRIT 
OF TRUTH...  



 
JOHN 14:16 " And I will pray the Father , and He will give you another 
HELPER, that He may abide with you forever, even the SPIRIT OF TRUTH 
whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees Him, nor knows Him, but 
you will know Him, for He dwells with you, and He will be in you. 
 
JOHN 16:13 " When He the SPIRIT OF TRUTH, has come, He will guide you 
into ALL TRUTH. " 
 
• You will know the TRUTH, by HEARING and BELIEVING THE WORD from 

the Father, which Jesus taught. 
 
JOHN 17:17 " Sanctify them by Your Truth. YOUR WORD IS TRUTH. " 
 
JESUS SAID... " For this cause I was born, and for this cause I have come into 
the world, that I should bear witness to the Truth, everyone who is of the 
TRUTH hears My voice. " 
JOHN 18:37 
 
How do we know that the Words that Jesus spoke are the TRUTH ? 
 
• Because His Words are Spirit and LIFE to us personally and have the 

recognizable ability to set us free, from sin and confusion.  
 

JOHN 6:63 - The Spirit gives life; the flesh counts for nothing. The words I have 
spoken to you—they are full of the Spirit and life. 
 
• Because Jesus is a Good Shepherd and we hear His Voice of Truth, of 

Protection, and Life. 
 

JOHN 10- “Very truly I tell you Pharisees, anyone who does not enter the sheep 
pen by the gate, but climbs in by some other way, is a thief and a robber. 2 The 
one who enters by the gate is the shepherd of the sheep. 3 The gatekeeper 
opens the gate for him, and the sheep listen to his voice. He calls his own sheep 
by name and leads them out. 4 When he has brought out all his own, he goes on 
ahead of them, and his sheep follow him because they know his voice. 5 But they 
will never follow a stranger; in fact, they will run away from him because they do 
not recognize a stranger’s voice.” 6 Jesus used this figure of speech, but the 
Pharisees did not understand what he was telling them.7 Therefore Jesus said 
again, “Very truly I tell you, I am the gate for the sheep. 8 All who have come 
before me are thieves and robbers, but the sheep have not listened to them. 9 I 
am the gate; whoever enters through me will be saved. They will come in and go 
out, and find pasture.10 The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have 
come that they may have life, and have it to the full. 
 
 



11 “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the 
sheep. 12 The hired hand is not the shepherd and does not own the sheep. So 
when he sees the wolf coming, he abandons the sheep and runs away. Then the 
wolf attacks the flock and scatters it. 13 The man runs away because he is a 
hired hand and cares nothing for the sheep. 
 
14 “I am the good shepherd; I know my sheep and my sheep know me— 15 just 
as the Father knows me and I know the Father—and I lay down my life for the 
sheep. 16 I have other sheep that are not of this sheep pen. I must bring them 
also. They too will listen to my voice, and there shall be one flock and one 
shepherd. 17 The reason my Father loves me is that I lay down my life—only to 
take it up again. 18 No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I 
have authority to lay it down and authority to take it up again. This command I 
received from my Father.” 
 
27 My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow me. 28 I give 
them eternal life, and they shall never perish; no one will snatch them out 
of my hand. 29 My Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all; no 
one can snatch them out of my Father’s hand. 30 I and the Father are one.” 
 
• Because Prophecies are fulfilled in Jesus 
 
How do we know that we ourselves are of the Truth ? 
 
• If we LOVE in DEED and TRUTH 

 
1 JOHN 3:17-19  But whoever has this world’s goods, and sees his brother in 
need, and shuts up his heart from him, how does the love of God abide in 
him?18 My little children, let us not love in word or in tongue, but in deed and in 
truth. 19 And by this we know that we are of the truth, and shall assure our 
hearts before Him. 
 
NOTE : If we as a Christian notice that we are not Loving others in deed and 
truth at any time throughout our lives as Christians, than we need to repent, and 
demonstrate Love of Christ properly, to those around us, according to the Way 
Jesus taught.  The Holy Spirit will show us, and help us to continue change for 
the better. Thereby we will know we are of the Truth. 
 
JOHN 7:16-18 - Jesus answered, “My teaching is not my own. It comes from the 
one who sent me. 17 Anyone who chooses to do the will of God will find 
out whether my teaching comes from God or whether I speak on my 
own. 18 Whoever speaks on their own does so to gain personal glory, but he 
who seeks the glory of the one who sent him is a man of truth; there is 
nothing false about him. 
 
 



Do we have to learn also from individuals of other religions and 
philosophies, in order to know the Truth ? 
 
No - If you are seeking the truth and you already believe that Jesus is the Christ, 
then you don't have to accumulate to yourself other individuals and teachers of 
various non-christian religious and philosophies in order to find the Truth. In fact 
if someone attempts to learn from other non-christian teachers, it would hinder 
that person from coming to God the Father. 
JESUS SAID, " I am the Way, the TRUTH, and the Life. No one comes to the 
Father except through Me " John 14:6 
 
 ACTS 4:12 - Nor is there salvation in any other, for there is no other name under 
heaven given among men by which we must be saved.” 
 
Though teachers or followers of various of other religious doctrines other than 
Christianity, may have vague similarities to what Jesus taught or have sayings 
that appear logical and nice to men, still their words are mere worthless deceitful 
imitations, that are without god's Spirit and are lifeless. Just because some 
writings are even ancient doesn't mean that they are true. Behind their words 
lurks , contradictions, inconsistencies, hypocrisy, confusion, lies, ignorance, and 
the spirit of falsehood, which will guide into all untruth, and bring bondage and 
spiritual death. 
 
1 JOHN 1:8-10 - If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the 
truth is not in us. 9 If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive 
us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.10 If we say that we have 
not sinned, we make Him a liar, and His word is not in us. 
 
1 JOHN 2:22 - Who is a liar but he who denies that Jesus is the Christ? He is 
antichrist who denies the Father and the Son. 
 
2 PETER 2:2 - And many will follow their destructive ways, because of whom the 
way of truth will be blasphemed. 
 
IN CONTRAST JESUS SAID ... 
JOHN 6:63 The Words that I speak to you, are Spirit, and are LIFE. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



TRUE SUCCESS 
 
       What things are truly worthwhile for us to be a success at in life, of which 
any of us can have the potential to accomplish and do for others regardless of 
our financial standing, intellect, physical abilities or ethnic background ? 
 
     To often we strive to be successful in many things which will never rightly 
fulfill our foremost needs and heartfelt desires. In our ignorance, we engage in 
mixed up priorities and overly give our attention and time to areas which should 
take a lesser place within our life or even should not be there at all.    In our 
pursuit for all what the world regards as success, we find ourselves engaged, 
preoccupied, and struggling in many detrimental endeavors, which can 
personally adversely affect not only ourselves, but essentially hurt others by our 
actions.    The things which can be eventually, exceedingly disappointing and 
grievous to us, are when we long for, envy, and relentlessly pursue, that which is 
beyond our needs of actual contentment.    Such as our greed for materialistic 
gain and luxury beyond our needs,  a higher social status, prideful recognitions, 
extreme physical goals, with no true lasting moral substance, striving with no real 
purposeful direction, and attaining fleeting vain appearances.    We invariably 
miss out in obtaining and sharing life’s most precious virtues, if we allow 
ourselves to become entangled in a world of pride and selfish ambition. 
 Why should we grasp the wind, only to find nothing to satisfy ?… 
 

Let us rather learn and follow the Way of Jesus Christ, continue in His 
Word, and thereby know the TRUTH, and be set free, to truly Love God and 
those around us, so that our Joy will be full. 
 
 
 
Question: "Is there such a thing as absolute truth / universal truth?" 
 
Answer: In order to understand absolute or universal truth, we must begin by 
defining truth. Truth, according to the dictionary, is “conformity to fact or actuality; 
a statement proven to be or accepted as true.” Some people would say that there 
is no true reality, only perceptions and opinions. Others would argue that there 
must be some absolute reality or truth. 

One view says that there are no absolutes that define reality. Those who 
hold this view believe everything is relative to something else, and thus there can 
be no actual reality. Because of that, there are ultimately no moral absolutes, no 
authority for deciding if an action is positive or negative, right or wrong. This view 
leads to “situational ethics,” the belief that what is right or wrong is relative to the 
situation. There is no right or wrong; therefore, whatever feels or seems right at 
the time and in that situation is right. Of course, situational ethics leads to a 
subjective, “whatever feels good” mentality and lifestyle, which has a devastating 
effect on society and individuals. This is postmodernism, creating a society that 
regards all values, beliefs, lifestyles, and truth claims as equally valid. 



 
The other view holds that there are indeed absolute realities and standards that 
define what is true and what is not. Therefore, actions can be determined to be 
either right or wrong by how they measure up to those absolute standards. If 
there are no absolutes, no reality, chaos ensues. Take the law of gravity, for 
instance. If it were not an absolute, we could not be certain we could stand or sit 
in one place until we decided to move. Or if two plus two did not always equal 
four, the effects on civilization would be disastrous. Laws of science and physics 
would be irrelevant, and commerce would be impossible. What a mess that 
would be! Thankfully, two plus two does equal four. There is absolute truth, and it 
can be found and understood. 
 
To make the statement that there is no absolute truth is illogical. Yet, today, 
many people are embracing a cultural relativism that denies any type of absolute 
truth. A good question to ask people who say, “There is no absolute truth” is this: 
“Are you absolutely sure of that?” If they say “yes,” they have made an absolute 
statement—which itself implies the existence of absolutes. They are saying that 
the very fact there is no absolute truth is the one and only absolute truth.  
 
Beside the problem of self-contradiction, there are several other logical problems 
one must overcome to believe that there are no absolute or universal truths. One 
is that all humans have limited knowledge and finite minds and, therefore, cannot 
logically make absolute negative statements. A person cannot logically say, 
“There is no God” (even though many do so), because, in order to make such a 
statement, he would need to have absolute knowledge of the entire universe 
from beginning to end. Since that is impossible, the most anyone can logically 
say is “With the limited knowledge I have, I do not believe there is a God.” 
 
Another problem with the denial of absolute truth/universal truth is that it fails to 
live up to what we know to be true in our own consciences, our own experiences, 
and what we see in the real world. If there is no such thing as absolute truth, then 
there is nothing ultimately right or wrong about anything. What might be “right” for 
you does not mean it is “right” for me. While on the surface this type of relativism 
seems to be appealing, what it means is that everybody sets his own rules to live 
by and does what he thinks is right. Inevitably, one person’s sense of right will 
soon clash with another’s. What happens if it is “right” for me to ignore traffic 
lights, even when they are red? I put many lives at risk. Or I might think it is right 
to steal from you, and you might think it is not right. Clearly, our standards of right 
and wrong are in conflict. If there is no absolute truth, no standard of right and 
wrong that we are all accountable to, then we can never be sure of anything. 
People would be free to do whatever they want—murder, rape, steal, lie, cheat, 
etc., and no one could say those things would be wrong. There could be no 
government, no laws, and no justice, because one could not even say that the 
majority of the people have the right to make and enforce standards upon the 
minority. A world without absolutes would be the most horrible world imaginable. 
 



 
From a spiritual standpoint, this type of relativism results in religious confusion, 
with no one true religion and no way of having a right relationship with God. All 
religions would therefore be false because they all make absolute claims 
regarding the afterlife. It is not uncommon today for people to believe that two 
diametrically opposed religions could both be equally “true,” even though both 
religions claim to have the only way to heaven or teach two totally opposite 
“truths.” People who do not believe in absolute truth ignore these claims and 
embrace a more tolerant universalism that teaches all religions are equal and all 
roads lead to heaven. People who embrace this worldview vehemently oppose 
evangelical Christians who believe the Bible when it says that Jesus is “the way, 
and the truth, and the life” and that He is the ultimate manifestation of truth and 
the only way one can get to heaven (John 14:6). 
 
Tolerance has become the one cardinal virtue of the postmodern society, the one 
absolute, and, therefore, intolerance is the only evil. Any dogmatic belief—
especially a belief in absolute truth—is viewed as intolerance, the ultimate sin. 
Those who deny absolute truth will often say that it is all right to believe what you 
want, as long as you do not try to impose your beliefs on others. But this view 
itself is a belief about what is right and wrong, and those who hold this view most 
definitely do try to impose it on others. They set up a standard of behavior which 
they insist others follow, thereby violating the very thing they claim to uphold—
another self-contradicting position. Those who hold such a belief simply do not 
want to be accountable for their actions. If there is absolute truth, then there are 
absolute standards of right and wrong, and we are accountable to those 
standards. This accountability is what people are really rejecting when they reject 
absolute truth. 
 
The denial of absolute truth/universal truth and the cultural relativism that comes 
with it are the logical result of a society that has embraced the theory of evolution 
as the explanation for life. If naturalistic evolution is true, then life has no 
meaning, we have no purpose, and there cannot be any absolute right or wrong. 
Man is then free to live as he pleases and is accountable to no one for his 
actions. Yet no matter how much sinful men deny the existence of God and 
absolute truth, they still will someday stand before Him in judgment. The Bible 
declares that “…what may be known about God is plain to them, because God 
has made it plain to them. For since the creation of the world God's invisible 
qualities—his eternal power and divine nature—have been clearly seen, being 
understood from what has been made, so that men are without excuse. For 
although they knew God, they neither glorified him as God nor gave thanks to 
him, but their thinking became futile and their foolish hearts were darkened. 
Although they claimed to be wise, they became fools” (Romans 1:19-22). 
 
 
 
 



Is there any evidence for the existence of absolute truth? Yes. First, there is the 
human conscience, that certain “something” within us that tells us the world 
should be a certain way, that some things are right and some are wrong. Our 
conscience convinces us there is something wrong with suffering, starvation, 
rape, pain, and evil, and it makes us aware that love, generosity, compassion, 
and peace are positive things for which we should strive. This is universally true 
in all cultures in all times. The Bible describes the role of the human conscience 
in Romans 2:14-16: “Indeed, when Gentiles, who do not have the law, do by 
nature things required by the law, they are a law for themselves, even though 
they do not have the law, since they show that the requirements of the law are 
written on their hearts, their consciences also bearing witness, and their thoughts 
now accusing, now even defending them. This will take place on the day when 
God will judge men's secrets through Jesus Christ, as my gospel declares.” 
 
The second evidence for the existence of absolute truth is science. Science is 
simply the pursuit of knowledge, the study of what we know and the quest to 
know more. Therefore, all scientific study must by necessity be founded upon the 
belief that there are objective realities existing in the world and these realities can 
be discovered and proven. Without absolutes, what would there be to study? 
How could one know that the findings of science are real? In fact, the very laws 
of science are founded on the existence of absolute truth. 
 
The third evidence for the existence of absolute truth/universal truth is religion. 
All the religions of the world attempt to give meaning and definition to life. They 
are born out of mankind’s desire for something more than simple existence. 
Through religion, humans seek God, hope for the future, forgiveness of sins, 
peace in the midst of struggle, and answers to our deepest questions. Religion is 
really evidence that mankind is more than just a highly evolved animal. It is 
evidence of a higher purpose and of the existence of a personal and purposeful 
Creator who implanted in man the desire to know Him. And if there is indeed a 
Creator, then He becomes the standard for absolute truth, and it is His authority 
that establishes that truth. 
 
Fortunately, there is such a Creator, and He has revealed His truth to us through 
His Word, the Bible. Knowing absolute truth/universal truth is only possible 
through a personal relationship with the One who claims to be the Truth—Jesus 
Christ. Jesus claimed to be the only way, the only truth, the only life and the only 
path to God (John 14:6). The fact that absolute truth does exist points us to the 
truth that there is a sovereign God who created the heavens and the earth and 
who has revealed Himself to us in order that we might know Him personally 
through His Son Jesus Christ. That is the absolute truth. 
    GotQuestions.org Home 
 
 
 
 



 
Chapter 6 - REPROVE, REBUKE, ADMONISH 
 
     It is essential that we correct each other but only when directed by the 
Holy Spirit and in a loving manner, according to the word of God. 
    For anyone to just point out someone's faults without a sincere love and 
concern, will only be hurtful, and condemning, instead of edifying. 
    Correcting other Christians is not wrongful judging when done in a 
Christlike manner towards those Christians who choose to continue in sin; 
   However it can be wrongful judging if done in an accusing way with no 
loving concern or not based upon biblical truth. 
Correction, reprove, and rebuke, helps us to be equipped for every good work, 
and keeps us on the narrow path that leads to life. 
 
KEY SCRIPTURES 
 
2 TIM 3:16 All scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, 
for correction, for training in righteousness, 3:17 That the man of God may be 
adequate, equipped for every good work. 
 
2 TIM 4:2 Preach the word; be ready in season and out of season, reprove, 
rebuke, exhort, with great patience and instruction. 
 
2 TIM 2:24,25 And the Lord's bond servant must not be quarrelsome, but be kind 
to all, able to teach, patient when wronged, 2:25 with gentleness correcting those 
who are in opposition, if perhaps God may grant them repentance leading to the 
knowledge of the truth. 
 
MAT 7:3 And why do you look at the speck that is in your brother's eye, but do 
not notice the log that is in your own eye ?  
7:4 Or how can you say to your brother, Let me take the speck out of your eye 
and behold, the log is in your own eye ? 
7:5 You hypocrite, first take the log out of your own eye, and then you will see 
clearly to take the speck out of your brother's eye. 
 
2 THES 3:14 And if anyone does not obey our instruction in this letter, take 
special note of that man and do not associate with him, so that he may be put to 
shame, 2:15 And yet do not regard him as an enemy, but admonish him as a 
brother. 
 
1 TIM 5:1 Do not sharply rebuke an older man, but rather appeal to him as a 
father, to the younger men as brothers, 5:2 the older women as mothers, and the 
younger women as sisters, in all purity. 
 
 
 



Answer: This can be a delicate subject. It is wise to spend time in prayer first, to 
check our motivation and ask for guidance. There are times when Christians are 
called upon to "talk to" or try to correct a fellow Christian. Assuming we are 
talking about a matter of sin in a believers’ life, our motive and intent should 
always be to bring about repentance and restoration to the erring brother or sister 
in Christ. 
 
First, our attitude is very important. "Be kind and tender to one another. Forgive 
each other, just as God forgave you because of what Christ has done" 
(Ephesians 4:32). It is then that we are more able to "speak the truth in love" 
(Ephesians 4:15). In his epistle to the Galatians, Paul had a similar warning 
about attitude: "Brothers, if someone is caught in a sin, you who are spiritual 
should restore him gently. But watch yourself, or you also may be tempted" 
(Galatians 6:1). Here we see that those who are “spiritual,” meaning walking in 
the Spirit in faith and obedience, should gently restore someone who is in sin, 
being always aware of how easily we can all be tempted by Satan who wants to 
ensnare everyone in his traps. 
 
The Bible prescribes the procedure for confronting a sinning brother or sister in 
an extensive passage on church discipline: "If your brother sins against you, go 
and show him his fault, just between the two of you. If he listens to you, you have 
won your brother over. But if he will not listen, take one or two others along, so 
that ‘every matter may be established by the testimony of two or three witnesses.' 
If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church; and if he refuses to listen even 
to the church, treat him as you would a pagan or a tax collector" (Matthew 18:15-
17). Again, this is the procedure for confronting a sinning brother, not someone 
whose behavior you feel needs modifying in some way or someone who merely 
irritates or annoys you.  
 
On a different slant, one of the most often quoted scriptures is "Judge not, lest ye 
be judged" (Matthew 7:1 KJV). Taken out of context, the verse has been used to 
incorrectly justify never taking a stand on anything that would require a judgment 
to be made. Rather, the verse is referring to hypocritical, self-righteous, unfair 
kinds of judgment, especially where the confronter is guilty of the same sin as the 
one being confronted.  
 
So, when should Christians talk to or try to correct a fellow Christian? When we 
have talked to the Lord first, have an attitude of submission and concern for the 
other person, and are committed to following the procedures outlined in His Word 
for such a situation. 
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Chapter 6 - BEWARE OF FALSE TEACHERS 
 
    Jesus Christ instructed us to beware of false teachers; There are many 
false teachers who may at first glance not appear to be all that evil yet their 
doctrines can still be very devastating to anyone who attempts to follow what 
they teach. 
   These false teachers are associated with various religious groups and 
cults, such as Unity Church, New Age, Bahai Faith, Mormons, Masons, Jehovah 
Witnesses, Hare Krishnas, Islam etc; or even be within our own Christian 
churches. 
   Each of these may even falsely claim to be " Christian ", or to believe in 
Jesus Christ yet in reality when anyone closely examines what they actually 
believe in comparison to the scriptures of Bible, you can clearly see their lies, 
contradictions, and deceptions which are contrary to the truth of God. 
    Don't be deceived to follow their ways just because they do a few things 
that appear spiritual or benevolent acts, in order to entice you. Remember they 
themselves can be very sincere in what they believe, but that can be sincerely 
wrong. 
   There are also many false teachers even within our Christian 
denominations and churches, who are harder to discern. They know the Bible: 
They may even teach 99 % biblical truth, yet if they teach 1 % lies of a major 
doctrine, it's like eating 99 % good food with 1 % poison, that 1 % poison can still 
kill you. 
  Avoid these kind of teachers who deliberately teach a doctrine contrary the full 
gospel of Jesus Christ and who take scripture out of content. 
 
" You shall know them by their fruits." 
 
   If you see any unrepented sinful pattern in a teacher's life or if he causes any 
sin in the church by what he teaches, then that teacher is to be recognized as a 
false teacher; 
  However don't reject a Christian teacher who ignorantly may be teaching an 
error if they are is open to correction and change. 
 
BEWARE OF FALSE TEACHERS 
 
Will false teachers bring in destructive heresies among us, even within our 
churches and fellowships ? 
 
YES, They will sure try.... 2 PET 2:1,2 But there were also false prophets 
among, the people, even as there will be false teachers, among you who will 
secretly bring in destructive heresies, 
 
ACT 20:29,30 For I know this, that after my departure, savage wolves will come 
in among you not sparing the flock, also from among yourselves men will rise up 
speaking perverse things, to draw away the disciples after themselves. 



 
JUDE 4 For certain men have crept in, unnoticed, who long ago were marked out 
for this condemnation , ungodly men, who turn the grace of our God into 
licentiousness and deny the only Lord God and our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
MAT 7:15 Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep's clothing, but 
inwardly they are ravenous wolves. 
 
2 COR 11:13 For such men are false apostles, deceitful workman, disguising 
themselves as apostles of Christ, and no wonder, for even Satan disguises 
himself as an angel of light, so it is not strange, if his servants also disguise 
themselves as servants of righteousness, their end will correspond to their 
deeds. 
 
JER 29:9 For thus says the Lord of Hosts, the God of Israel; Do not let your 
prophets and your diviners WHO ARE IN YOUR MIDST deceive you, nor 
listen to your dreams which you are caused to be dreamed. 
 
2 TIM 4:3 For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine, but 
according to their own desires with itvhing ears, they will heap up for themselves 
teachers; and they will turn their ears away from the truth, and be turned aside to 
fables. 
 
JER 23:11 “Both prophet and priest are godless; even in my temple I find their 
wickedness, declares the Lord. 
 
JER 23:16 This is what the Lord Almighty says:“Do not listen to what the 
prophets are prophesying to you; they fill you with false hopes.They speak 
visions from their own minds,not from the mouth of the Lord. 
 
 
Where does God's Word instruct us to TAKE HEED and to be BEWARE of 
false teachers, and false prophets ? 
 
   Where does God's Word also instruct us to not to be carried about with various 
and strange doctrines, and further not to believe in any perverted gospel of 
Christ, which is polluted with untruth, such as contradictions, profane and vain 
babblings, errors, philosophies, twisted and misconstrued scriptures, false 
knowledge, hypocrisy, doctrines of demons,... etc ? 
 
MARK 13:22 False christs and false prophets will arise and show signs and 
wonders , to lead astray, if possible, the elect. but TAKE HEED I have told you all 
things beforehand. 
 
HEB 13:8,9 Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever. DO NOT BE 
CARRIED ABOUT WITH VARIOUS & STRANGE TEACHINGS. 



 
MAT 7:15 BEWARE of false prophets, who come to you in sheep's clothing, but 
inwardly they are ravenous wolves. 
 
EPHES 5:5,6 LET NO ONE DECEIVE YOU, WITH EMPTY WORDS, for 
because of these things the wrath of God comes upon the sons of disobedience, 
therefore do not be partakers with them. 
 
DEUT 12:30 TAKE HEED ... THAT YOU DO NOT INQUIRE ABOUT THEIR 
GODS, saying," How did these nations serve their gods ?' 
 
EX 23:13 TAKE HEED to all that I have said to you; and make no mention of the 
names of other gods, NOR LET SUCH BE HEARD OUT OF YOUR MOUTH. 
 
DEUT 4:16 BEWARE LEST YOU ACT CORRUPTLY by making a graven image 
for yourselves, in the form of any figure, BEWARE lest you lift up your eyes to 
heaven and when you see the sun and the moon and the stars ...you be drawn 
away and worship them & serve them... 
 
2 PET 3:16 There are some things in them hard to understand which the ignorant 
& unstable twist to their own destruction, as they do the other scriptures, You, 
therefore, beloved, Knowing this beforehand, BEWARE lest you be carried away 
with ERROR of lawless men and lose your stability... 
 
MAT 24:4.5 TAKE HEED THAT NO ONE DECEIVES YOU, For many will come 
in My Name saying, " I AM the CHRIST "and WILL deceive MANY. 
 
COL 2:8 SEE TO IT THAT NO ONE MAKES PREY OF YOU by philosophy and 
empty deceit, according to human tradition, according to the elemental spirits of 
the universe, and not according to Christ. 
 
2 TIM 4:3 For the time is coming when they will not endure sound teaching, but 
according to their own desires, because they have itching ears, they will heap up 
for themselves teachers ; and they will turn their ears away from the truth, and be 
turned aside to fables. But you be watchful in all things... 
 
GAL 1:6-10 I marvel that you are turning away so soon from Him who called you 
in the Grace of Christ, to a different gospel when there is not another: But there 
are some who want to trouble you and PERVERT the Gospel of Christ. But even 
if WE or an angel from heaven, PREACH ANY OTHER GOSPEL to you than 
what we have preached to you, LET HIM BE ACCURSED. 
As we have said before, so I say again, if anyone preaches any other gospel to 
you than what you have received, let him be accursed. 
For do I now persuade men or God ? or do I seek to please men ? For if I seek 
still to please men, I WOULD NOT BE A SERVANT OF CHRIST. 
 



 
Why must we take heed and beware of false teachers ? What detrimental 
results could happen if we allow ourselves to be deceived, by every wind of 
doctrine ? 
 
MAT 24:11,12 Then many false prophets will rise up and deceive many and 
because lawlessness will abound, 
THE LOVE OF MANY WILL GROW COLD. 
 
1 TIM 6:20,21 Avoiding the profane and vain babblings ,and CONTRADICTIONS 
of what is falsely called knowledge, by professing it, 
SOME HAVE STRAYED FROM THE FAITH. 
 
2 PET 3:16 There are some things in them hard to understand which the ignorant 
and unstable twist to their own destruction, as they do the other scriptures. 
You therefore beloved knowing this beforehand, BEWARE, LEST YOU BE 
CARRIED AWAY WITH ERROR OF LAWLESS MEN AND LOSE YOUR OWN 
STABILITY... 
 
ACT 20:29,30 YOU COULD BE DRAWN AWAY BY SAVAGE WOLVES 2 PET 
2:2 And many will follow their destructive ways, BECAUSE OF WHOM THE 
WAY OF TRUTH WILL BE BLASPHEMED 
 
How could a Christian be deceived by false teachers, false prophets, and 
by false brethren ? What would cause a Christian to be deceived ? 
 

• BY BELIEVING FALSE SIGNS & WONDERS 
MAT 24:24 " For false christs, and false prophets will arise & show great signs & 
wonders so as to deceive, if possible, even the elect. " 
 
How could a Christian be deceived by false teachers, false prophets, and 
by false brethren ? What would cause a Christian to be deceived ? 
 
 

• BY NOT GUARDING the pure Truths of the Gospel of Christ the was 
committed to your trust. BY NOT AVOIDING CONTRADICTIONS.... 

 
1 TIM 6:20,21 GUARD what was committed to your trust, AVOIDING the profane 
and vain babblings and CONTRADICTIONS of what is falsely called knowledge, 
By professing it, some have strayed concerning the faith. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
• By occupying yourself with DIFFERENT DOCTRINES OF MEN, 

MYTHS, and ENDLESS GENEALOGIES, SPECULATIONS, and VAIN 
DISCUSSIONS. 

• By occupying a different doctrine rather than DIVINE TRAINING, 
which teaches LOVE issues from a PURE HEART, and a GOOD 
CONSCIENCE and a SINCERE FAITH 
 

1 TIM 1:3 As I urge you... that you may charge certain persons not to teach any 
different doctrine nor to occupy themselves with myths, and endless genealogies 
which promote speculations rather than the divine training that is faith, whereas 
the aim of our charge is Love that issues from a pure heart, and a good 
conscience and a sincere faith. Certain persons by swerving from these have 
wandered away into vain discussions, desiring to be teachers of the law without 
understanding either what they are saying or the things about which they make 
assertions. 
 
 

• By not receiving THE LOVE OF THE TRUTH By not believing the 
truth but had pleasure in UNRIGHTEOUSNESS; By believing the 
lying wonders & signs of Satan 

 
2 THES 2:9-12 The coming of the lawless one is according to the working of 
Satan, with all power, signs, and lying wonders, and with all unrighteous 
deception among those who perish, because they did not receive the Love of the 
truth, that they might be saved. And for this reason GOD WILL SEND THEM A 
STRONG DELUSION, that they should believe the lie, that they all may be 
condemned who did not believe the truth but had pleasure in unrighteousness. 
 
Why would God allow hypocritical Christians and unbelievers to be 
deceived ? 
 
2 THES 2:12 ....because they did not believe THE TRUTH but had PLEASURE 
IN UNRIGHTEOUSNESS. 

God is very just & merciful if we ongoingly repent but if we continue to take 
pleasure in any evil and do not repent God will allow us to be deceived, and be 
condemned 
 

• BY GIVING HEED TO 
 
1 TIM 4:1 Now the Spirit expressly says that in latter times some will depart from 
the faith, giving heed to DECEIVING SPIRITS and DOCTRINES OF DEMONS, 
speaking LIES in HYPOCRISY. 
 
 
 



• By not being BEWARE OF HYPOCRISY 
 
LUKE 12:1 . BEWARE OF the LEAVEN of the Pharisees, which is HYPOCRISY 
 

• By not TAKING HEED By not being BEWARE OF........ 
 

MAT 16:6 TAKE HEED AND BEWARE OF THE LEAVEN of the Pharisees & the 
sadducees. 
 
How could a Christian be deceived by false teachers, false prophets, and 
by false brethren ? 
 

• By receiving A DIFFERENT SPIRIT, or when someone preaches a 
different and perverted Gospel of Jesus, contrary to the Truth which 
Jesus actually taught and lived. 
 

2 CORIN 11:3,4 But I fear, lest somehow, AS THE SERPENT DECEIVED EVE 
BY HIS CRAFTINESS, so your minds may be corrupted from the simplicity, that 
is in Christ. 
For if he who comes preaches another Jesus WHO WE HAVE NOT 
PREACHED, or if you receive a different spirit which you have not received, or a 
different gospel which you have not accepted , you may well put up with it. 
 
How could a Christian be deceived by false teachers, false prophets, and 
by false brethren ? 
 

• By BELIEVING false teachers who speak great SWELLING WORDS of 
EMPTINESS through LICENTIOUSNESS, THEY ALLURE THROUGH 
THE LUSTS OF THE FLESH 

 
2 PET 2:18,19 For when they speak great swelling words of emptiness, they 
allure through the lusts of the flesh, through licentiousness, the ones who have 
actually escaped from those who live in error, while they promise them liberty, 
they themselves are slaves to corruption. 
 

• By listening to & believing anyone who teaches things OTHERWISE 
THAN THAT OF THE TRUTH, and who does not consent to the 
WORDS OF JESUS CHRIST; 

• or by believing anyone who DOES NOT CONSENT TO THE 
DOCTRINE which is ACCORDING TO GODLINESS 
 

1 TIM 6:3-5 If anyone teaches, otherwise and DOES NOT CONSENT TO THE 
WHOLESOME WORDS , even to the Words of our LORD JESUS CHRIST and 
to the DOCTRINE which is according to GODLINESS. 
He is proud, knowing nothing, destitute of the truth..... 
 



• By FOLLOWING DESTRUCTIVE HERESIES, 
 

2 PET 2:1,2 But there were also false prophets among the people even as there 
will be false teachers among you who will secretly bring in DESTRUCTIVE 
HERESIES, even denying the Lord who bought them and bring on themselves 
swift destruction, And many will follow their destructive ways, because of whom 
the way of truth will be blasphemed. 
 

• By the DECEPTION of false prophets & by LAWLESSNESS  
 
MAT 24:11 Then many false prophets will rise up and deceive many, and 
because lawlessness will abound , the Love of many will grow cold. 
 

• By BEING LED by a blind teacher who TEACHES UNTRUTH  
 
MAT 15:13,14 Every plant which my heavenly Father has not planted will be 
uprooted, let them alone, 
They are blind leaders of the blind, and if the BLIND LEADS THE BLIND, both 
will fall into a ditch. 
 
How could a Christian be deceived by false teachers, false prophets, and 
by false brethren ? 
 

• By being IMMATURE and LACKING KNOWLEDGE OF GOD'S WORD 
 

• By BELIEVING EVERY WIND OF DOCTRINE By the TRICKERY OF 
MEN 

 
 

EPHES 4:14 That we should no longer be children, tossed to and fro and carried 
about with by every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men in the cunning 
craftiness by which they lie in wait to deceive. 
 

• By not being AWARE OF THE ERRORS of ignorant, unstable, and 
LAWLESS individuals who TWIST SCRIPTURE 
 

2 PET 3:16 There are some things in them hard to understand which the ignorant 
and unstable, TWIST to their own destruction, as they do the other scriptures, 
You therefore beloved knowing this beforehand, BEWARE LEST YOU BE 
CARRIED AWAY WITH ERROR OF LAWLESS MEN and lose your own stability. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



• By ignorantly believing ....SPIRITS OF DEMONS who are 
PERFORMING SIGNS, out of the mouth of the beast and the false 
prophet or anyone else 
 

REV 16:13 And I saw three unclean spirits, like frogs, coming out of the mouth of 
the dragon, out of the mouth of the beast, and out of the mouth of the false 
prophet, for they are spirits of demons performing signs, REV 19:20 Then the 
beast was captured and with him the false prophet WHO WORKED SIGNS in his 
presence by which he deceived those who received the MARK of the beast and 
those who WORSHIPPED HIS IMAGE. 
 

• By believing in EMPTY WORDS untruth spoken by those who are 
DISOBEDIENT TO GOD and By partaking with anyone who is 
disobedient and does not repent. 
 

EPHES 5:5,6 For this you know that no fornicator, unclean person, nor covetous 
man, who is an IDOLATER has any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ & God. 
Let no one DECEIVE you, with EMPTY WORDS, for because of these things the 
wrath of God comes upon the sons of disobedience, therefore, DO NOT BE 
PARTAKERS WITH THEM. 
 

• By not AVOIDING those who cause divisions and offenses 
CONTRARY TO THE TRUE GOSPEL OF CHRIST By NOT AVOIDING 
SMOOTH WORDS and FLATTERING SPEECH 
 

ROM 16:17,18 Now I urge you brethren note those who cause divisions and 
offenses CONTRARY TO THE DOCTRINE which you learned and AVOID THEM 
for those who are such do not serve our Lord Jesus Christ, but their own belly, 
and BY SMOOTH WORDS and FLATTERING SPEECH DECEIVE THE 
HEARTS OF THE SIMPLE. 
 
How could a Christian be deceived by false teachers, false prophets, and 
by false brethren ? 
 

• By believing in perverse things.... 
 

ACT 20:29 For I know this, that after my departure savage wolves, will come in 
among you, not sparing the flock, also ACT 20:30 from among yourselves, men 
will rise up, SPEAKING PERVERSE THINGS to draw away the disciples after 
themselves. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



WHAT SHOULD WE DO ? 
 
ACT 20:31 THEREFORE WATCH, and REMEMBER, that for three year I did not 
cease to WARN EVERYONE night and day with tears. 
 
 
HOW DO WE RECOGNIZE AND DISCERN WHO IS FALSE TEACHER, 
FALSE APOSTLE, FALSE PROPHET, OR AN ANTI-CHRIST ? 
 

If anyone becomes a sincere follower of Christ, the Holy Spirit will give 
that individual the ability to discern who are false teachers, false prophets etc. 
with the gift of discerning of spirits. 
 
MAT 7:15-20 “Watch out for false prophets. They come to you in sheep’s 
clothing, but inwardly they are ferocious wolves. 16 By their fruit you will 
recognize them. Do people pick grapes from thorn bushes, or figs from 
thistles? 17 Likewise, every good tree bears good fruit, but a bad tree bears bad 
fruit. 18 A good tree cannot bear bad fruit, and a bad tree cannot bear good 
fruit.19 Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the 
fire. 20 Thus, by their fruit you will recognize them. 
 
NOTE; If any Teacher or Prophet continues to bear bad spiritual fruit in 
their life without repenting or doesn't bear good fruit in their life, then that 
individual is to be recognized as a false prophet or a false teacher. 
 
GOOD FRUIT - 
GAL 5:22,23 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance, 
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness and self-control. Against 
such things there is no law. 
 
BAD FRUIT 
GAL 5:19-21 The acts of the flesh are obvious: sexual immorality, impurity 
and debauchery; 20 idolatry and witchcraft; hatred, discord, jealousy, fits 
of rage, selfish ambition, dissensions, factions 21 and envy; drunkenness, 
orgies, and the like. I warn you, as I did before, that those who live like this 
will not inherit the kingdom of God. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



HOW DO WE RECOGNIZE AND DISCERN WHO IS FALSE TEACHER, 
FALSE APOSTLE, FALSE PROPHET, OR AN ANTI-CHRIST ? 
 
• A false prophet or a false teacher is anyone who trys to persuade you to 

follow other gods or to accept the doctrines and belief of other 
religions.  ( See - DEUT 13:2-5) 

• A deceiver and an anti-christ is anyone who does not confess Jesus 
Christ as coming in the flesh ( See-2 JOHN 7) 

• A false teacher etc. is anyone who speaks lies in hypocrisy ( See 1TIM 4:1 
Also LUKE 12:1 ) 

• A false teacher is a individual who speaks vain babblings and 
contradictions ( See - 1 TIM 6:20,21 ) 

• False teachers and false prophets are ungodly men, who turn the grace 
of our God into licentiousness and deny the only Lord God and our 
Lord Jesus Christ ( JUDE 4 ) 

• A false teacher is a person who teaches a different doctrine other than 
what Jesus and the Apostles taught or occupy themselves with 
myths and endless genealogies. (See -1 TIM 1:3 ) 

• A false teacher is a person who teaches commandments of men rather 
than the commandments of God ( See - MAT 15:7-9 ) 

• A false teacher is a person who teaches philosophy, empty deceit 
according to human tradition, according to the elemental spirits of 
the universe. (See - COL 2:8 ) 

 
Are various non-christian religious sects, organizations, occult, and New 
Age beliefs, destitute of the Truth, even though they sometimes use 
scriptures from the Bible or even believe Jesus existed ? 
 
YES - They are destitute of the Truth from God, because just believing that Jesus 
existed means nothing in itself apart from believing and following the full gospel 
of Jesus Christ. One needs to sincerely believe that Jesus is the Christ our only 
Savior and obey His sayings, repent, abide in His Love and Grace, and receive 
His Spirit of Truth, in order to have the Truth. 
 
Are there many individuals ...even within various Christian Churches, who 
lack the Truth and Why ? 
 
YES - Even within various Christian denominations and churches which call their 
church " Spirit-Filled ," there are still many individuals who lack the Truth and are 
not truly filled with the Spirit of God, including pastors, elders, and those whom 
attend; While there are others of course, whom do have the Spirit of Truth, who 
may attend the same church. 
just going to theology school and receiving a degree, does not insure that a 
person necessarily has God's Spirit of Truth nor does it insure that everything 
that they teach or say is of the Truth, nor does just attending any church. 
 



In order for any individual to receive the Spirit of Truth and to have Godly 
insight into the word of God, a person must have an ongoing relationship with 
God, abiding properly in Jesus Christ, through His Grace, and by following Jesus 
, continuing in His word, in obedience, with a sincere faith, in prayer and in Love 
to God and one another. 
    Not just some outward religious appearance, by being a hearer of the Word 
but not a doer, - This is hypocrisy.  
Therefore because these lukewarm persons choose to go their own ways, 
instead of praying to God and seeking His Way and obeying the voice of God;  
God will send them a strong delusion and will not give them the Spirit of Truth, 
unless they repent. 
 
Question: "How can I recognize a false teacher / false prophet?" 
 
Answer:  
Jesus warned us that “false Christs and false prophets” will come and will 
attempt to deceive even God’s elect (Matthew 24:23-27; see also 2 Peter 
3:3and Jude 17-18). The best way to guard yourself against falsehood and false 
teachers is to know the truth. To spot a counterfeit, study the real thing. Any 
believer who “correctly handles the word of truth” (2 Timothy 2:15) and who 
makes a careful study of the Bible can identify false doctrine. For example, a 
believer who has read the activities of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit 
in Matthew 3:16-17 will immediately question any doctrine that denies the Trinity. 
Therefore, step one is to study the Bible and judge all teaching by what the 
Scripture says. 
 
Jesus said “a tree is recognized by its fruit” (Matthew 12:33). When looking for 
“fruit,” here are three specific tests to apply to any teacher to determine the 
accuracy of his or her teaching: 
 
1) What does this teacher say about Jesus? In Matthew 16:15-16, Jesus asks, 
“Who do you say I am?” Peter answers, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living 
God,” and for this answer Peter is called “blessed.” In 2 John 9, we read, 
“Anyone who runs ahead and does not continue in the teaching of Christ does 
not have God; whoever continues in the teaching has both the Father and the 
Son.” In other words, Jesus Christ and His work of redemption is of utmost 
importance; beware of anyone who denies that Jesus is equal with God, who 
downplays Jesus’ sacrificial death, or who rejects Jesus’ humanity. First John 
2:22 says, “Who is the liar? It is the man who denies that Jesus is the Christ. 
Such a man is the antichrist—he denies the Father and the Son.” 
 
2) Does this teacher preach the gospel? The gospel is defined as the good news 
concerning Jesus’ death, burial, and resurrection, according to the Scriptures (1 
Corinthians 15:1-4). As nice as they sound, the statements “God loves you,” 
“God wants us to feed the hungry,” and “God wants you to be wealthy” are not 
the complete message of the gospel. As Paul warns in Galatians 1:7,  



“Evidently some people are throwing you into confusion and are trying to pervert 
the gospel of Christ.” No one, not even a great preacher, has the right to change 
the message that God gave us. “If anybody is preaching to you a gospel other 
than what you accepted, let him be eternally condemned!” (Galatians 1:9). 
 
3) Does this teacher exhibit character qualities that glorify the Lord? Speaking of 
false teachers, Jude 11 says, “They have taken the way of Cain; they have 
rushed for profit into Balaam’s error; they have been destroyed in Korah’s 
rebellion.” In other words, a false teacher can be known by his pride (Cain’s 
rejection of God’s plan), greed (Balaam’s prophesying for money), and rebellion 
(Korah’s promotion of himself over Moses). Jesus said to beware of such people 
and that we would know them by their fruits (Matthew 7:15-20).  
 
For further study, review those books of the Bible that were written specifically to 
combat false teaching within the church: Galatians, 2 Peter, 1 John, 2 John, and 
Jude. It is often difficult to spot a false teacher/false prophet. Satan masquerades 
as an angel of light (2 Corinthians 11:14), and his ministers masquerade as 
servants of righteousness (2 Corinthians 11:15). Only by being thoroughly 
familiar with the truth will we be able to recognize a counterfeit. 
 
    GotQuestions.org  
 
Question: "Should we allow false teachers into our home?" 
 
Answer: The short letter of 2 John is written in part to warn believers against the 
influence of false teachers. John identifies them as those “who do not 
acknowledge Jesus Christ as coming in the flesh” and describes them as 
deceivers and antichrists (2 John 7). He goes on to prohibit receiving them into 
our homes or wishing them well. The question is whether this prohibition refers to 
those who knock on our doors today, such as Mormons and Jehovah’s 
Witnesses. Are we to deny members of these sects access to our homes? 
 
It is important to understand exactly what it means that Jesus Christ has come in 
the flesh. Many cultists will agree that Jesus was a man of flesh and bone who 
walked the earth around 2000 years ago. But that is not what John means here. 
He first addressed this issue in 1 John 4:2, telling us how to identify false 
teachers and the spirits who drive them. The first test of a true teacher/prophet of 
God is that they proclaim that Jesus is God incarnate in human flesh (John 1:14). 
Both the full deity and full humanity of Christ will be asserted by any teacher who 
truly comes from God. The Holy Spirit testifies to the true nature of Christ, while 
Satan and his demonic host deny that true nature. That is why John identifies 
anyone who denies the deity of Christ—which both the Mormons and Jehovah’s 
Witnesses do—as deceivers and antichrists.  
 
 
 



What should be our response, then, when cultists come knocking at the door? 
John, writing by the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, gives a clear answer: we are not 
to receive them into our homes. While John was likely more commanding against 
allowing false teachers to stay in your home than just allowing them in the door, 
the principle is the same. We are not to do anything that would give the 
appearance we approve of their message. Many people feel “called” to debate 
endlessly with cultists, bringing them into their homes for Bible studies or 
witnessing to them in chat rooms and forums. But God does not call us to do 
these things; He commands us to avoid false teachers. Cultists are master 
deceivers who are well-trained in techniques that will confuse those whose 
knowledge of Scripture is limited—the very ones cultists most often seek out. It is 
invariably these well-meaning and compassionate souls who dialog with cultists. 
But God’s desire is to protect the weak among His people and John’s prohibition 
reflects that desire.  
 
John’s final warning regards “greeting” cultists, which the King James Version 
translates as bidding them “God speed.” This phrase in the Greek means to 
cheerfully or joyfully hail or salute someone. In other words, we are not to give 
cultists or anyone else the impression that we see them as having legitimate 
claims, doctrines, or opinions. We are not to bless them or wish them well. John 
tells us that to do so is to share in their wicked work. Christians are of Christ; 
cultists are anti-Christ, no matter how kind, sincere, and charming they may 
appear. We can have no fellowship with darkness or those who spread 
falsehood; rather, we are to separate ourselves from them. 
 
But aren’t we to witness to them about Christ? Aren’t they the mission field? 
Interestingly, nowhere in the Bible are we called to witness to false teachers. 
Jesus tells us to “watch out” for them (Matthew 7:15) and Paul tells us to “avoid 
them” (Romans 16:17) and declares them to be “accursed” (Galatians 1:8). We 
are, of course, to be always ready with an answer for the hope that is within us (1 
Peter 3:15), but that presupposes the cultist is actually interested in the true hope 
of salvation through Christ, something that is rarely, if ever, the case. We are to 
speak the truth in love (Ephesians 4:15), but we are not to cast our pearls before 
pigs (Matthew 7:6). In regards to cultists, it is especially important to rely on the 
Lord’s wisdom (James 1:5) in discerning the difference between an opportunity 
and a distraction. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Chapter 6 - TRUE CHRISTIANITY VS DOCTRINES OF 
MEN and WORLD RELIGIONS 
 
   True Christianity is to teach and follow only the teachings of Jesus Christ found 
in the Bible and the Christian teachings that support and that are consistent with 
God's truth found in the Bible. Other religions, teachings, doctrines, philosophies, 
such as Buddhism, Unity, Hinduism, Islam, Mormonism, New Age, are contrary 
to Jesus Christ and are false doctrines which were created by men and not to be 
followed because God never taught those lies....Even within some ' Christian ' 
churches, false doctrines can become established, so every christian must be 
responsible to read, and study their own bible and rightly divide the Word of God 
in Spirit and in Truth. 
 
KEY SCRIPTURES  
 
GAL 1:6 I am amazed that you are so quickly deserting Him who called you by 
the grace of Christ, for a different gospel; 
1:7 Which there is really not another; only there are some who are disturbing 
you, and want to distort the gospel of Christ. 
1:8 But even though we, or an angel from heaven should preach to you a gospel 
contrary to that which we have preached to you, let him be accursed. 
1:9 As we said before, so I say again now, if any man is preaching to you a 
gospel contrary to that which you received, let him be accursed. 
1:10 For am I now seeking the favor of men, or of God? Or am I striving to please 
men? If I were still trying to please men, I would not be a bond- servant of Christ. 
1:11 For I would have you know, brethren, that the gospel which was preached 
by me is not according to man. 
1:12 For I neither received it from man, nor was I taught it, but I received it 
through a revelation of Jesus Christ. 
 
Are there are non-christian religious sects/teachers and False Teachers, 
even within good Christian Churches who are still destitute of the Truth, 
even though they use the Bible, and quote certain scriptures ? 
 
YES - All non-christian sects/teachers are destitute of the Truth, because they 
twist biblical scriptures to suit their own evil beliefs and likings, and not teach the 
correct interpretations of God's Word; Whether they do this either in ignorance or 
deliberate is still unacceptable to God, and detrimental to the Body of Christ.  
 
YES - There are False Teachers who will still come within our Christian Churches 
that use the Bible, and quote lots of scripture, who are still destitute of the Truth. 
Jesus said to BEWARE; Each of us are responsible to see if what anyone 
teaches is biblically correct. Study ourselves to see if it so.  
 
 
 



Question: "How is the Christian religion different from all the other world 
religions?" 
 
Answer: Religion is the practice of faith; that is, religion is the external or 
ceremonial observance of a set of beliefs. Technically, there is a difference 
between faith (the internal attitude) and religion (the external works), but for the 
sake of this article, we will define “Christian religion” broadly as “the faithful 
observance of the teachings of Jesus Christ and His apostles.” 
 
James 1:27 says that religion that is “pure and faultless” before God is “to look 
after orphans and widows in their distress and to keep oneself from being 
polluted by the world.” In other words, care for the needy and personal virtue are 
externals which are present when one has a true love for God. And, since James 
specifies that he is speaking of “pure and faultless” religion, there must exist an 
“unclean and imperfect” type of religion as well—a religion not based on love for 
God. 
 
Here are five reasons why the Christian religion is better than non-Christian 
religions (why observing the teachings of Jesus Christ is better than not 
observing them): 
 
Christian religion - Jesus Christ is the Way to God. 
The Christian religion is better than other religions because that which leads to 
God is better than that which leads away from God. We have sinfully wandered 
away from God (Isaiah 53:6), and we need a Guide to lead us back. Jesus is that 
Way (John 14:6), the One to seek the lost (Luke 19:10). Jesus claims not to be 
one of many ways, but the one-and-only Way to God. He is, in fact, God Himself 
in human flesh (John 20:28), so to find Jesus is to find God. “Anyone who has 
seen me has seen the Father,” He said (John 14:9). The Christian religion is 
unique in that it offers a close, intimate relationship with the personal God of the 
universe. 
 
Christian religion - Jesus Christ is the Truth. 
The Christian religion is better than other religions because things that are true 
are better than things that are false. Jesus is “the Truth” (John 14:6). He is the 
embodiment of truth, the revelation of God to humanity (Colossians 2:9), and the 
conveyor of God’s words (John 17:8). The Christian religion is grounded in truth, 
being based on a historical Person whose acts were verified by eyewitnesses 
and recorded by four different biographers. Parodies of Christianity often spring 
up through the work of “false prophets” (1 John 4:1), but only Jesus is true. In 
following Christ, Christians have the utmost regard for truth, as opposed to 
hollow externals and the hypocrisy of false appearances. The Christian religion is 
unique in that it forces us to face the truth about ourselves and speak the truth 
with others. 
 
 



Christian religion - Jesus Christ is the Life. 
The Christian religion is better than other religions because life is better than 
death and heaven is better than hell. Jesus is “the Life” (John 14:6); He is the 
source of life, and without Him one cannot truly live (John 1:4; 3:36; 5:24; 10:10). 
Jesus provides what we need: the Bread that satisfies forever (John 6:35), the 
Water that gives eternal life (John 4:14; 7:37-38), and the Resurrection and the 
Life (John 11:25). These are more than empty claims; Jesus proved His ability to 
give life by raising from the dead Lazarus (John 11), Jairus’ daughter (Mark 5), 
and the boy from Nain (Luke 7). Then, after His own death on the cross, Jesus 
rose again the third day, having conquered death forever (Matthew 28). The 
Christian religion is unique in that it is based on the actual, physical resurrection 
of its Founder. 
 
Christian religion - Jesus Christ transforms mankind. 
The Christian religion is better than other religions because righteousness is 
better than wickedness. Other religions may impose conformity to a certain code 
of behavior, but they have no power to change the heart. Christianity teaches 
that the believer is “dead to sin” and now lives “in newness of life” (Romans 
6:2, 4). The authenticating mark of a Christian is his transformation from 
practicing sin to having a zeal for good works (Titus 2:14; 2 Corinthians 5:17). 
The Christian’s zeal for doing good has resulted in the founding of countless 
orphanages, hospitals, clinics, schools, homeless shelters, and emergency relief 
agencies—all in the name of Christ. The Christian religion is unique in that it 
does not force change from without but revolutionizes lives from within. 
 
Christian religion - Jesus Christ is loving. 
The Christian religion is better than other religions because love is better than the 
absence of love. God is love (1 John 4:8, 16). Love is the greatest of His gifts to 
us (1 Corinthians 13:13)—not the fickle, so-called love of the world, but the 
selfless, unconditional love which always seeks to benefit the one loved. God 
showed His love for us in sending His one-and-only Son (John 3:16; 1 John 
4:10). Jesus showed His love for us in providing for our salvation by dying on the 
cross (John 15:13). Jesus gave His followers a new command: “Love one 
another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. By this all men will 
know that you are my disciples, if you love one another” (John 13:34-35). Love, 
not duty or debt, is what motivates the believer and impels him to greater humility 
and greater service for the kingdom of heaven. Christianity is unique in that it is 
not a system of rules but a celebration of unselfish love. “Love is the fulfillment of 
the law” (Romans 13:10). 
 
Man, in his creativity, has invented innumerable religions in his attempt to reach 
God. God, in His love, has given us the truth: the one religion, Christianity, in 
which God attempts to reach man. 
 
 
 



 
Question: "With all of the different religions, how can I know which one is 
correct?" 
 
Answer: There is no doubt that the number of different religions in the world 
makes it a challenge to know which one is correct. First, let’s consider some 
thoughts on the overall subject and then look at how one might approach the 
topic in a manner that can actually get to a right conclusion about God. The 
challenge of different answers to a particular issue is not unique to the topic of 
religion. For example, you can sit 100 math students down, give them a complex 
problem to solve, and it is likely that many will get the answer wrong. But does 
this mean that a correct answer does not exist? Not at all. Those who get the 
answer wrong simply need to be shown their error and know the techniques 
necessary to arrive at the correct answer. 
 
How do we arrive at the truth about God? We use a systematic methodology that 
is designed to separate truth from error by using various tests for truth, with the 
end result being a set of right conclusions. Can you imagine the end results a 
scientist would arrive at if he went into the lab and just started mixing things 
together with no rhyme or reason? Or if a physician just started treating a patient 
with random medicines in the hope of making him well? Neither the scientist nor 
the physician takes this approach; instead, they use systematic methods that are 
methodical, logical, evidential, and proven to yield the right end result. 
 
This being the case, why should theology—the study of God—be any different? 
Why believe it can be approached in a haphazard and undisciplined way and still 
yield right conclusions? Unfortunately, this is the approach many take, and this is 
one of the reasons why so many religions exist. That said, we now return to the 
question of how to reach truthful conclusions about God. What systematic 
approach should be used? First, we need to establish a framework for testing 
various truth claims, and then we need a roadmap to follow to reach a right 
conclusion. Here is a good framework to use: 
 
1. Logical consistency—the claims of a belief system must logically cohere to 
each other and not contradict in any way. As an example, the end goal of 
Buddhism is to rid oneself of all desires. Yet, one must have a desire to rid 
oneself of all desires, which is a contradictory and illogical principle. 
 
2. Empirical adequacy—is there evidence to support the belief system (whether 
the evidence is rational, externally evidential, etc.)? Naturally, it is only right to 
want proof for important claims being made so the assertions can be verified. For 
example, Mormons teach that Jesus visited North America. Yet there is 
absolutely no proof, archaeological or otherwise, to support such a claim. 
 
 
 



3. Existential relevancy—the belief system must conform to reality as we know it, 
and it must make a meaningful difference in the life of the adherent. Deism, for 
example, claims that God just threw the spinning world into the universe and 
does not interact with those who live on it. How does such a belief impact 
someone in a day-to-day manner? In short, it does not. 
 
The above framework, when applied to the topic of religion, will help lead one to 
a right view of God and will answer the four big questions of life: 
 
1. Origin – where did we come from? 
2. Ethics – how should we live? 
3. Meaning – what is the purpose for life? 
4. Destiny – where is mankind heading?  
 
But how does one go about applying this framework in the pursuit of God? A 
step-by-step question/answer approach is one of the best tactics to employ. 
Narrowing the list of possible questions down produces the following: 
 
1. Does absolute truth exist? 
2. Do reason and religion mix? 
3. Does God exist? 
4. Can God be known? 
5. Is Jesus God? 
6. Does God care about me? 
 
First we need to know if absolute truth exists. If it does not, then we really cannot 
be sure of anything (spiritual or not), and we end up either an agnostic, unsure if 
we can really know anything, or a pluralist, accepting every position because we 
are not sure which, if any, is right. 
 
Absolute truth is defined as that which matches reality, that which corresponds to 
its object, telling it like it is. Some say there is no such thing as absolute truth, but 
taking such a position becomes self-defeating. For example, the relativist says, 
“All truth is relative,” yet one must ask: is that statement absolutely true? If so, 
then absolute truth exists; if not, then why consider it? Postmodernism affirms no 
truth, yet it affirms at least one absolute truth: postmodernism is true. In the end, 
absolute truth becomes undeniable. 
 
Further, absolute truth is naturally narrow and excludes its opposite. Two plus 
two equals four, with no other answer being possible. This point becomes critical 
as different belief systems and worldviews are compared. If one belief system 
has components that are proven true, then any competing belief system with 
contrary claims must be false. Also, we must keep in mind that absolute truth is 
not impacted by sincerity and desire. No matter how sincerely someone 
embraces a lie, it is still a lie. And no desire in the world can make something 
true that is false. 



 
The answer of question one is that absolute truth exists. This being the case, 
agnosticism, postmodernism, relativism, and skepticism are all false positions. 
 
This leads us to the next question of whether reason/logic can be used in matters 
of religion. Some say this is not possible, but—why not? The truth is, logic is vital 
when examining spiritual claims because it helps us understand why some 
claims should be excluded and others embraced. Logic is absolutely critical in 
dismantling pluralism (which says that all truth claims, even those that oppose 
each other, are equal and valid). 
 
For example, Islam and Judaism claim that Jesus is not God, whereas 
Christianity claims He is. One of the core laws of logic is the law of non-
contradiction, which says something cannot be both “A” and “non-A” at the same 
time and in the same sense. Applying this law to the claims Judaism, Islam, and 
Christianity means that one is right and the other two are wrong. Jesus cannot be 
both God and not God. Used properly, logic is a potent weapon against pluralism 
because it clearly demonstrates that contrary truth claims cannot both be true. 
This understanding topples the whole “true for you but not for me” mindset. 
 
Logic also dispels the whole “all roads lead to the top of the mountain” analogy 
that pluralists use. Logic shows that each belief system has its own set of signs 
that point to radically different locations in the end. Logic shows that the proper 
illustration of a search for spiritual truth is more like a maze—one path makes it 
through to truth, while all others arrive at dead ends. All faiths may have some 
surface similarities, but they differ in major ways in their core doctrines. 
 
The conclusion is that you can use reason and logic in matters of religion. That 
being the case, pluralism (the belief that all truth claims are equally true and 
valid) is ruled out because it is illogical and contradictory to believe that 
diametrically opposing truth claims can both be right. 
 
Next comes the big question: does God exist? Atheists and naturalists (who do 
not accept anything beyond this physical world and universe) say “no.” While 
volumes have been written and debates have raged throughout history on this 
question, it is actually not difficult to answer. To give it proper attention, you must 
first ask this question: Why do we have something rather than nothing at all? In 
other words, how did you and everything around you get here? The argument for 
God can be presented very simply: 
 
Something exists. 
You do not get something from nothing. 
Therefore, a necessary and eternal Being exists. 
 
 
 



You cannot deny you exist because you have to exist in order to deny your own 
existence (which is self-defeating), so the first premise above is true. No one 
believes you can get something from nothing (i.e., that ”nothing” produced the 
universe), so the second premise is true. Therefore, the third premise must be 
true—an eternal Being responsible for everything must exist.  
 
This is a position no thinking atheist denies; they just claim that the universe is 
that eternal being. However, the problem with that stance is that all scientific 
evidence points to the fact that the universe had a beginning (the ‘big bang’). And 
everything that has a beginning must have a cause; therefore, the universe had a 
cause and is not eternal. Because the only two sources of eternality are an 
eternal universe (proven to be untrue) or an eternal Creator, the only logical 
conclusion is that God exists. Answering the question of God’s existence in the 
affirmative rules out atheism as a valid belief system. 
 
Now, this conclusion says nothing about what kind of God exists, but amazingly 
enough, it does do one sweeping thing—it rules out all pantheistic religions. All 
pantheistic worldviews say that the universe is God and is eternal. And this 
assertion is false. So, Hinduism, Buddhism, Jainism, and all other pantheistic 
religions are ruled out as valid belief systems. 
 
Further, we learn some interesting things about this God who created the 
universe. He is: 
 
• Supernatural in nature (as He exists outside of His creation) 
• Incredibly powerful (to have created all that is known) 
• Eternal (self-existent, as He exists outside of time and space) 
• Omnipresent (He created space and is not limited by it) 
• Timeless and changeless (He created time) 
• Immaterial (because He transcends space) 
• Personal (the impersonal can’t create personality) 
• Necessary (as everything else depends on Him) 
• Infinite and singular (as you cannot have two infinites) 
• Diverse yet has unity (as nature exhibits diversity) 
• Intelligent (supremely, to create everything) 
• Purposeful (as He deliberately created everything) 
• Moral (no moral law can exist without a lawgiver) 
• Caring (or no moral laws would have been given) 
 
This Being exhibits characteristics very similar to the God of Judaism, Islam, and 
Christianity, which interestingly enough, are the only core faiths left standing after 
atheism and pantheism have been eliminated. Note also that one of the big 
questions in life (origins) is now answered: we know where we came from. 
 
 
 



This leads to the next question: can we know God? At this point, the need for 
religion is replaced by something more important—the need for revelation. If 
mankind is to know this God well, it is up to God to reveal Himself to His creation. 
Judaism, Islam, and Christianity all claim to have a book that is God’s revelation 
to man, but the question is which (if any) is actually true? Pushing aside minor 
differences, the two core areas of dispute are 1) the New Testament of the Bible 
2) the person of Jesus Christ. Islam and Judaism both claim the New Testament 
of the Bible is untrue in what it claims, and both deny that Jesus is God 
incarnate, while Christianity affirms both to be true. 
 
There is no faith on the planet that can match the mountains of evidence that 
exist for Christianity. From the voluminous number of ancient manuscripts, to the 
very early dating of the documents written during the lifetime of the eyewitnesses 
(some only 15 years after Christ’s death), to the multiplicity of the accounts (nine 
authors in 27 books of the New Testament), to the archaeological evidence—
none of which has ever contradicted a single claim the New Testament makes—
to the fact that the apostles went to their deaths claiming they had seen Jesus in 
action and that He had come back from the dead, Christianity sets the bar in 
terms of providing the proof to back up its claims. The New Testament’s historical 
authenticity—that it conveys a truthful account of the actual events as they 
occurred—is the only right conclusion to reach once all the evidence has been 
examined. 
 
When it comes to Jesus, one finds a very curious thing about Him—He claimed 
to be God in the flesh. Jesus own words (e.g., “Before Abraham was born I AM”), 
His actions (e.g., forgiving sins, accepting worship), His sinless and miraculous 
life (which He used to prove His truth claims over opposing claims), and His 
resurrection all support His claims to be God. The New Testament writers affirm 
this fact over and over again in their writings. 
 
Now, if Jesus is God, then what He says must be true. And if Jesus said that the 
Bible is inerrant and true in everything it says (which He did), this must mean that 
the Bible is true in what it proclaims. As we have already learned, two competing 
truth claims cannot both be right. So anything in the Islamic Koran or writings of 
Judaism that contradict the Bible cannot be true. In fact, both Islam and Judaism 
fail since they both say that Jesus is not God incarnate, while the evidence says 
otherwise. And because we can indeed know God (because He has revealed 
Himself in His written Word and in Christ), all forms of agnosticism are refuted. 
Lastly, another big question of life is answered—that of ethics—as the Bible 
contains clear instructions on how mankind ought to live. 
 
This same Bible proclaims that God cares deeply for mankind and wishes all to 
know Him intimately. In fact, He cares so much that He became a man to show 
His creation exactly what He is like. There are many men who have sought to be 
God, but only one God who sought to be man so He could save those He deeply 
loves from an eternity separated from Him.  



This fact demonstrates the existential relevancy of Christianity and also answers 
that last two big questions of life—meaning and destiny. Each person has been 
designed by God for a purpose, and each has a destiny that awaits him—one of 
eternal life with God or eternal separation from Him. This deduction (and the 
point of God becoming a man in Christ) also refutes Deism, which says God is 
not interested in the affairs of mankind. 
 
In the end, we see that ultimate truth about God can be found and the worldview 
maze successfully navigated by testing various truth claims and systematically 
pushing aside falsehoods so that only the truth remains. Using the tests of logical 
consistency, empirical adequacy, and existential relevancy, coupled with asking 
the right questions, yields truthful and reasonable conclusions about religion and 
God. Everyone should agree that the only reason to believe something is that it is 
true—nothing more. Sadly, true belief is a matter of the will, and no matter how 
much logical evidence is presented, some will still choose to deny the God who is 
there and miss the one true path to harmony with Him. 
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